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© 2015 Goose Island Beer Company, Chicago, IL. Enjoy responsibly. 

GreatAmerican Beer Festival® Awards (Category: English Style India Pale Ale): 2012 Gold (India Pale Ale), 2009 Silver (IPA), 
2007 Silver (India Pale Ale), 2004 Silver (Goose Island India Pale Ale), 2001 Bronze (India Pale Ale), 2000 Gold (Goose Island IPA). 
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18 karat 
"Single Loops" 

by Michael Good 



1407 FIFTH AVENUE | FIFTH & UNION | SEATTLE, WA 98101 | 206.447.9488 
turgeonraine.com 


3$lndi 

Tfhiday, 

Weekend S)ealA, 


(Stash) 


Pot Shop 



Ballard 



HIGH ALTITUDE 

GOD BUD/LAVENDER/ 
BLACK MAGIC/THE 
TRUTH/BLACKBERRY/ 

OBAMA KUSH/CINEX/ 
OGRE KUSH 

$ 20°° /2 GRAMS 

REGULAR 8 29 75 /2 GRAM 

THE G00DSHIP COMPANY 
6-PACK COOKIES & 
6-PACK CHOCOLATES 

$ 33 00 /per 6-pack 

REGULAR 8 39 75 /« PACK 


m TOMMY GUN 

KILLER JOINTS 


<eaw}M $24 7 s 


7 GRAMS 






MIRTH PROVISIONS 
LEGAL SODAS 

$ I kOO 

ID EA./20MG 

DAMA OIL 

BACKYARD MINT •SATIVA 


$ 49 ! 


.5 GRAM 


WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 


‘VendOkDay 


Saturday 
November 28 th 
4-7pm 



» 


N0N-INFUSED 

SAMPLES 

ON-SITE! 


@STASHP0TSH0P 


l&iphonW' 


OOOOQ© daily deaiA 



COMMUNITY. CULTURE. CANNABIS. 

4912 17TH AVENUE NW 

STASHP0TSH0P.C0M - @STASHP0TSH0P 

Free Parking I Open 7 Days I Dog Friendly I Centrally Located, Close to Downtown I No Medical Card Needed 121+ 

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated 
with consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21 and older. Keep out of reach of children. WAC 314-55-155 




■fcw* City Way Nr 
SflQpWsWA. fftl IS 


phot panda 
stlchv frog 

Products 

Tincture^/ 

Magic Kitchen 

Pebbles 

Buddy Boy 

Products 


Largest Setectiorv, Lowest Prices, All Taxes Included 
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

4910 Rainier Ave S. Columbia City 

ALWAYS SEARCHING ♦ NEVER COMPROMISING 



Karate 101 

8 weeks for $99 
Start Anytime! 

Two months of Karate and practical 
self-defense training for women 


FEMINI 

KARATE 

UNION 

1426 S. Jackson 
206-325-3878 
FeministKarateUnion.org ■; 
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WE SAW YOU 

STRANGER STAFFERS WERE THERE AS IT HAPPENED 



THE STRANGER 

JOHN MCGRAW STATUE He currently has a sticker on his forehead, but we couldn’t see 
what it says. 


SKATE PRACTICE ON STATUE ON 
STEWART STREET 

On a Monday at about 3 p.m. in downtown Se¬ 
attle, we saw you, a skater in a black baseball 
cap with a pattern of white palm trees on it, 
try and fail to land a jump on the steps next 
to the statue of John McGraw, the second gov¬ 
ernor of Washington State. Then we watched 
you try a trick that involved riding your 
skateboard along the back side of the statue’s 
stone pedestal, on which carved letters credit 
McGraw’s “energetic and wise” enterprises 
like “connecting Lake Washington with tide 
water by a ship canal,” but in spite of your 



TRASHY SKYSCRAPER 

Dear Columbia Center: What the fuck 
is up with those lights around the tops 
of your numerous tiers? Who did this to 
you? It's like accessorizing your expen¬ 
sive little black dress with jewelry made 
from Chiclets and twine. You're the 
architectural antithesis of Eliza Doo¬ 
little—you went from classy to trashy. 
What's next? Pink flamingos at your 
base in the plaza? Furniture in the Co¬ 
lumbia Tower Club being replaced with 
bales of hay? Old nonworking refrigera¬ 
tors or washing machines on your front 
porch? This isn't Times Square, this isn't 
Vegas, and this isn't tacky town. This 
is Seattle. We're dark, we're reserved, 
and we don't wear flashy accoutre¬ 
ments to draw attention to our broody 
selves. Take it down a notch, will ya, 
and tell your light person not to touch 
the "make 'em flash" button ever 
again.— Anonymous 


energy, once again, you were not able to con¬ 
nect your feet with your skateboard with the 
ground. Then we saw you ride south on Fifth 
Avenue’s sidewalk, and as you rolled into the 
distance, you did a kickflip. And landed it! Al¬ 
most! You had to steady yourself by tapping 
a foot on the sidewalk. And then you disap¬ 
peared around a corner. 

ONLY A FOOL WOULD SAY THAT, 
BALLARD EDITION 

You, a middle-aged white guy with a Vandyke 
beard and spectacles, were in Sonic Boom 
Records in Ballard with a female companion 
when you said, “Steely Dan makes me want 
to cut my own throat.” As seduction tactics 
go, this left something to be desired. Your 
companion sort of laughed it off but didn’t say 
anything, maybe because you look like such a 
stereotypical Steely Dan fan. 

PRESSING AGAINST US ON LIGHT RAIL 

We saw you when the doors of the Link train 
opened. This was at the Columbia City Sta¬ 
tion, and the car was packed with fans head¬ 
ing to a match between the Seahawks and 
the 49ers. You were short, pretty, and wore 
a black hijab. There was a bit more space, 
and we took it. The doors closed, the train 
began to move, you were behind us. Then 
we felt something on our back. It was your 
breasts. They were pressing against us more 
and more. Fearing that this was not your in¬ 
tention, we stepped away from you as much 
as we could. That gave you some space. But 
almost immediately, your breasts returned 
and pressed against our back. The situation 
was made even more curious when it felt like 
you were rubbing your breasts up and down a 
section of our spine. We tried to think of every 
possible reason how this might happen unin¬ 
tentionally: The swaying of the train? You 
being pushed by another person behind you? 
Your breasts had just been anesthetized? Or 
were you just a dirty little freak? 

PANHANDLING ACROSS THE STREET 
FROM PACIFIC PLACE 

“Open your heart!” you shouted. “A few dol¬ 
lars! Anything will help! It will be better 
than liquor! Or drugs! It will be better than 
Seahawks tickets just to watch them lose!” 
Just then a woman with polka-dot leggings, a 



Frank Cassano’s Imbecile Parade! 


This Week's Question: What Are You 
Grateful for This Thanksgiving? 


I'm grateful for my family my friends, 
and, most of all, my best friend Captain 
Purrcard! He's my cat! 

—Ken Bunn, 10, Central District 


Here's a fun fact about kitties, kid: Only 
assholes put their goddamn cats in the 
same sentence as their friends and family! 
That drooling bag of fat and fur is merely 
exploiting you for food and shelter—and if 
cat syphilis hadn't already rotted out its tiny 
little brain, it'd also resent you for giving 
it such a bullshit name! How long do you 


think that fuckwit fleabag would "love" 
you if you forgot to feed it, you prepubescent moron? If you guessed "two seconds," 
you're slightly less of an imbecile than I thought. Still a pretty big imbecile, though. 


I'm thankful my boss invited me to her family's Thanksgiving dinner! Now I just have 
to decide what to bring—candied yams or my world-famous mashed potatoes? 

—Hillary Vaughn, 34, Greenwood 


Wow, what a surprise—a single, sad-sack 34-year-old has nowhere to go on Thanks¬ 
giving except her boss's house? HA! Hey, imbecile—pass the green beans and file 
those quarterly reports! Ha-ha! By the way, unless you're Martha Motherfucking 
Stewart, your shit-ass recipe for mashed potatoes is hardly "world famous." So my 
advice is not to take anything and instead just do what you do best: Shuffle over to 
Fred Meyer, buy a can of cranberry sauce, stir it into a Lean Cuisine, and eat in front 
of Netflix so you don't depress the fuck out of your boss's family. 


Given recent events in France, Lebanon, Mali, and Egypt, I'm having a hard time 
thinking of things to be thankful for this year. Any tips? 

—David Walton, 26, Rainier Beach 


Wow. Way to shit all over the pumpkin pie, you joyless turd. It's Thanksgiving, shit for 
brains! It's a time of year when even mopey dipshits like you are able to find some 
happiness in this clogged toilet of a planet! I swear to fucking Christ, the fucking 
nerve of some people, going around and trying to ruin other people's Thanksgivings. 
Imbeciles like you are worse than ISIS. 


pink suitcase on rollers, and a Seahawks scarf 
walked past, ignoring you. 

JUMPING JESTER ON MADISON 

On a chilly Wednesday evening at the inter¬ 
section of Madison and Pike, while everyone 
was blearily making their way home in the 
cold and dark, you were skipping gleefully 
up the hill in a full-on court jester’s outfit— 
skintight, black-and-white houndstooth- 
patterned jumpsuit and jingling jester hat. 
The pedestrians around you were so shocked 
by this sudden appearance of unbridled 
glee, they did not know how to react. As you 
skipped off into the dark, they just stared. 

FULLY FED ON LAKE UNION 

On a cold and bright Sunday afternoon, you 
arrived with a companion to the Swedish Cul¬ 
tural Center for a concert of Baltic choral mu¬ 
sic performed by the all-women Magi Ensem¬ 
ble. Before the show, one of the performers 
came over to greet you and give you a hug. 
“Well, we just came from the most fabulous 
meal,” you told the singer breathlessly. When 
she asked which restaurant you had eaten at, 
you laughed and said, “I have no idea.” 

EIGHT GOING ON EIGHTY 

You were at Seapine Brewing Company in 
Sodo on Sunday afternoon with one of your 


parents, who was there to have a late after¬ 
noon pint of Citra IPA with some friends. If 
we had to guess, we’d say you are around 8 
years old, but you have the confident demean¬ 
or of someone much older and talk like you 
are an adult. At one point, you got up from 
the table and walked to the front door, and 
then turned back to the grown-ups and said 
simply: “What? I’m just going outside to get 
some fresh air.” You also have great style, 
wearing a fitted blue Basquiat sweatshirt 
and a pair of gray slacks that, upon further 
inspection, were actually sweatpants made 
of fleece. At a young age, you already under¬ 
stand that comfort is paramount. 

GOOD SHOW AT THE GOODWILL ON 
DEARBORN 

On Sunday afternoon, you—a trio of older la¬ 
dies in your 70s—were shopping at the Good¬ 
will on Dearborn. If your years on earth have 
taught you anything, it’s obviously that wait¬ 
ing in line is bullshit. So instead of standing in 
the interminable, slow-moving line for dress¬ 
ing rooms, you three stripped down to black 
stockings and sleeveless leotards and, looking 
not unlike goth Jazzercisers, proceeded to try 
on outfits in front of a set of full-length mir¬ 
rors. We know it is wrong to objectify women 
like this, but, ladies, you should know—your 
bodies are slamming. ■ 
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Get 

SEATTLE 





Paying too much for Internet? 

3 companies in Seal tie offer home Internet for about 
$10 a month to low-income residents. 


Century Link Internet Basics: 

(300)25 7-3212 or www .century: »i K ,c orr /i i v. pj r 


el basics 


Comcast Internet Essentials: 

(855)846-3376 or www.lnt^rni>iRii5Gri1jati.CQm 

EveryoneOn Basic Internet: 

(8 55) 2 7(1-3725 m www everyoncon r*ro /seali rerec h 


Laptops starting at 599 

Interconnection soils relurbi&hcd laptops, desktops & 
tablets; ms Office installed Cali them at (206)633-1517, 
or visit their store at: 3-115 Stony Way N. Seattle. 93103. 



immunity 

TwljncJody 


Get more info e(: 
www.sealtte.gov/getQntHie 
or cat! ( 2 m 233-7877 



BLACK FRIDAY BUY ONE GET ONE HALF OFF 



THE DR. MARTENS STORE 1527 4TH AVENUE SEATTLE 
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Fresh Cut Sheared 
Douglas Fir Trees 

p Any size 

Fresh Cut 
Noble Fir Trees 

p Any size; 5 'loff 

■ #3 Natural 

Premium Hobl&Fire 
* Sizes: 5 r to 12' 

Premium Grand Firs 

■ Sizes; 5 'roe - 



S49»-5239 w 

J 39 w - i 59 w 


^f=3f MJD Distributors Garden Center 

' Wm OciivntySiSpecial Orders A valtiiMe! ■ 

Open: Mon - Sat 9am-8pnn | Sun 9am-7pm 
Located at: 17212 Aurora Aw. N Shoreline, WA 98133 
(Across from Chuck Olson Chevrolet and Carter Subarul 
Pht 206-391*4058 or Phs 206-546-5267 

BFfOU GHT TO YOU BY THE FORMER EMPLOVEESOF C HUBBY & TU BBY. 



iV 


ifi CASHING IN KARMA 
Q DOUBLE B & LACES 
^ STRANGELY ALRIGHT 
<THE BANNER DAYS 
£d THE EXCHANGE 


TICKETS: HOMEGROWNCHRISTMAS.COM' 
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NEWS 



LAST YEAR’S BLACK FRIDAY PROTESTS Seattle police used pepper spray and 
blast balls that emitted tear gas. 

Why Black Lives 
Matter Activists Are 
Calling for Another 
Protest on Black Friday 

BY ANSEL HERZ 



MOSCOT 

TRUNK SHOW 

OCULUS 

eyeca^e 

740 OGFirty YV^y 
Seattle, Washington 98109 
£706) 530-1741 

j-:iCUrd-.vy. D0£C:mb*r 5th 

1 PH-4PM 

5U - &t ApnFM wtwn purc^HMlng u 

■'■1C-JCDT i*.. !J ir-L> rfunnj ibnw orWy 


Discover Global Health 
Projects Overseas 

World Aids Pay Panel Discussion 

Tuesday, December 1 
6 to 7;30 p.m, 

Poufijass-Truth Public Library 
2300 E. Yesler Way 
Seattle, WA 98122 



L ast year, the day after Thanksgiving in downtown Seattle 
was either a powerful moment for the Black Lives 
Matter movement or a disruptive shitshow, depending on your 


vantage point. Whichever way you saw it, 
be advised: It’s happening again, and dem¬ 
onstrators say their Black Friday protest is 
going to be even bigger this time around. 

What happened last year, in case you’ve 
forgotten, was this: In an attempt to turn the 
annual “Black Friday” shopping stampede 
into “Black Lives Matter Friday,” hundreds 
of demonstrators converged on downtown 
Seattle. They wanted the day to be focused 
on halting police violence rather than on 
promoting consumerism. To that end, they 
blocked intersections, tried to enter the 
downtown transit tunnel (they were turned 
back by police and a closing metal gate), 
and marched through downtown malls bear¬ 
ing signs that read “People Over Profit” and 
“Hands Up, Don’t $hop.” That last sign— 
“Hands Up, Don’t $hop”—was a variation on 
the familiar protest chant “Hands up, don’t 
shoot,” which traces to the August 2014 kill¬ 
ing of unarmed black teenager Mike Brown 
in Ferguson, Missouri. Just days before last 
year’s “Black Lives Matter Friday” protests 
in Seattle, a grand jury in St. Louis declined 
to indict police officer Darren Wilson in 
Brown’s killing. 

Emotions among the protesters were raw. 
Meanwhile, as evening came, shoppers and rev¬ 
elers descended on the area around Westlake 
Park for the annual tree-lighting ceremony. By 
then, the protesters had been pushed up toward 
Capitol Hill, and police tried to stop them from 
coming back downtown for the tree-lighting 
ceremony by closing off intersections and using 
pepper spray and blast balls that emitted tear 


gas. Neil Fox, an attorney who has represented 
protesters, said one officer at last year’s protest 
told him shoppers were allowed to cross police 
lines but protesters were not. But, as Black 
Lives Matter Seattle’s Marissa Johnson— 
who would go on to gain national notoriety 
for interrupting presidential candidate Bernie 
Sanders’s speech in Seattle this summer—re¬ 
counted at a recent forum: “People acted like 
flickin’ ninjas... Hundreds of people figured 
out how to get past the barricades separately.” 


Last year, demonstrators 
converged on downtown 
Seattle on Black Friday 
in an attempt to raise 
awareness about 
police violence. 


As the protesters crowded into West- 
lake and lined the mall balcony overlooking 
the holiday revelers, Joyce Taylor, the tree¬ 
lighting ceremony MC, yelled at them to 
get away from a children’s choir, which had 
been scheduled to perform. “We’re going to 
shut this tree lighting down until you give us 
space,” Johnson remembers thinking. 

Police formed a ring around the lit West- 
lake tree, made five arrests, and spent 
$86,096 that day attempting to corral the 
demonstrators. The tree-lighting ceremony 
was cut short, and Westlake Center closed ► 


Returned Peace Curps Volunteers will discuss why health education 
spedahste are needed tu address global health issues 
at the gr-nssmuCs Lewi in eommunilies around the wurlcL 


Life is calling. How far wilt you go? 



855.855.19611 www.peacecorps.gov 



No one in Seattle should 
be without a raincoat. 

Donate winter supplies 
for homeless youth. 


care. 
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ongina 


Locally owned and oparoled since 1996 

FIGHT EVIL 

4254 Fremont Ave. N f Seflttla, WA 98103 



Pacific NW Fertility 

and IV F Specialists 


Are you a healthy, educated , 
compass/onafe woman 
in your 20's? 

Learn About Becoming an Egg Donor 


Women 

Helping 

Women 




1101 Madfeon St. Suite 1050 
Seattle, WA 9S1G4 
www.prtwferlility.cofn 


Please join us on Wednesday 
December 2, 2015 
7:00 to 8:00 pm 


R5VP@pnwfertilitY.com 
or Text: 206-877-3534 




White elephant gifts and 
stocking stuffers! 

If you’re looking for stuff you 
never knew you needed, corne to 
Archie McPheei Crazy Cat Lady 
supplies! Handicorn! Squirrel 
Underpants! Visiting is an 
adventure. Free Parking! 

1300 N 45th Si Seattle 

archiemcpheeseattle.com 


$5 off purchase 
of $25 or more! 

Pr kwi[ ftes coup &fi ai our Wallingford store and q-jr $5 off Mty 

*1 more chan £25. -Gall cercihraies minded from coupon. Urw < ol poo per 

c^mm*i s .C*tjpftftmu^Tbe; used by u/WQlL 



1913 2nd Ave 


MULTI-BRAND 
MEN'S SHOP 

SINCE 2002 

BD Baggies 
Beren 
Billy Reid 
Civilianiare 
Ecoalf 
Gilded Age 
J Brand 

J. Press York St. 

Kato 

Li fe/After/Denim 

Mavi 

Nau 

Ovadia+ 

Poros 

Richer Poorer 
Save Khaki United 
Spiewak 
Topo Designs 
Woolrich John Rich 



eniireSR 


20 >% 
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◄ four hours early. “You guys have screwed 
up the whole Christmas thing,” one man told 
KING 5. “Thanks a lot.” 

L ocal Black Lives Matter activists say 
they expect even greater numbers of 
people to protest police violence this year. On 
Facebook, more than 4,000 people say they’re 
attending a November 27 protest scheduled 
to go from 1 to 10 p.m. at Westlake Park. 
Across the country, activists from New York, 
Florida, Wisconsin, and California have put 
out calls to boycott Black Friday. 

In explaining the connection between the 
busiest shopping day of the year and their 
cause, the protesters I spoke with drew on the 
legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., who in his last 
1968 speech before his assassination, called on 
supporters to both “strengthen black institu¬ 
tions” and “redistribute the pain” by boycotting 
major companies, including Coca-Cola. 

“I think we’ve seen that historically, the 
only way to get society as a whole to acknowl¬ 
edge that we need to change something, or 
change unjust systems, is to disrupt com¬ 
merce and make economic hardship for those 
in power,” said Nikkita Oliver, an activist and 
law-school graduate who has been involved 
in Black Lives Matter protests over the past 
year. “Money talks... Do I think disruption 
of Black Friday will get black and brown and 
poor people everything they need? No. But 
I do think that nationally it will keep [Black 
Lives Matter] in the eyes of those in power... 
It’s just one strategy in a huge array of ways 
that people can be challenging police brutal¬ 
ity and the other ways that black lives are 
devalued in the system.” 

Oliver said people should think about the 
“diversity of tactics that propelled the civil 
rights movement forward.” She pointed out 
that “it was multiple strategies of change that 
all happened simultaneously,” including boy¬ 
cotts of white stores. 

“Black lives matter more than Black Fri¬ 
day cheap deals,” said Mohawk Kuzma, a 
25-year-old organizer who has been relent¬ 
lessly promoting the Black Friday protest on 
social media. “Think about the Montgomery 
bus boycott,” he said. “This country is run on 
monetary gain, and if we affect that, then we 
can effect real change.” 

Johnson urged people to “turn up” on 
Black Friday, because people across the 
country look to liberal Seattle as a supposed 
model of the future. Her specific call to ac¬ 
tion for this year is blunt: “Shut down stores. 
Ruin a Christmas tree lighting. Because if 
our kids don’t get Christmas, nobody does.” 

Oliver and Kuzma said they experienced 
some of the policing of last year’s protests 
as violence, particularly the SPD’s liberal 
use of pepper spray on demonstrators. And 
they said racial injustice in Seattle runs the 
gamut, from gentrification displacing black 
people to suspension rates of black students 
in schools that far exceed whites, to the 
building of a new voter-approved juvenile 
detention center in the Central District to 
replace a dilapidated detention center where 
black youth are disproportionately incarcer¬ 
ated over their white counterparts. 

I asked Kuzma how he expects the pro¬ 
tests to unfold over the evening, but he said he 
couldn’t explain in detail because “Seattle police 
are going to try to stop us.” The Seattle Police 
Department, for its part, said in a statement 
that it “supports the rights of demonstrators, 
the community, and families enjoying holiday 
events. We will be providing public safety ser¬ 
vices to ensure that all can exercise their rights 
to assembly and free speech.” 

T he $86,096 the Seattle Police Depart¬ 
ment spent responding to Black Friday 
protests last year was just one part of a larg¬ 
er—and very costly—response to a series of 
protests that spanned several months. Over 


just a one-month span from November to 
December last year, the SPD deployed hun¬ 
dreds of officers and spent more than $1.6 
million in its response to the Black Lives 
Matter protests. 

But no one seemed to be satisfied with how 
the SPD handled the demonstrations—par¬ 
ticularly last year’s Black Friday disruption. 
In a letter to city officials, the Downtown 


“This is not a scenario in 
which there is a weighing 
of rights: the right to shop 
uninterrupted and the 
right to speech. Only one 
of those is, in fact, a right.” 


Seattle Association (DSA) complained that 
police didn’t shut down unpermitted marches, 
which, they said, had scared shoppers away, 
forced stores to close early, prevented the 
children’s choir from performing, and result¬ 
ed in an “unfortunate hit to our reputation.” 

The Public Defender Association, the 
group of lawyers representing indigent defen¬ 
dants, shot back with its own statement and 
accused the DSA of not understanding how 
free speech in public places works. “Many now 
feel that that issue [of racially biased police vi¬ 
olence] must intrude into ‘business as usual,”’ 
the group said, “to ensure that a critical mass 
of Americans understands that change in po¬ 
licing practices is urgently needed.” 

Those talking points are being repeated 
again this year. In an interview, the DSA’s 
James Sido called last year’s Black Friday 
demonstrations “unfortunate,” but said po¬ 
lice have been planning ahead for this year’s 
protests. An employee at the Pacific Place 
Michael Kors store told me the mall’s pri¬ 
vate security guards have been preparing 
a “strategy” for Black Friday, including po¬ 
tentially using “rolling lockouts” to prevent 
protesters from getting inside. 

On November 23, the Seattle King County 
NAACP joined the Public Defender Asso¬ 
ciation in calling on the SPD to “refrain from 
violent attacks against Black Lives Matters 
protesters during the upcoming Black Friday 
demonstrations.” Patricia Sully, a staff attor¬ 
ney with the association, said she hopes to see 
officers in regular uniform, rather than in riot 
gear or using pepper spray. “It is important to 
recognize that this is not a scenario in which 
there is a weighing of rights: the right to shop 
uninterrupted and the right to speech. Only 
one of those is, in fact, a right,” she said. 

In response to the criticisms of its past 
tactics, the police department said it has 
“partnered with a group of independent 
experts, including the Center for Policing 
Equity, to review and assist in enhancing 
our practices in crowd management. We 
anticipate a report by the end of the year.” 
The city’s Community Police Commission re¬ 
quested such a review back in May, citing the 
need to “diminish tension between the police 
and demonstrators and their supporters.” 

O n a clear, sunny morning one week 
ahead of Black Friday, workers were 
stringing red and white lights around West- 
lake Park and constructing the scaffolding 
for the holiday tree in front of the mall. Most 
of the store managers and employees I spoke 
to said the protests last year had been “an¬ 
noying” or “scary.” 

But Cody Jackson, a salesperson at the 
makeup store Sephora, who will be working 
on Black Friday, said if he could, he’d be out 
protesting too. “As soon as you disrupt that 
routine [of shopping],” he said, “it forces 
them to look at what’s going on and say, ‘Why 
did that get disrupted?”’ ■ 
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There May Be Harmful 
Pesticides on Your Pot 

Although Legalization Came with Strict Restrictions on Pesticide 
Use, Washington State Has Yet to Test a Single Nug for Pesticides 


W hen recreational weed became 
legal in Washington State, it 
came with strict restrictions on 
pesticide use, which was unique. In Colo¬ 
rado and Oregon, legalization came with no 
such guidelines. Pesticides were regulated 
in Colorado only after it was discovered that 
a major marijuana grower had been spray¬ 
ing its crops with the fungicide Eagle 20, 
which releases a toxic gas when burned. That 
discovery led to the nation’s first cannabis li¬ 
ability lawsuit. Colorado is now on its sixth 
pesticide-related product recall, according to 
Marijuana Business Daily. 

With the passage of 1-502, the Washington 
State Liquor and Cannabis Board (WSLCB) 
developed a list of 271 pesticides allowed on 
pot. They also required growers to record 
and disclose the pesticides they use on their 
products. Most importantly, they established 
strict penalties for anyone caught using an 
unapproved pesticide, which they planned to 
enforce via a combination of on-site inspec¬ 
tions and random testing. 

But nearly two years later, the state hasn’t 
exactly followed through on those plans. 

To date, the WSLCB has yet to test a 


BY TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 

single nug of marijuana for pesticides. The 
WSLCB’s chief method of enforcement has 
been premises checks, which are done mostly 
in response to complaints, said Brian Smith, 
director of communications at the WSLCB. 
As of September 25, the WSLCB had con¬ 
ducted 651 premises checks on licensed 
growers. But these premises checks reached 
only 252 growers out of a total of 668, leaving 
nearly two-thirds unmonitored. 

Smith acknowledged the possibility that 
some unsafe weed may be slipping through 
the cracks. “If labs are not currently testing 
for pesticides, it’s possible that some [taint¬ 
ed] products are making it to the market,” 
he said. Yet Smith also believes the state’s 
current enforcement is a powerful deterrent 
to scofflaws, saying, “The use of unapproved 
pesticides is a huge risk for the licensee. If 
they are caught, they face suspension or loss 
of their license for repeat violations.” 

Of the 252 growers in the state that have 
been monitored, only six were found to be 
violating pesticide laws, and only two of those 
resulted in fines—both of which were for the 
use of spinosad, an insecticide that’s far from 
the most dangerous thing out there. The 


WSLCB did not find anyone using Eagle 20, 
Avid, or any of the other usual suspects. 

But according to a buyer for a major 
retail marijuana store in Western Washing¬ 
ton—who only agreed to be interviewed upon 
condition of anonymity—the use of banned 
pesticides is not uncommon. 

“I’m seeing scary chemicals,” the buyer 
said, referring to Eagle 20 and Avid, which 
he said he’s seen during his frequent field vis¬ 
its with suppliers. He added that many of the 
people he’s visited have never been inspected 
by the WSLCB. “It’s awful. A lot of people are 
doing really horrible things during flower be¬ 
cause they’ve taken so long to get there that 
once they’re already to this point, and they’re 
a month out from hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, they’ll spray. And they’ll spray what¬ 
ever it takes onto their plants. That’s not 
everyone, but that’s a lot of people.” 


B efore legalization, the use of heavy-duty 
synthetic pesticides was common in 
the unregulated medical market. A report 
published last year by the Cannabis Safety 


Institute found pesticides on “close to half of 
the cannabis sold in Oregon dispensaries.” 
While many of I-502’s ganjapreneurs are new 
to the game, plenty cut their teeth in medical, 
and those old bad habits die hard. 

Boris Gorodnitsky, co-owner of New Leaf 
Enterprises, one of Seattle’s largest grow¬ 
ers and the maker of the popular Dama line 
of products, said that in his days in the un¬ 
regulated medical market, he used many 
pesticides that are now illegal. 

“We were using them when we were in 
medical, of course,” he said, “but those are 
very, very widely used by everyone.” He said 
he received plenty of negative publicity about 
his pesticide use, but contends that it was 
mostly because he was honest about it. “We 
were just giving people the information.” 

Gorodnitsky said his company voluntarily 
switched to using legal pesticides well in ad¬ 
vance of obtaining its 1-502 license, but he 
doesn’t believe others are doing the same, 
given the amount of money involved. While 
he grows indoors, where he can control the 
environment to ensure a continual rotation of 
small harvests, outdoor growers face major 
crop loss because they get only one harvest 
per year. Such emergencies push people to 
make questionable choices, and state over¬ 
sight isn’t enough to deter them, he said. 

“Are they going to lose their $1 million 
crop or are they going to spray and hope they 
don’t get caught?” he said. “Nine times out of 
10, they won’t get caught.” 

Dash (who declined to give his last name)— 
a concentrate maker who has worked in the 
medical, legal, and black markets—agreed 
with Gorodnitsky on dangerous pesticide use, 
saying, “It absolutely goes on. The 1-502 reg¬ 
ulations are weak in a lot of places.” 

While Dash and Gorodnitsky say the use 
of banned pesticides is common knowledge 
in the industry, neither has actually seen it 
firsthand in a legal grow. So should you be 
worried? 

Consider these sobering facts: 

• According to a report by the Cannabis 
Safety Institute, based on tests of medical 
marijuana in Oregon, when THC is concen¬ 
trated, residual pesticide levels shoot up 
in the finished product. The report noted, 
“The observation that the mean level of 
pesticides appears to be roughly lOx higher 
in concentrates versus flowers is somewhat 
surprising, given that cannabinoids are only 
about 2-5x more concentrated in extracted 
products.” 

• Concentrates and extracts are rapidly 
growing in popularity. Paul Radakovich, a 
glassblower who has made marijuana para¬ 
phernalia for upwards of a decade, said he 
almost completely stopped making pipes 
because he can only sell dab rigs these days. 
According to Brian Yauger at “cannalytics” 
company Front Runner (formerly Tetra- 
trak), the amount spent on concentrates has 
increased fifteenfold since September 2014. 
Their overall market share has increased 
from 8 percent to 15.5 percent, and many 
of the state’s larger producer/processor 
licensees are switching to making only con¬ 
centrates, as the profit margin is much higher 
and the demand is growing, he said. 

• According to a report by Frank Con¬ 
rad, lab director of the Colorado Green Lab, 
myclobutanil, the active ingredient in Eagle 
20, releases hydrogen cyanide when heated 
past 205 degrees Celsius. (Butane light¬ 
ers burn at around 1,977 degrees Celsius.) 
While “chronic exposure to dilute hydrogen 
cyanide (ex. 0.008 parts per million) is not 
immediately deadly,” he writes, it is “known 
to cause serious neurological, respiratory, 
cardiovascular, and thyroid problems.” 
He also notes that it doesn’t take large 
amounts to cause those long-term prob¬ 
lems: “Cannabis retaining even marginal 
amounts of myclobutanil (ex. 0.03 ppm) ► 
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◄ could potentially expose consumers to 
non-lethal, but clinically relevant levels of 
hydrogen cyanide.” 


U nlike the food we eat, weed isn’t classi¬ 
fied as an agricultural product, which 
means that the people who are usually in 
charge of regulating the safety of similar 
consumable products—the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture (WSDA) and the 
state Department of Health (DOH)—have 
not played much more than an advisory role 
when it comes to pesticides and pot. Instead, 
that’s been the responsibility of the WSLCB, 
whose primary area of expertise is retail en¬ 
forcement. The enforcement of growers is 
totally out of their purview. So perhaps it’s 
not entirely surprising that the WSLCB has 
bungled this aspect of legalization. 

Fortunately, on October 5, the DOH an¬ 
nounced new standards for “compliant” 
marijuana—an optional designation that 
growers can obtain by adhering to rigor¬ 
ous safety guidelines, including a pesticide 
residue test that looks for 13 of the most no¬ 
torious problem pesticides such as Eagle 20 
and Avid. Retail shops that want to obtain 
a medical endorsement must have 25 per¬ 
cent of their inventory compliant with these 
standards, which provides an incentive for 
growers to test their weed and adhere to the 
DOH standards for sanitary growing and 
safe extraction. 

The DOH rules are a 
breath of fresh air, but 
they are also a remind¬ 
er of just how far the 
pesticide can has been 
kicked down the road. 

The “DOH compliant” 
designation was issued 
via an emergency rule- 
making session to ensure 
the state’s vulnerable 
medical marijuana pa¬ 
tients have access to safe 
weed. Growers needed at 
least six months to have 
compliant weed by the 
July 2016 deadline, when 
medical marijuana will 
officially get folded into 
the recreational market. 

As wonderful as it is that testing is fi¬ 
nally getting under way, the WSLCB has 
been talking about randomized pesticide 
testing since at least February, when I first 
reported on the subject. And testing will 
need robust enforcement to back it up. The 
practice of growers cherry-picking—se¬ 
lecting testing samples from a crop’s best 
plants or from plants grown under special 
conditions to get higher THC numbers or 
to pass microbial screenings—is already an 
issue, according to Steven McNalley, senior 
microbiologist at Analytical 360, and has 
very troubling ramifications in the context 
of pesticide testing. 

Also, WSLCB inspectors need to know 
what they’re looking for. Those who came 
across spinosad in their walk-through of 
a grow in Sequim had to check with Erik 
Johansen, the WSDA’s pesticide guru, to 
determine if the pesticide was banned, ac¬ 
cording to their inspection report. This is 
alarming, as WSLCB inspectors are current¬ 
ly the only line of defense against dangerous 
pesticide use. While no one expects them to 
be experts on pesticides, they should at least 
be familiar with the PICOL database—the 
online and publicly accessible list of allowed 
pesticides maintained by Washington State 
University. 

What has the WSLCB been doing instead 
of writing testing rules and checking up on 
growers? Conducting ID stings, apparently. 


They’ve issued 64 warnings or citations re¬ 
lated to sales to minors or allowing minors on 
the premises, handed out over the course of 
1,253 retail premises checks, since weed be¬ 
came legal. 

Smith pointed out that the WSLCB has 
had to develop a regulatory system complete¬ 
ly from scratch and says pesticides are “just 
one of the many, many issues we face.” He 
added, “Pesticide testing is not required by 
1-502. Testing for pesticides is very complex 
and expensive. None of the state’s certified 
labs are able to test for pesticides today.” 


P art of the reason it has taken labs so long 
to test for pesticides is because they 
haven’t known what they were supposed to 
be testing for. Bobby Hines, co-owner of Con¬ 
fidence Analytics, said looking for all banned 
pesticides is like looking for “a needle in a 
stack of needles.” Smith also cited the ab¬ 
sence of testing guidelines as a major reason 
for the lack of pesticide testing. 

But who had the authority to set up those 
guidelines? The WSLCB. And who ended up 
doing it? WSDA’s Erik Johansen and DOH 
legal director Kristi Weeks came up with 
a short list (likely to be expanded later) of 
pesticides to check for. There are a few more 
details to work out before labs will have all 
the information they need, but it’s a start. 
McNalley of Analytical 360 said his lab wasn’t 
ready to invest in the necessary equipment 
yet, but “when the DOH 
finalizes the rules for 
medical [marijuana] and 
those become not emer¬ 
gency but official rules, 
we’ll be ready to go at 
that point.” 

Smith is also correct 
that testing can be expen¬ 
sive. Bradley Douglass of 
the Were Shop says his 
lab has the capacity to 
do pesticide testing for 
$500 per sample. But 
if all growers were re¬ 
quired to run a pesticide 
test as part of their 
state-mandated testing 
panel—which currently 
requires testing for THC, CBD, and micro¬ 
bial content—prices would decline, as it would 
create an instant economy of scale. Hines said 
having a guaranteed market for pesticide test¬ 
ing would definitely lower his prices. 

Labs should be ready for DOH-required 
testing by spring, said Smith. But that test¬ 
ing will cover a fraction of the total market. 
And the weed that carries that “compliant” 
designation will cost more, which could 
drive the most vulnerable users—medical 
marijuana patients—to buy cheaper weed 
that isn’t as safe. Though Smith agrees that 
testing is important for the entire marijuana 
market—he told me the WSLCB is “work¬ 
ing closely with the WSDA” to develop a 
testing-based pesticide enforcement pro¬ 
gram—he couldn’t give me a firm date for 
when the state will begin regularly testing 
marijuana. When I asked him why it wasn’t 
a higher priority given that growers are 
likely out there spraying crops with Eagle 
20 right now, he pointed out that weed has 
never been tested for pesticides. 

While true, it’s also true that legalization 
has created a new landscape of marijuana 
use. One of the main arguments in favor of le¬ 
galizing marijuana was to improve consumer 
safety, but whether weed is indeed safer is 
questionable. And with more people smok¬ 
ing pot since it became legal, and more of 
those people smoking concentrates, pesticide 
testing isn’t just a nice idea—it’s a matter of 
public health. ■ 


One of the main 
arguments in 
favor of legalizing 
marijuana was 
to improve 
consumer 
safety, but 
whether weed 
is indeed safer is 
questionable. 
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JAMES THE STANTON 


How Do You Tell a Joke 
in Portland, Oregon? 

You Don't, You Asshole, How Dare You 


A s someone who tells jokes, I’m al¬ 
ways amazed when an audience 
member loses it—lashes out in con¬ 
fused frustration, tells the comic 
onstage to eat a dick, and then storms off an¬ 
grily But we’re just telling jokes up here, you 
think. We all sort of just agreed to come here 
tonight, voluntarily, to a comedy club. 

At the same time, though, it’s the public. 
They don’t do comedy, they don’t think about 
comedy, and they’re not comics. Certainly I 
know that when in an art gallery, maybe the 
first thing to come to my mind is Oh right, I 
really do not understand art. But I don’t hold 
it against the artists, nor do I go around ru¬ 
ining the afternoons of those around me. I 
simply look at the ladies and I enjoy the big 
walls, because I am a member of society. 

One night in Portland, though, about a 
year ago, it was a comic who didn’t under¬ 
stand what was going on. At least this person 
was a purported comic, or someone holding 
themselves out to be a comic, or something. 
Never had a set of mine led to a posting the 
next day on a show’s group or event page 
about redoubled efforts to book only femi¬ 
nists, not racists, no one homophobic, no one 
cruel, progressives, NICE PEOPLE. 

Really, the jokes that I’d told had been 
time-tested and well-worn, loved by poets and 
painters, professors of law, Londoners and 
New Yorkers, no-good kids and thoughtful old 
folk from all ends of Newfoundland. 

The night was also my introduction to both 
the idea and the phenomenon of the “safe 
space.” Most spaces I’d performed in had 
been pretty safe I thought when accepting 
the gig. (And things had gone okay.) What I 
did not understand at the time was that “safe” 


BY DAVID HETI 

was just some sort of neo-speak for whatever 
totalizing ideology. 

Even today I can’t truly wrap my head 
around the politics that I violated, nor can I 
say which joke in particular, if any, was the 
one to prompt the ultimate outrage. I was 
never told. What I did understand going in, 
though, was that most people in the crowd 
would most likely be female and queer. Okay, 
I thought to myself as a comic might, this is 
a good time for the female and queer mate¬ 
rial. If these are intelligent, good-willed, 
self-respecting individuals, then not only 
will they have the capacity to laugh at them¬ 
selves, they will want to laugh at themselves. 
After all, to stand before 
a roomful of queer wom¬ 
en and tell jokes on the 
subject of—say, for ex¬ 
ample—straight men is 
no more in good spirit 
than it is, in a roomful 
of straight men, to tell 
jokes about queer wom¬ 
en. At best, those jokes that involve laughing 
at people who are not like you are comedically 
uninteresting, regressive, and intellectually 
stultifying. At worst, they are hateful, per¬ 
nicious, and divisive. As a comic, that kind 
of material offends me. It’s in those kinds of 
spaces that I feel most uncomfortable. 

But, obviously, my comfort was not the 
issue. 

Now, I’d been given an early light on pre¬ 
vious occasions—when a set doesn’t go well, 
they want you off, understandably—but on 
this particular night, the audience was really 
digging it. It was almost as if—oh, how might 
one say it—they’d previously not had that 


kind of comedy there?! Maybe the whole ex¬ 
perience was... dare one say... kinda funny? 

Yet I got the early light. I got it not only 
far earlier than ever before, but more unex¬ 
pectedly too, given how much the crowd had 
been listening intently and laughing. Still, it’s 
considered bad form to fight the light, and 
you get off when told, and so I did. After ask¬ 
ing the person running the room what had 
happened, I was told that I had spoken some 
“trigger words.” At the time, this was a turn 
of phrase totally new to me, though from the 
way the words were used, I came to sense it 
suggested something categorical, irredeem¬ 
ably other, almost magical. 

Feeling totally un¬ 
welcome, my friend 
and I left to go lick our 
wounds and think things 
over. 

The only time that 
I’d ever thought, “Oh, 
for fuck’s sake, if only 
there’d been some sort 
of a comedy safe space,” was when waking 
up to the news of the Charlie Hebdo massa¬ 
cre. I mean, if nothing else, clearly the killers 
had been given their own little worlds. (How 
else does one get those crazy ideas except, of 
course, through a “safe space” of their own 
making?) 

Those unable to distinguish between mi- 
sogynistic/racist/homophobic/cruel/NOT 
NICE PEOPLE jokes and jokes about mi¬ 
sogyny etc. and jokes about misogynistic 
jokes etc. simply ought not to be telling jokes. 
But, of course, that’s just what I believe. 

Women who’ve miscarried have told me 
they love the miscarriage joke, while homos 


who’ve homoed have told me they love the 
homo joke. Needless to say, these are not bad 
people. To not tell these jokes would have 
been to infantilize them. To quote from just 
one of the handful of wholly retrograde, em¬ 
barrassing obscenity trials (where only the 
most narrow-minded, upstanding of citizenry 
did their best to stop the publication of Henry 
Miller’s Tropic of Cancer, Allen Ginsberg’s 
Howl, and other such filth): “A denial of free¬ 
dom on the queasy grounds that men are not 
fit for freedom... is to say that the least of 
men shall dictate the diet of the rest.” 

Now, I travel all over telling jokes, and 
Portland is by all means a hip and happening 
town, and I almost love it. Of the comics I’ve 
met there, maybe 99 percent of them have 
been super cool, many even remembering 
and apologizing for that one night more than 
a whole year after the fact. Certainly, where 
I come from—those great cultural mono¬ 
liths of Toronto and Montreal—we too have 
our problematic rooms. But not like Portland 
does. And, for that matter, not even like Seat¬ 
tle does. Maybe it’s some sort of combination 
of temperate weather, relative affluence, and 
a remarkably homogenous demographic, but 
there simply is something about the Pacific 
Northwest (even you, Vancouver, if just a bit) 
that appears to lead to a kind of closing of the 
comedic mind or spirit. 

On the other hand, for example, New York¬ 
ers seem to have come to terms with anyone 
telling anyone just about anything—white, 
black, whatever—as they know all too well 
that they’re in the shit together. And, as for 
your Anytowns, USA, it always just feels 
like they know not to take things—i.e., them¬ 
selves—so seriously. No one’s less queer, no 
one’s less proud—they just get that it’s com¬ 
edy. They give the benefit of the doubt. 

I may present as cruel, but I certainly 
don’t identify. ■ 

DAVID HETI is a stand-up comic, sort of. He 
teaches comedy writing at McGill University 
and, from time to time, does some stuff with 
a children’s hospital in their bioethics de¬ 
partment. His debut album, It Was OK, was 
recorded live in a basement and can be found 
on Stand Up! Records. His podcast and more 
can be found at davidheti.com. 


After I got the early 
light, I was told 
I'd spoken some 
"trigger words." 
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HUMP! Watching porn the way your grandparents used to. 


2015 

Announcing This Year’s Winning Films—and a 
Call for Submissions for HUMP! 2016! 


T he Pacific Northwest’s biggest, 
best, and only amateur porn festi¬ 
val wrapped up its 11th annual run 
last weekend. And it was our biggest 
HUMP! yet: More than 20,000 people poured 
into theaters in Seattle, Portland, and Olym¬ 
pia over two long, wet weekends to watch 
porn the way their grandparents used to— 
sitting next to strangers in the dark. 

We like to think HUMP! audiences have 
a better time than the audiences at those 
old dirty movie theaters. Actually, we know 
HUMP! audiences have a better time—audi¬ 
ences at those old dirty movie theaters didn’t 
cheer for the performers and filmmakers af¬ 
ter each film! 

And what did audiences see at HUMP! 
this year? HUMP! audiences cheered live- 
action video games; transformative blowjobs 
(emphasis on trans ); human lube dispens¬ 
ers; buckets of orca semen; bondage play for 
all ages, orientations, and gender identities; 
googly-eyed penis puppets; a climatic passage 
from Mike Huckabee’s newest book—and so 
much more. HUMP! audiences were also 
cheering for films they won’t see anywhere 
else—or ever again, because movies made for 
HUMP! are not released online. (At least not 
by us!) 

The 11th annual HUMP! was our best 
porn fest yet, with more screenings, bigger 
crowds, and more films than ever before. 
And if you missed HUMP!, don’t despair: 
This year’s HUMP! festival will be touring 


BY DAN SAVAGE 

the country in the new year. Keep an eye on 
humptour.com for announcements about cit¬ 
ies and dates, and make a plan to join us at a 
HUMP! screening in another city! 

While HUMP! now tours the United States 
and Canada, only audiences in Seattle and 
Portland get to vote for the best films in the 
festival. HUMP! audiences bestow the annual 
HUMP! Awards on the filmmakers—and the 
large cash prizes that go with them. We care¬ 
fully retrieved all the ballots from our ballot 
boxes (maybe voter turnout would be higher 
in Seattle if King County stole our ballot-box 
design?), counted them up over the last week, 
and we are pleased to announce the winners! 



KELLY O 


HUMP! ballot boxes. 

THE 2015 HUMP! AWARDS 

With the exception of the Jury Award, the 
winners of all HUMP! Awards are deter¬ 
mined by audience ballot at screenings in 
Portland and Seattle. 


Jury Award: Cuckold ($1,000 Prize) 

Best Sex: Pachisi ($1,000 Prize) 

Runner-Up TIE: Art Primo and Cake Boss 
(each film will get a $250 Runner-Up Prize) 

Best Humor: The Collector ($1,000 Prize) 
Runner-Up: Film Bonoir ($250 Prize) 

Best Kink: Unicorn in the Castle ($1,000 
Prize) 

Runner-Up: Lube Dispenser ($250 Prize) 
BEST IN SHOW: Level Up ($5,000 Prize) 
Congrats to all the winners of HUMP! 2015! 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
FOR HUMP! 2016 

efore we get to the formal call for 
submissions... 

We have some big news for 
HUMP! 2016 filmmakers: We’re upping 
the size of most of the prizes! Starting 
next year, the prizes in the Best Sex, Best 
Humor, and Best Kink categories will be 
$2,000 each; runners-up in all three catego¬ 
ries will receive a $1,000 prize. The Jury 
Award and the Best in Show prizes are un¬ 
changed. There is no charge to enter a film 
in HUMP!, and filmmakers who allow their 


films to tour the country get a percentage of 
every ticket sold. 

Okay, the call for submissions! 

T he Stranger and the Portland Mercury 
invite filmmakers, wannabe filmmak¬ 
ers, wannabe porn stars, actual porn 
stars, kinksters, animators, musicians, chore¬ 
ographers, friends, lovers, couples, throuples, 
and other creative types everywhere to create 
short porn films—five minutes max—for the 
12th annual HUMP! festival. Your films can 
be hardcore, softcore, live action, animation, 
kinky, vanilla, straight, gay, lesbian, bi, trans, 
genderqueer—anything goes at HUMP! 

HUMP! audiences cheered 
live-action video games, 
transformative blowjobs, 
buckets of orca semen, and 
googly-eyed penis puppets. 

(Well, almost anything: No poop, no animals, 
no minors.) HUMP! films are not released on¬ 
line or in any other form. Filmmakers retain 
all the rights. 

Filmmakers are invited to include two 
props in their films so that audiences will know 
they’re watching movies that were made just 
for HUMP! The use of these props is OPTION¬ 
AL, but the inclusion of the suggested props 
has been known to break a tie and get a film 
into HUMP! The props for HUMP! 2016 are... 
a “Make America Great Again” hat (avoid giv¬ 
ing any money to Donald Trump by buying a 
cheap knockoff, please!) and an accordion. 

The deadline for submissions for HUMP! 
2016 will be Friday, September 30, 2016. For 
more information about submitting a film to 
HUMP!, go to humpseattle.com. ■ 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Fresh Air by dan savage 


A couple of months ago, I got Candida (a fun¬ 
gal infection) under my foreskin. I went to the 
doctor, picked up some cream, and used the 
cream as directed. The infection 
went away for about a week and 
then returned. I got this idea that 
maybe the cream didn’t work the 
first time because it’s so natu¬ 
rally moist under the foreskin. 

So I used the cream a second 
time—but this time, after each 
application I would u air out” my 
penis, i.e., pull back the foreskin 
and leave the head exposed to the 
open air for a little while. The Can¬ 
dida cleared up, apparently for 
good. What surprised me, though, 
was that I really enjoyed this twice-a-day air¬ 
ing out. I’ve continued doing it. I have no idea 
why I find this enjoyable. I’m not masturbat¬ 
ing while I’m doing it. I just use that flap on 
the front of my underwear to help keep the 
foreskin back and leave my glans exposed for 
about 15 to 20 minutes. (This is likely the first 
time in history that anyone has actually used 
that flap on the front of men’s underwear.) I’m 
wondering if, by airing out my cock in this way, 
there’s any risk of causing damage. From read¬ 
ing the all-knowing internet, it seems that this 
amount shouldn’t cause any problems, but I’d 
like to get an expert opinion. I have noticed a 
slight decrease in sensitivity, but that has been 
a positive thing, as I’ve always been quite sen¬ 
sitive. This airing out of my penis seems to 
accomplish a slight desensitizing that I find 
beneficial. Can I continue to do it? 

Apparently Into Retraction 

“This shouldn’t be a problem,” said Dr. Stephen 
King, a urologist and one of my go-to guys on 
all things dick. “It sounds like he found a 
unique solution to a couple of issues: infections 
and sensitivity.” 

So you can continue airing out your cock 
with Dr. King’s blessing—and congratulations 
on coming up with a successful foreskin hack, 
AIR. But Dr. King wouldn’t recommend your 
foreskin hack to uncircumcised/intact dudes 
with a very particular medical condition. (I’m 
using “hack” here in the “life hack” sense, 
obviously—perhaps a poor choice of slang, 
considering that humanity has been needlessly 
hacking away at foreskins for millennia.) 

“The only time keeping a foreskin pulled 
back for a prolonged period of time becomes a 
problem is when someone has phimosis,” said Dr. 
King. An adult with phimosis either can’t retract 
their foreskin over the head of their penis or has 
a very difficult time doing so—a condition an 
adult may develop as the result of an infection 
or some other trauma that scarred the foreskin. 
“In patients who are elderly or demented, the 
foreskin can get stuck in the retracted position,” 
said Dr. King, “trapping blood in the head of the 
penis like a tourniquet, causing severe pain—we 
call this ‘paraphimosis.’” Paraphimosis is some 
serious shit—gangrene can set in, and the head 
of the penis might have to come off. 

“I don’t think this is an issue for AIR,” said 
Dr. King, “so he can continue as desired. Just 
tell him to be careful with that zipper!” 

Gag 20-year-old boy here. I want some ideas 
on what kind of anal toys are best for begin¬ 
ners like myself. I’ve already used my fingers, 
but I want to move up to an actual toy before 
moving on to an actual boy. A recommenda¬ 
tion from you would be great! 

Boy Undertaking Tushy Toys 

They’re not glamorous or groundbreaking, 
BUTT, but the old reliable butt plug is still the 
best bet for anal-play newbies—gay, straight, 
or bi. They look like tiny lava lamps, they fit 
neatly in butts, and anal sphincters hold them 
firmly in place—freeing up your hands for 
other things, from jacking yourself off to swip¬ 
ing left or right to writing advice columns. 



JOE NEWTON 


My girlfriend of six months hooked up with 
one of my buds. They were both drunk at a 
party, and I was out of town for a sports thing. 

I wasn’t angry when she (( con- 
fessed. ” I thought it was hot and 
said we should maybe have a 
threesome with the dude. I’m 
not interested in being with 
a guy, but I’d be down with 
a M/M/F threesome. So now 
my girlfriend is furious 
with me for not being angry. 
She literally just texted to say 
she’s not sure she can stay with 
me because she doesn’t want to 
be with a guy who wouldn’t care 
if she slept around on him. What 
the fuck am I supposed to say to that? 

The Wronged Party 

“Bye.” 

I love that you use the term u cocksucker” only 
in a non-pejorative way. I don’t know if you’ve 
said so explicitly, but I imagine your aim is to 
remove its negative connotation. As the owner 
of a cock, I think cocksucking is WONDER¬ 
FUL! Therefore, cocksuckers are wonderful as 
well. There needs to be more cocksucking in this 
world! Following your example, I am trying to 
use the term only in its literal sense and only in 
a positive light. Do you have a good substitute 
word for a person one is not pleased with? 

Changing Language Is Terrific 

How about “kochbrother,” CLIT? Same num¬ 
ber of syllables, same explosive/percussive “K” 
sound at the start, same “er” ending—and our 
democracy (and our environment) would be a 
lot better off if there were more cocksuckers 
out there and fewer Koch brothers. 

I would like some clarification. Does my situ¬ 
ation fall into the “when it’s okay to have an 
affair” category or am I just looking for you to 
absolve me of guilt? I got divorced a year ago, 
and I’m 100 percent focused on being a mom dur¬ 
ing the time my son is with me and helping him 
through the divorce transition. I met a man who 
has been married for 20-plus years and I’m hav¬ 
ing an affair with him. He and his wife spend all 
of their time taking care of their adult disabled 
son. He said they have nothing in common but 
caretaking. He’s never said anything bad about 
the wife except they’ve grown apart and he can’t 
(or won’t) leave because of their son. It works for 
me because he’s the most incredible lover I’ve 
ever had and he doesn’t bother me or demand 
attention when I’m busy being a mom. I do have 
strong feelings for him but no expectation of him 
leaving his wife to be with me. Does this meet 
your u okay to cheat” criteria? 

Loving Isn’t Always Really Simple 

Indeed it does, LIARS. Your situation, in fact, is 
a good example of the kind of affair people rarely 
hear about and advice professionals pretend 
doesn’t exist, i.e., the affair that saves a mar¬ 
riage and improves the lives and lots of everyone 
involved, whether directly or indirectly. Your 
marriage is over, of course, but you’re getting 
your sexual needs met by someone who doesn’t 
distract you from your son’s needs. And the 
time your lover spends with you—the intimacy, 
affirmation, and release you provide him—has 
doubtless helped to make him a kinder and less 
resentful companion/partner and a better father/ 
caretaker. Here’s hoping your lover’s wife is 
getting the kind of sanity-preserving intimacy, 
affirmation, and release she needs, too—whether 
sexual or in some other form. ■ 

On the Lovecast, it’s the families show, 
with 74-time Jeopardy! winner Ken Jennings: 
savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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EASON 
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Stupid F»‘v*ing Bird 

The Mystery of Love &, Sex 

Daisy 

The Royals 
Dangerous LigJsons 
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SEATTLE 

ART 

MUSEUM 


FOOD, ART, & 
IMPRESSIONISM 


SAtt TALKS: CHEF RENEE ERICKSON 
& ARTIST JEFFRY MiTCHELL 

WED, DEC 2 t 7-9 PM 
SEATTLE ART MUSEUM 

lmi>rfis&ioiNsEs are known for lusMi^ntiog the |Oy* 
of the everyday: tli& outdoors. pels, friends, 
and-of course—food 

Seattle chef Renee Erickson end nnulti-dlKipiinary 
■ irtist JeMry Mitcholt disouvji Itio c®nr«ucllOni 
between feed aod nrt, inspired fry the exhibition 
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of Art. 

Renee Erickson is .1 JfiiPCO BeOrd-nominated chef 
a^d (a? ov^ner of several Seattle res-t-ienlnt s. 

Jerfry Mrtctiell has produced idiosyncratic 
sculptures, drawings, and prints. 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


strangerthingstodo.com stranger_events If Stranger Things To Do 



Jinkx Monsoon and 
Major Scales: Unwrapped 

Through Dec 13 at Seattle Repertory Theatre 


PERFORMANCE 


Jinkx Monsoon 
and Major Scales: 
Unwrapped 


a holiday show, so expect really fucked-up 
Christmas songs—or maybe Hanukkah songs. 
Jinkx is half Jewish, as every die-hard Jinkx 
fan worth their salt knows. (Seattle Reper¬ 
tory Theatre , Wed-Sun , $34-$72, through 
Dec 13) CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE 

We also recommend... 


DON'T MISS 


_| There are no words for how 

brain-explodingly brilliant Jinkx Monsoon is. 
You think she was funny on RuPauTs Drag 
Racel You don't know the half of it. She 
brought down the house in The Vaudevil- 
lians at Seattle Rep last year, which was such 
a smash hit that the Rep offered Jinkx and 
Major Scales "an open invitation to come 
back to us with a new show." This is it! It's 


Chris Perondi's Stunt Dog Experience: 

Broadway Center for the Performing Arts, 
Tacoma, Sat Nov 28 at 2:30 and 7:30 pm, 

$15/$29 

Comedy Womb Open Mic: Rendezvous, 

Tues Dec 1, 7 and 9 pm, $5 

Listening Glass: Police Station, Thurs-Sun, 

$35, through Nov 29 

The Nutcracker: McCaw Hall, Fri-Sat, 


$25-$156, through Dec 28 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


ART 


Remember to 
Come Back ... 


DON'T MISS 


In the wispy drawings of 
ruby onyinyechi amanze, a Brooklyn-based 
Nigerian artist, human figures are in transit 
between the real world and the imagined 
ones, appearing between and before door¬ 
ways, appearing partly in color and partly in 
pencil. Amanze is one of five artists included 


in the show about migration called Re¬ 
member to Come Back.... Each artist is from 
somewhere in Africa and has an adopted 
home in the United States or Europe, and 
each considers the significance of departure, 
return, exile, assimilation, and refuge. The 
artists are amanze. Clay Apenouvon, Mwangi 
Hutter, Delio Jasse, and Zohra Opoku. Re¬ 
member to Come Back... is aptly timed not 
only for the international news about migra¬ 
tion and social transformation, but also for 
the American and European holiday seasons, 
when we all go home again in our own 
ways. (Mariane Ibrahim Gallery Wed-Sat , 
free, through Dec 23) JEN GRAVES 

Continued ► 
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Sunday 

MAKERS MARKET 

at Vermillion 



second Sunday of every month, 1-6 pm 

at Vermillion Art Gallery, 1508 11th Ave • vermillionmakersmarket.squarespace.com 
instagram @ vermillionmakersmarket • facebook.com/VermillionMakersMarket 


flieSfoangeft 

COCKTAIL 

COMPASS 


A 






FEATURED HAPPY HOUR! 



I'Al'JHk HOTII 

min li 


Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm 



THINGS TO DO ARM CULIURE 

We also recommend... 

Holiday Art Sale: Pratt Fine Arts Center, 
through Nov 29, 11 am-7 pm, free 


MUSEUMS 

Art AIDS America: Tacoma Art Museum, 
Tues-Sun, $14, through Jan 10 

Brenna Youngblood: abstracted reali¬ 
ties: Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $19.95, 
through April 17 

Camp Fires: The Queer Baroque of 
Leopold L. Foulem, Paul Mathieu, and 
Richard Milette: Bellevue Arts Museum, 
$12, through Feb 14 
Constructs: Installations by Asian 
Pacific American Women Artists: Wing 
Luke Museum, Tues-Sun, $14.95, through 
April 17 

The Duchamp Effect: Seattle Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $19.50, through Aug 14 

Franz Erhard Walther: The Body Draws: 

Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through 
March 6 

Genius / 21 Century / Seattle: Frye Art 
Museum, Tues-Sun, free, through Jan 10 
The Harmon & Harriet Kelley Collection 
of African American Art: Works on Pa¬ 
per: Northwest African American Museum, 
through April 17, $7 
Heikki Seppa: Bainbridge Island Mu¬ 
seum of Art, Bainbridge Island, daily, free, 
through Feb 7 

Intimate Impressionism from the Na¬ 
tional Gallery of Art: Seattle Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $24.95, through Jan 10 
James Turrell's Light Reign: Henry Art 
Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10 

Pablo Helguera: Libreria Donceles: Henry 
Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through Jan 3 
Pae White: Command-Shift-4: Henry Art 
Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through Jan 24 
Paradox of Place: Contemporary Korean 
Art: Asian Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $9, 
through March 13 

Rebel, Rebel: Seattle Art Museum, Wed- 
Sun, $19.95, through Dec 13 
Sam Vernon: Olympic Sculpture Park, free, 
through March 6 


GALLERIES 

Andrea Geyer: Travels on a Slender 
Thread: The New Foundation Seattle, Thurs- 
Sat, free, through Jan 16 
Ariana Page Russell: Interior Optics: 

Platform Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through 
Dec 12 

Barbara Robertson: Gallery4Culture, Mon- 
Fri, free, through Nov 30 
Ben Beres: Horror Vacui: Davidson Galler¬ 
ies, Tues-Sat, free, through Nov 28 
Electric Fields: 2015 Juried Exhibition: 
Punch Gallery, Thurs-Sat, free, through Dec 
19 

Frye Art Museum/Yesler Community 
Center Exhibition: Frye Art Museum, daily, 
free, through Jan 10 

Iverson + Kenna: G. Gibson Gallery, Wed- 
Sat, free, through Nov 28 

Jonathan Wakuda Fischer & Louie Gong: 
Rebels of the Floating World: ArtX- 
change, Tues-Sat, free, through Nov 28 
Matika Wilbur: Project 562: The Hibulb 
Cultural Center and Natural History Pre¬ 
serve, Tulalip, Tues-Sun, $10, through June 
11 

'Mo-Wave Art Exhibit: Vermillion, Tues- 
Sat, free, through Dec 5 
MOSQUITO NOISE: Ghost Gallery, Tues-Sun, 
free, through Dec 6 

Nuclear Family: Photographs by 
Bootsy Holler: Wall Space @ Utina, by 


appointment, free, through Dec 22 

Robert Rhee: Winter Wheat: Glass Box 
Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through Nov 28 
Roger Shimomura: Great American 
Muse: Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, 
through Dec 24 

Veit Stratmann: The Seattle Floor: 

Suyama Space, Mon-Fri, free, through Dec 
11 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FILM 


The Winding 
Stream 


DON'T MISS 


| The Winding Stream, which 
first screened at Northwest Film Forum's 
2015 Local Sightings film festival, takes us 
to the roots of a form of music that has 
long expressed the conditions and feelings 
of many working-class white Americans: 
country music. Since the beginning of the 
20th century, the Carter Family, the lead¬ 
ing subject of this documentary, played an 
important role in the origins, development, 
and maturity of this genre. In the late 1960s, 
a member of that family, June Carter, mar¬ 
ried the American icon and country singer 
Johnny Cash. The director of The Winding 
Stream, Beth Harrington, will attend the 
screenings on November 27 and 28. (North¬ 
west Film Forum, Nov 27-30, $11) CHARLES 
MUDEDE 


We also recommend... 

Brooklyn: Various locations 
Casablanca: Central Cinema, Nov 27-Dec 
1, $8 

Heart of a Dog: SIFF Cinema Uptown, $12 

In Jackson Heights: Northwest Film Forum, 

through Nov 26, $11 

The Martian: Various locations 

Metropolitan 25th Anniversary: SIFF Film 

Center, Mon Nov 30, $12 

The Night Before: Various locations 

Room: Various locations 

Spectre: Various locations 

Spotlight: Various locations 

Trumbo: Various locations 

Victor Frankenstein: Various locations, 

opens Nov 25 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


READINGS & TALKS 


Srikanth Reddy 


DON'T MISS 


| Srikanth Reddy's talk for the 
Bagley Wright Lecture Series is called "Like 
a Very Strange Likeness and Pink," a nod to 
a line in Gertrude Stein's Tender Buttons. 

In the piece, he'll relate Stein's and Emily 
Dickinson's notions of likenesses to the way 
modern American poets think about social 
identity and difference. This may sound like 
a hopelessly heady enterprise, but Reddy 
is a deeply (if quietly) funny professor-type 
whose electric mind makes surprising con¬ 
nections between unlike things. He'll start, 
for instance, with a meditation on India ink, 
then touch on the death of journalism, and 
then mention a few facts about cuttlefish 
corpses—all within a single paragraph— 
and it'll all make sense. If you DO for some 
reason miss this reading, pick up Readings in 
World Literature, one of the most tragically 
under-acclaimed books of 2012. ( McCaw 
Hall, Tues Dec 1, 7:30 pm, $15-$60) RICH 
SMITH 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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Internet Cat Video Festival 

Wed Nov 25 at 
SIFF Cinema Uptown 



FESTIVALS 


Internet Cat 
Video Festival 


DON'T MISS 


| A three-day celebration of 
the internet's greatest (and arguably only) 
contribution to the cultural life of this plan¬ 
et: short clips of humankind's second-cutest 
pets being cute as hail. Trainspotters will 
take note that this event is held at the same 
venue that recently hosted The Stranger's 
own HUMP!, another festival founded on 
the premise that people will not only pay 
for what they can get for free online, they 
will stand in line in the rain for the privilege 
of doing it together! Meee-ow. (SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, Wed Nov 25, 7 pm, $12) SEAN 
NELSON 


Free Wine Tasting at DeLaurenti: DeLau- 
renti. Sat Nov 28, 2-4 pm, free 
Golden Beetle Thanksgiving Dinner: 
Golden Beetle, Thurs Nov 26, 3-8 pm, $55 
Happy Hour at the Swedish Club: Swed¬ 
ish Cultural Center, Fri Nov 27, 5-10:30 pm 
Miller's Guild Thanksgiving Dinner: 
Miller's Guild, Thurs Nov 26, 4-10 pm, $85 
Onibaba Ramen Pop-up: Miyabi 45th, 
Wed Nov 25, 11:30 am-2 pm 
Paella Night: Terra Plata, Mon Nov 30, 5 
pm, $15 

Snouts & Stouts: Little Water Cantina, Sun 
Nov 29, $17 

Sunday Pig Roast: Bell + Whete, Sun Nov 
29, 5 pm, $24 

Taco Wednesdays: Roanoke Park Place 
Tavern, $1 each. Wed Nov 25, 4 pm-2 am 
Tiki Night: Rumba, Wed Nov 25 
Wii Wednesdays: Sake Nomi, Wed Nov 25, 
6 pm, free 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


QUEER 


5 Point Cafe 
Thanksgiving 


DON'T MISS 


| Thanksgiving is the best 
holiday because it's all about eating a glut¬ 
tonous meal and then falling into a joyous, 
postprandial food coma. At my house, wear¬ 
ing elastic-waist pants is not only accepted 
but encouraged. If I weren't planning to 
cook and eat my biggest meal of the year at 
home. I'd skip the fancy four-course meals 
at white-tablecloth restaurants and head 
directly to Seattle's legendary dive bar the 5 
Point, where $25 gets you a simple, homey 
feast of turkey and all the fixings (includ¬ 
ing broccoli casserole), as well as pumpkin 
or pecan pie for dessert. It's no doubt the 
only restaurant in town serving Thanksgiv¬ 
ing dinner where no one will bat an eye if 
you show up in sweatpants. (5 Point Cafe, 
Thurs Nov 26, 10 am-10 pm, $25) ANGELA 
GARBES 


We also recommend... 

$10 Pizza Mondays: Cafe Lago, Mon Nov 
30, 5 pm 

Cafe Flora Thanksgiving Dinner: Cafe 
Flora, Thurs Nov 26, 1-7:30 pm, $65 
Cedarbrook Thanksgiving Dinner: Cedar- 
brook Lodge, Thurs Nov 26, 12-8 pm, $65 
Free Wine on 15th: European Vine Selec¬ 
tions, Sat Nov 28, 3-6 pm, free 
Free Wine Tasting at Champion Wine 
Cellars: Champion Wine Cellars, Sat Nov 28, 
12-5 pm, free 


INTO? 


DON'T MISS 


I'm normally skeptical of any 
event that uses punctuation, but I trust Nark 
Magazine and House of Cathedral to make 
INTO? into Seattle's next big hit. They're 
building a runway down the floor of Neu- 
mos and offering a grand prize of $1,000 
cash in a strutting competition with four 
categories: What Daddy Wants, But What Is 
It?, BDSFemme, and Best in Show. Competi¬ 
tion slots are filling up fast, so between the 
contestants, the onlookers, and the judges, 
there's sure to be plenty of spectacle to go 
around. "The judges are ferocious," the 
website warns. And they're probably not 
kidding, if Amoania will be there. (Neumos, 
Sat Nov 28, 8 pm, $18/$32 VIP, 21+) MATT 
BAUME 


We also recommend... 

Bearaoke: Cuff, Tues Dec 1, 8 pm, free, 21 + 
Beefcake: Pony, Fri Nov 27, 21 + 

DJ Night: Cuff, Nov 28-29, 10 pm, free, 21 + 

Home for the Holidays (featuring 
Tituss Burgess): Benaroya Hall, Nov 28-29, 
$27-$77 

I Hate Karaoke: Pony, Tues Dec 1, 9 pm, 
free, 21 + 

Mimosas with Mama: Narwhal, Sun Nov 
29, 1 pm, $15-$25, 21 + 

Robbie Turner's Playground: R Place, Wed 
Nov 25, free, 21 + 

Wildrose Karaoke: Wildrose, Wed Nov 25, 
free, 21 + 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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UW study may be able to help. 


Incentive program for quitting marijuana 
Computer-assisted and individual counseling 
Support for quitting tobacco 
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University of Washington 


A FRESH NEW TAKE ON A CLASSIC 
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SO - Exclusive Beers 

12+ Vintage/Rare Beers 


Dec. 2nd thru 
Dec. 6th, 2015 


Heated Tents 
21 it Over Only 


Pioneer Courthouse Square “Right Off The MAX” 

Tickets and Tap List at holidayale.com 
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strangerthingstodo.com/music @SEAshows 



Dude York 

Sat Nov 28 at Redwood 


ANGEL CEBALLOS 


WEDNESDAY 1 1/25 


Hodge, Homemade 
Weapons, Fugal, D J Zai 

(Kremwerk) Hodge (aka Jacob Martin) is yet 
another British producer scrambling techno's 
DNA in order to pump more vital life into 
the form. Recording for top labels like Livity 
Sound, Hemlock, Tempa, and Punch Drunk, 
Hodge injects dubstep, drum 'n' bass, and 
garage's rhythmic disruptions and atmo¬ 
spheric tumult into techno's often rigid 
template, to consistently engrossing results. 
In a Resident Advisor interview, Hodge said 
his recent work has been influenced by 
cyberpunk author William Gibson, which 
augurs well for this show. Homemade Weap¬ 
ons (Seattle-via-Baltimore producer Andre 
Delgado) creates and spins the sort of pum- 
meling, malevolent drum 'n' bass that used 
to get your correspondent hot and bothered 
in the late 1990s. I don't follow the genre 


anymore (send hate mail to the usual ad¬ 
dress), but it's good to know that artists 
like Delgado are maintaining the rugged, 
ruthless aesthetic that made d&b so thrilling 
back in the day. DAVE SEGAL 

Zeds Dead, Aryay 

(Neptune [21+], also 11/27 with Astrono- 
mar [all ages]) Toronto dubstep duo Zeds 
Dead played Showbox Sodo two years 
ago and Showbox at the Market the year 
before that; now they're hitting the smaller 
Neptune Theatre, but for two nights. All 
of which perhaps makes predictions about 
dubstep's waning fortunes in North America 
premature. Whatever the case, Zeds Dead 
use the genre's outrageously bulbous bass 
tones and Hollywood-punch-sound beats 
with greater and more refined attention to 
dynamics than most in the field, and they're 
not unfamiliar with trap and drum 'n' bass 
moves, either. They've remixed tracks by 


a surprising array of artists (Nina Simone, 
Rolling Stones, Massive Attack, Radiohead) 
and even covered the Moody Blues' "Nights 
in White Satin." Ever wave your lighter at 
a dubstep gig? This could be your chance. 
DAVE SEGAL 

Thunderpussy, Nightmare 
Fortress, Draemhouse, Bod 

(Neumos) I already tried to hip y'all to 
Bod, and let's hope it's starting to regis¬ 
ter. "Gigantor" is one of the finest slices 
of homegrown weirdo-pop this city has 
produced in the past half-decade, trust that. 
Tonight, they're first on a formidable bill of 
local lovables. Formerly of Rose Windows, 
Chris Cheveyo's new project Draemhouse 
chugs amicably along on his former band's 
psych-rock fumes, while Nightmare Fortress 
(as per their name) prefer to jam in a more 
synth-gazey, dark-poppy, goth-eyed way. 
Headlining are upcoming heavyweights 


Thunderpussy, who, unlike some other 
pussy" named bands, actually have females 
in the group. And they know how to fucking 
rock. Dig it! KYLE FLECK 

Silas Blak 

(Crocodile Back Bar, all ages) As far as local 
rap middleweights go, Silas Blak has gotten 
the short end of the stick for long enough. 
His intricate, politically minded bars have 
gotten some love (this paper included), but I 
worry that he's falling in the cracks between 
the bleary-eyed #Based crew, the "con¬ 
scious" survivalists, and the up-and-comers/ 
down-and-outers in the Moor Gang. His Blak 
Friday mixtape is one of the strongest rap 
releases out of Seattle this year, with a wary/ 
fiery vibe that's perfect for our dystopian 
now and production that bangs bleakly 
along with it (check that Billy Cobham 
flip on "Yeah, Yeah"—respect to Massive 

Continued ► 
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BLACK 

FRIDAY 
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The SweatBox 
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FRIDAY 

SPECIAL 


EXPIRES 12/31/15 


•NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER 
SPECIALS OR DISCOUNTS 


SHOP 

LOCAL 


SINCE 2 0 0 1 

NEW FLOORS! NOW OFFERING 60 MINUTE CLASSES. 


|Pot Shop] 


MULTI-BRAND MEN'S SHOP 

SINCE 2002 


6019 ISth Are NW 
SeuttlWA 9910? 
1206)632 2240 

Dream of 
a White Christmas 
with up to 40% OFF 
during our 
Secret Santa Safe! 


ftrcfudes tmr ttwH, to cutty ttutdc 

maftrfX-Scs mtitle nith 

\atiinit fiottutieai 
Talaiay Latex! 


www.ian 


com 


WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST/LIMITED QTY 


18 WAYS TO GIVE THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON. 


tftrflrwnf 



A 


OAKOR BREATH SLIPS 


V 

SATIVA/INDICA/HYBRID 

L 

^ k 



j 




1 

2 

4 

s 

i 

P.1 

■ ■ 



S. 

§ 

lg 

s 

1 

J 

t I 


R 

ft 


























































THE STRANGER November 25, 2015 29 





TRI Llll-m itri-1 TLE 

- Hr UK, At -/ ]■ K AULKSS 3 UK AS 


1509 Queen Anne Ave n 
(206) 257-0051 
DAMASKTATTOO.COM 


INA Wave™ 


inspired by the caress of a invar's fingers , 

INA Wave™ surges in a mofirn 

to massage your G-Spot ? white uttra-powerful 
vibrations assure a htentivd ctimax crashes 
ever yen. 
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Available for $229.95 
through Dec 3tst 


The world's most advanced vibrator! 


The 


Red Monkey Deals 

Every Wednesday 

Kids’ Monkey Scavenger Hunt 

Every Week 

Monkey See, Monkey Buy Contest 

Thanksgiving through Fri, Dec 18th 

Caroling Under Gary’s Canopy 

Saturday, December 19th 


Details at Monkeywood.org 

Fantasy^LtdT. 

Our business is your pleasure! 


Lingerie , Shoes, Costumes & more... 
Hours: retail loam-1 zam / arcade Z4brs 

2027 Waitla V? Am? at 7 th ft WcitlaKe - ZDe.ESZ.DlS 7 








Moi eyWood.ora 

fV Ir:'W If you liked Planet of the Apes, 


you II love Neighborhood of the Monkeys 


Brought to you by the Phinney Neighborhood Association Business Group 


“NEIT'dOfNJ’nrcdrRE wrm rt GO" screens and 
lit HD DVB Peep Booths alt tor one tow price. 
Ask one of our entertainers Jimrf a shower shawl 


Monkey Around in Phinney/ 
Greenwood this Holiday Season! 


Available for $219.95 
through Dec 31st 

kt stock tor your 

IMMEDIATE SATISFACTION! 


With powerful motors ht the base & Up. 
Sleek ft smooth, formed perfectly for bigger, 
better, hands-free orgasms! 


Sense technology: 

Shako tha remote gently, 
the toy vibrates gently, 
shako the remote 
the toy vibrates vigorously. 


HUGO™ 

flemofe-coritra/ted prostate massagen 
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TIGS TO DO 

Attack). As our own Larry Mizell Jr. said back 
in July: "It would be right and just for a vet¬ 
eran like Silas Blak to find a bigger audience 
than he's had to date." KYLE FLECK 


THURSDAY 11/26 


Don't even think of saying 
"Gobble-gobble." 


FRIDAY 11/27 


So Pitted, Toner, Big Bite, 

Michael Abey ta 

(Cairo, all ages) So it's Black Friday. Instead 
of going shopping at a big corporate whore 
of a store like all the other sheeple, why 
don't you take your little brother/sister/ 
nephew/niece to this solid ripper of an all¬ 
ages rock show? Everyone, whatever age, 
should really see young Seattle post-punks 
So Pitted in a tiny, crowded, radical room 
like this, while one still can, because as I'm 
typing this now, So Pitted are Sub Pop's 
newest signees. In February, the band will 
release their label debut, an album called 
neo. And if the whole record sounds as 
ruggedly art-punk as the just-released song 
"rot in hell," Seattle just birthed its newest 
neo-grunge rock baby. Be careful—this one 
bites. KELLY O 

The Orange Revival, Wind Burial, 
Rabia Shaheen & Mike Debe 

(Lo-Fi) Swedish headliners the Orange 
Revival promise to navigate the thick bog 
of the sweet shoegaze sounds, early-'90s- 
style—think Loop and Ride, with a few 


typical indie-rock riffs tossed in. Oh, don't 
be misled by their "psychedelic" tag, 'cause 
these fellers play way more like Manchester 
geezers in baggy sweaters and Adidas train¬ 
ers than any caftan-clad heads from San 
Francisco. Locals Wind Burial will sort your 
fix for dreamy drone and goth/bat-cave 
sounds while the new duo of Rabia Shaheen 
and Mike Debe will, from what I can suss 
from only a brief clip, be leaning toward 
the dark and the downer. Which is fitting, 
as something spawned in the shadows suits 
her voice's rich, deep tones. MIKE NIPPER 

Mykal Rose, Clinton Fearon 

(Nectar) Singer Mykal Rose (formerly 
Michael Rose) came up in the silver age of 
reggae, crafting a seminal run of albums 
(with Black Uhuru and on his own) that in¬ 
fluenced generations to come, working with 
everybody from Sly and Robbie to Gregory 
Isaacs. Uhuru's Guess Who's Coming to Din¬ 
ner and the Grammy-winning breakthrough 
Anthem effortlessly melded pop sensibili¬ 
ties with the studio-as-instrument sound 
pioneered by Lee Perry, and Rose's eerie, 
echoing tenor commanded your atten¬ 
tion from the center of the reverb cyclone. 
Somehow, equally revered reggae icon Clin¬ 
ton Fearon has decided to call Seattle his 
home, playing Nectar every three months 
or so. Don't sleep on this incredible double 
header of dub pleasure. KYLE FLECK 

C Average, Dirty Malkovich, 
Githyanki, Spacebag 

(Highline) Olympia/Kill Rock Stars metal 
warlocks C Average are the ultimate Pacific 
Northwest hesh dad-metal band, complete 
with over-the-top guitar histrionics, guillotine¬ 



dropping riffs, and pseudo Ren Faire lyrics. 
While their 1998 debut was blessed with 
the sludge-metal bass of Joe Preston (also of 
the Melvins), Preston soon left the band to 
focus on Thrones, and remaining founding 
members Jon Merithew and Brad Balsley 
carried on first as a trio and then as a duo, 
releasing songs chock-full of Dungeons & 
Dragons-inspired medieval themes, Rush¬ 
like extravagant guitar pyrotechnics, and 
Sabbath-informed unfuckwithable heavi¬ 
ness. Currently, the band includes bassist 
John Boyce and is also featuring guest 
vocalist Olivia Love, altogether reminiscent 
of similarly shredding Oly heavy metal act 
Christian Mistress. BRITTNIE FULLER 


SATURDAY 1 1/28 


Dude York, Snuff Redux, Great 
Spiders, Koda Sequoia 

(Redwood) Here's the situation: Redwood 
is closing. We're all sure it'll become a 
mixed-use condo with a doggy day care and 
Pilates studio on the ground floor. Capitol 
Hill is changing... yawn. Celebrate what we 
have, and don't grieve for what we don't, at 
least tonight. Dude York are fine upstand¬ 
ing citizens of the local rock community, on 
par with Pony Time and Tacocat for crafting 
smart, literate, blistering stuff. Snuff Redux's 
brand-new Besides You takes the torch from 
Pavement and uses it to light a mellow little 

Continued ► 





NECTAR LOUNGE 
412 N 36th St 
206 632 2020 
www nectarlounge com 


11.25 Wednesday (Jazz/Rock/Funk) 

"Annual Give Thanks For The Funk" 

TUATARA 

LIVING DAYLIGHTS 

11.27 Friday (Reggae) 

MYKAL ROSE 

Clinton Fearon (Solo Acoustic), 

Dub Lounge International 

11.28 Saturday (Dance Party) 

THE PRINCE & 

MICHAEL EXPERIENCE 

w/ Dj Dave Paul 

11.29 Sunday (Hip-Hop) 

CAPRICCIO & HELLA MAZE 

The Flagrant Few, Ill-writers guild, 
Just-Murph, Baseda$ian 

12.2 Wednesday 
(Psychedelic / Rock / Groove) 

HEATWARMER 

General Mojo's , Skyler Mehal 

12.3 Thursday (Experimental / Jazz) 

ARISAWKADORIA 

with McTuff 

12.4 Friday (Folk / Americana) 

91.3 KBCS proudly presents: 

SHOOK TWINS 

with Rabbit Wilde, John Craigie 

12.5 Saturday (Rock & Roll) 

ALO with SCOTT LAW 

12.6 Sunday (Rock / Funk) 

Nectar & Rockstar Present: 

DIEGO'S UMBRELLA 

with DBST, FREE before 10pm with RSVP 


12.9 BRASS MONKEYS 

12.10 JOSH HEINRICHS 

12.11 DELLA MAE 

12.12 BLUETECH / LUSINE 

12.13 SKERIK'S BANDALABRA 

12.17 LIL DEBBIE 

12.18 FIVE ALARM FUNK 

12.19 CLINTON FEARON & 

THE BOOGIE BROWN BAND 

12.22 OBIE TRICE 

12.23 KNOWMADS 
12.26 TRL 

12.30 RANDOM RAB 

12.31 NITEWAVE 

1.8 DA BECKONING/ 
LONGSTRIDE 

1.9 THE JUAN MACLEAN 
(DJ SET) 

1.14 YOGOMAN BURNING BAND 

1.15 SOPHISTAFUNK 

1.16 MARTYPARTY 
1.21 SHIGETO 

1.23 ANDY COE BAND WITH 
TIM BLUHM (MOTHER HIPS) 

1.30 KUNG FU 

1.31 ROB GARZA (OF THIEVERY 
CORPORATION) 

2.18 HAPPY ORCHESTRA/ 

INDUSTRIAL REVELATION 

2.25 WIL BLADES WITH SKERIK 

2.26 DEADPHISH ORCHESTRA 
2.28 BEACON / NATASHA KMETO 
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v\tv specsai curst: 


DECEMBER 27 

THE BRIAN SETZER 
ORCHESTRA 

12TK ANNUAL CHRISTMAS ROCKS! TOUR 


Put a tittle rock Into your holidays! Iconic guitarist Brfap 
Setzer leads this swingin' celebration in conjunction^ 
with his orchestra's newest release. Rockin’Rudolph’:r 


DECEMBER & 

PORTLAND CELLO PROJECT'S 
HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR 

Thts teicmed group Wuis musical 
lines, ploy-ng everything koro 
Bc'Lh to Itanye in ftadi&Jread 


DECEMBER 9 

THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA: 

TALKIN' CHRISTMAS! 

Celebr.ili? the nolldsys will) liiese 
Grammy-winning living legends el 
gospel. 



HfiJns iomcw: 




CROCODILE 


11/25 

WEDNESDAY 



Valedictorious Productions Presents:: 

Seattle Made with Choice 

Huey P, Donte Peace, Lord Goldie, DJ Famous All Ages 


11/27 ' ■ Xmas Maximus 

FRIDAY Pleasurelsland AIIA 9 es 


11/28 

SATURDAY 

J2 

Tanlines 

Goodbye Heart, jamie blake All Ages 

11/29 

SUNDAY 

mi . y 1 

PUNCH ORUJHK 

■ * 

Goodrich & Gold, PLZCOMEAGAIN & ReignCity present: 

Dave B “Punch Drunk” Live 

Vitamin D All Ages 


12/1 

TUESDAY 


12/2 

WEDNESDAY 



STG Presents:: 


!!! (ChkChkChk) 

Stereolad AH Ages 



The Crocodile, ReignCity & Da808 Music Present:: 

Collie Buddz “Blue Dreamz Tour” 

Hirie, Stay Grounded, 

Dj Element- Zions Gate Sound All Ages 



Sun 12/6 

ELDRIDGE 
GRAVY AND 
THE COURT 
SUPREME 




Sat 4/23 

JUDAH 
& THE LION 


UP & COMING EVERY MONDAY & TUESDAY LIQUID COURAGE KARAOKE 12/4 FAMILY OF THE YEAR 12/5 
BONZO CELEBRATION DAY 12/7 CHANUKKAH WITH HADAG NAHASH 12/8 THE MAINE 12/9 NETHERLANDS 
12/10 A VERY BELLTOWN XMAS 12/11 KAT DAHLIA 12/11 KIASMOS 12/12 ISRAEL NASH 12/15 NIYKEE 
HEATON 12/16 HEFFRON DRIVE 12/18 DEVIN THE DUDE 12/19 CITIZENS & SAINTS 12/26 AVATAR DARKO 


2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 
★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM ★ 


W- m 

T R I N I TiY 

NIGHTCLUB 


SEATTLE'S FAVORITE NIGHTLIFE DESTINATION > 

OPEN THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

FOR MORE INFO, TO VIEW PHOTOS. BOOK A TABLE 
OR SIGN UP FOR THE FREE ENTRY GUE5TLIST GO TO 

TRINITYNI6HTCLUBX0M 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE SPECIAL EVENT OR HOLIDAY RENTALS ■ 

SI ’MIL DRINKS EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9PM 10PM 

UfltflTV NIGHTCLUB ShVESLES WAV. DOWN fOWN &EAT11.E 
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spliff to ruminate on heartbreak, or what¬ 
ever. Opening things up are the intriguing 
Kurt Vile-ians Great Spiders and astute art- 
rock outfit Koda Sequoia. KYLE FLECK 

Archivist, Miles Mercer, Kinjo 

(Re-bar) Young Seattle producer/DJ Archivist 
(aka Alex Markey) creates minimal techno 
that slyly sneaks up on you. His airy, down¬ 
cast melodies and 4/4 rhythms stealthily 
work their charms on you, as anyone who 
caught his brilliant, gradually evolving 2015 
Decibel Festival slot at the Crocodile can 
attest. Archivist's forthcoming Pathfinder EP 
on Blankstairs finds Markey honing his stark, 
dub-infused techno to even more intensely 
sensual peaks. If Archivist keeps up this level 
of cerebral grooviness, he's going to end 
up playing in lots of far-off clubs and for 
good money. Miles Mercer is another local 
techno prodigy you should follow closely. His 
productions lean a bit more heavily on the 
pleasure principle than do Archivist's, but his 
punchier beats aren't hindered by any cheesy 
adornments. Mercer keeps things lean and 
danceable and uses a tantalizing textural 
palette to subtly disorient you. DAVE SEGAL 

Trans-Siberian Orchestra 

(KeyArena, all ages) Yes, I know, they're 
cheesy in the extreme and not even actually 
from Siberia, but Trans-Siberian Orchestra's 
jolly blend of electric-guitar shredding and 
Christmas music is like the flu: It comes 
around every year and it's extremely catchy. 
That being said, if I'm going to be afflicted 
with pinch-harmonic-inflected cheer, then 
I'm at least going to focus on the upside. 


Which is, TSO formed from the remains of 
the excellent and underappreciated power- 
metal outfit Savatage, whose interpretation 
of Edvard Grieg's "In the Hall of the Moun¬ 
tain King" probably sparked the whole 
classical-music-meets-metal fad. Now, if only 
they still had Alex Skolnick from Testament 
in the band. JOSEPH SCHAFER 


SUNDAY 11/29 


Dave B, Vitamin D, Nyles Davis 

(Crocodile, all ages) As far as rap moni¬ 
kers go, "Dave B" is about one notch less 
intriguing than "Young Thug." And yet, 
like Thug, the name purposefully under¬ 
states what amounts to a deep intelligence 
and understated swagger. Dave B's new 
album. Punch Drunk, combines melodic 
West Coast throwback production (think 
Souls of Mischief) with B's recollections of 
heartbreak and self-deprecating humor. It's 
a refreshingly ambitious entry to Seattle's 
young hiphop canon, and the dude always 
brings the easygoing heat to his live shows: 
His appearance at this year's Capitol Hill 
Block Party was a (rained-on, gray-skied) 
blast. There's a reason this kid won the Vera 
Project's underage Sound Off! competition 
back in the day; hell, his new joint gives you 
about nine reasons. KYLE FLECK 

JoJo 

(Neumos, all ages) The Venn diagram of 
latter-day Stranger readers and those who'd 
be curious about JoJo headlining Neumos is 
probably pretty slim. That's understandable. 
But look, "Leave (Get Out)" was one of the 
hottest tracks of 2004, basic-ass video and 
all. She took all the rage of Kelis's "Caught 
Out There" ("I. HATE. YOU. SO MUCH 
RIGHT NOW") and folded it into soft-as- 
Kleenex acoustic guitar R&B for a winning 


predecessor to Taylor Swift's "We Are Never 
Ever Getting Back Together." Has this faded 
pop star made something that even flirts 
with the greatness of that song since then? 
No, of course not. But will she play "Leave" 
tonight? Yes, probably. KYLE FLECK 


MONDAY 1 1/30 


Big Bad Voodoo Daddy 

(Benaroya Hall, all ages) Perhaps best known 
for their cameo in the movie Swingers, Big 
Bad Voodoo Daddy were one of the most 
successful bands to participate in the mid-'90s 
big band swing revival. Really, it's BBVD or the 
Squirrel Nut Zippers, but c'mon, let's have a 
little self-respect here. Their live shows are all 
about giving people a reason to put on a zoot 
suit or cocktail dress and cut a rug, but that 
doesn't mean they aren't a great band with 
some excellent tunes like "You and Me and 
the Bottle Makes 3 Tonight" and "Minnie the 
Moocher." JOSEPH SCHAFER 


TUESDAY 12/1 


!!!, Stereolad 

(Crocodile, all ages) Sure, !!! are an enter¬ 
taining live entity whether in a club or on 
an outdoor festival stage or in your buddy's 
basement. Yes, their sinewy, sleek funk and 
disco jams and freaky frontman Nic Offer's 
wry exhortations have been getting folks 
moving since the late 1990s. True, they have 
a new album called As If that keeps the 
party vibes efficiently flowing, with some 
of their nastiest bass lines yet. But the real 
reason you should hit this show? Stereolad. 
Don't look 'em up on Discogs: They're actu¬ 
ally !!! members impersonating legendary 
British post-rock band Stereolab, with Offer 
playing Laetitia Sadier. As Nic said in a press 
release, "It was cheaper than hiring the real 


Stereolab to open for us, and I look fan¬ 
tastic in a dress." The real Stereolab are on 
indefinite hiatus, so Stereolad likely are the 
next best thing in 2015. DAVE SEGAL 

Zappa Plays Zappa 

(Neptune, all ages) Zappa Plays Zappa are a 
cover band, but they're a really good cover 
band. Fronted by Dweezil Zappa, son of the 
late, great weirdo musical genius Frank Zap¬ 
pa, the band carries on the family biz with 
live tribute shows and spot-on musicianship. 
They've been touring for years, but this 
time around, the six-piece (which contains 
members of some of Frank's original bands) 
is playing the Frank Zappa and the Moth¬ 
ers of Invention album One Size Fits All in 
its entirety in honor of its 40th anniversary. 

Is it just an exercise in nostalgia for Zappa 
geeks? Kind of. But ultimately it's more of a 
way to provide the composer's fans a place 
to worship at musical mass, experiencing 
this album of truly bizarre and hard-to-per- 
form songs collectively. ROBIN EDWARDS 

Cancer Bats, Mercy Ties, 
SuperNothing, Shitlips 

(El Corazon, all ages) As cliched as it may 
sound in 2015, Cancer Bats are truly a band 
that can't be defined by one specific sub¬ 
genre of heaviness. These Toronto natives 
fuse elements of thrash metal, punk rock. 
Southern rock, sludge metal, hardcore, and 
groove metal into a big ol' melting pot of 
radness. All of which has made a band that 
fits perfectly on any kind of "loud rock" bill 
and has earned them slots alongside metal- 
core band Bleeding Through, intergalactic 
defenders GWAR, and hardcore heavy hitters 
like Comeback Kid. This time around, Cancer 
Bats are bringing their unique fury to a head¬ 
lining gig at El Corazon. KEVIN DIERS 


fllGHLINJ] 

Friday, November 27 

C AVERAGE 

Dirty Malkovich 
Githyanki, Spacebag 

9PM, $7 


Monday, November 30 

FUCK YEAH BINGO! 

7PM, FREE 


Tuesday, December 1 

LORD DYING 
Witch Ripper, 
Hissing, Dogs Of War 

9PM, $10-$12 


Saturday, December 5 

ZEKE 

Sioux City Pete and The Beggars 
Die Nasty 

21+ 9PM, $11-$13 


Thursday, December 10 

ADHOMINE 
Necroholocaust, Weregoat 
CRURIFRAGIUM 

9PM, $10-$12 


Friday, December 11 

Creature of the Northwest presents 

HAIL SANTA IV NIGHT l: 
Witchaven, Xoth, Sarcalogos, 
Raptor Thrash, Substratum, 
Progenitor 

9PM, $10-$12 

www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 
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DFRRNCO 
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HUPAlTHI APtiL 
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huJ^j r rma » aa^rf*Jr?L 
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C'J’FUJJ 


■JYrilfl -iliTI 


HIHC CPU MS9N 
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ilHlAKS AND SWtLIS 
CIIAOIIC WOISI MATCHING CORPS 
_ SRO STREET BAND 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 38 


BLACK CELEBRATION 

DiPfCHE MODI TBIBUTi 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 


UH OH ESKIMO 

OOLGRWOKKS ■ TINFOIL AND TAPE 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 


LI N &STROM AND THFuMIT 
KATRINA CHARLES 
DEVIN SIN HA 


FRIDAY A SATURDAY. DEC 4*5 


STRIPPED SCREW BURLESQUE 

BEST BURLESQUE PAGEANT EVER 


SUNDAY. DECEMBER 6 


TAYIQI? JOHN WILLIAMS 
RG&r JAMES 
WONDER 


COMING UP 


12/ I 1*12 STRIPPED SCREW BUUiEWUE 
12 /U LOCKSMITH 
1J/I4 0KKIJTV1L RIVER (SOI O) 
lJ/fSJfERNANMI 
T2/17 THESE YOUNG FOOTS 
12/IS 1EKLA WATER F IELD AMD THE 
$WEEf NOTHiNr.fi (RECORD RELEASE} 
12/19 WHATS THIS? A THIBUIE TO THE 
NIGHIMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
12/30 PHIL OCRS 1RI&UTE 
12/11 ABNEY PARK 
1/7 MR AND MRS SOMETHING 
1/e iNSS (RECORD RELEASE) 


IN THE BOURBON BAR 


I khfaftiv'J I Tfitifih# j 

ABSOLUTE OPEN MIC 
KARAOKE | NIGHT 


AYAJLAflLS Wfr PftWAlE EVfHlS 2hOrfLI 
WWW, CQLUM HI ACITYTHfAT f B. COM 


CHOP 50EY 

-13ltt SI- 


wtf * V* 



KARAOKE - EVERY MONDAY 

• a; : ic ei uubiemc keiw* 
if i Kiur woe n. mmmuwiiiiiflTi 
GIURlBlIIl till im 111 OADYEYJflD 
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STRANGERTICKETS 



BO 


Starting November 27 


RECORD STORE DAY EXCLUSIVESI 

ALL USED DVDs-MUSICI HOMES__ 60% OFF 

ALL NEW REBULAHlf PRICED CDs_10%OFF 

AH HEADPHONES 6 EAARUDS..20% OFF 

AIL SHIRTS, FOSTERS, PINS, MUSS 6 BUSSES m 20% OFF 
AH GREEN TAG WNYL__„„60% 0FF 


AH HUS1CHIELATED ACCESSORIES_20% OFF 

ALL REGULARLY PRICED HEW YOWL_10% OFF 

AH USED Cft_25% OFF 

ALL LK CDs frDYlh PRICED $60 OR HIGHER_10% OFF 

AH USED VINYL___25% OFF 


30% OFF 


m 


[ EVERYDAY MUSIC ] 

WE PAY CASH 

CAPITOL HILL BELLING! 

152flfO(hAvc. • 29e.5SS.332l 115 E. Mlijmrti * : 

Upnn tvorydni' y a n.-ll p.m. Spin ircr^lnv y x 


Washington Brewers Guild presents 



December 4-5 


Hangar 30 at 
Magnuson 
Park 



SEX POSITIVE 



Tuesday, December 1 


Thursday, December 3 


Eliminating Hate Crimes in 
Post - 9/11 America 


Friday, December 4 


Erickson Theatre 
Off Broadway C 


A show with the 
moves of modern 
dance and the energy 
of an 80s rock concert 


Treasure Trove Auction & Show 
Hale's Palladium 


SHOWBOX 


SATURDAY. DECEMBER 5 


WWW.EVEflYDAYMUSIC.COM 
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THINGS 

! TO DDi 


All the Shows Happening This Week 


strangerthingstodo.com/music ^ @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended @ = All Ages 


WED 1 1/25 


© 88 KEYS Musicians' Jam: 
Jens Gunnoe, guests, 8 
pm, free 

AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 

Fleck, 6 pm, free 
BUCKLEY’S IN BELLTOWN 

Live Music: Guests, 8 pm 
CHOP SUEY Rudy Waltz, 
Echo Ravine, John Atkins, 

8 pm, $7 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

The Thanksgiving Eve Bash!: 
Breaks & Swells, Chaotic 
Noise Marching Corps, 
Seattle Rock Orchestra 
Street Band, 8 pm, $8/$10 
★ © CROCODILE Silas Blak, 

8 pm, $7 

DARRELL’S TAVERN Open 
Mic: Guests, 9 pm, free 
EL CORAZON Power 
Skeleton, They Rise, We 
Die, Jerkagram, MDLSNK, 

9 pm, $7 

© FIX COFFEEHOUSE Open 
Mic: Guests, 7 pm, free 
HIGH DIVE Blubber, Baby 
Cakes, 8:30 pm, $6 
J&M CAFE The Lonnie 
Williams Band, 8 pm, free 


KELLS Liam Gallagher 
NECTAR Tuatara, the Living 
Daylights, 9 pm, $10 

★ NEUMOS Thunderpussy, 
Nightmare Fortress, 
Draemhouse, Bod, 8 pm, 

$10 

OHANA Live Island Music: 
Guests, 9:30 pm 
OLD RAINIER BREWERY 
Afro Latino Drum and 
Rhythm Circle/Class: 8 pm 
OWL N’THISTLE Justin 
and Guests: 9 pm, free 
PARAGON Two Buck 
Chuck, 8 pm, free 
THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Cuts, 9 pm, donation 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Open Mic: 8:30 pm, free 
SOUND CHECK BAR & 
GRILL Open Mic: Guests, 

8 pm 

★ SUNSET TAVERN Katie 
Kate, Tilson XOXO, Arkomo, 

8 pm, $10 

© THE TRIPLE DOOR 
THEATER Zach Fleury, 8 pm, 
$ 15 /$ 17 

i IX*A 

CONOR BYRNE Happy 4Tet, 

9 pm 


★ © JAZZ ALLEY Taj Mahal 
Trio, $36.50 

THE ROYAL ROOM Birch 
Pereira & the Gin Joints, 10 
pm, suggested donation 
$5-$15 

SARAJEVO LOUNGE Gypsy 
Jazz Music: 8 pm 
TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE 

Kristin Chambers, Dawn 
Clement, 8 pm 
TULA’S Rick Mandyck, 


Please note that 
certain regularly 
scheduled 
club nights may be 
subject to change 
around the holidays 


guests, 7:30 pm, $10 

★ VITO’S RESTAURANT 
& LOUNGE Ben Von 
Wildenhaus, 9 pm, free 

EQ 

BALTIC ROOM Bollocks: 
Guests 

BARBOZA No Duh! 90's 
Dance Party: 9 pm, $5 


© CENTURY BALLROOM 

Bachata Intro Lesson & 
Dance 

COMET TAVERN 

The Comet's Annual 
Thanksgiving Hangover 
Production Party: 9 pm 
CONTOUR NuDe 
Wednesdays: Guests, 9 
pm, free 

FOUNDATION Marshmello, 
10 pm, $12.50/$ 15 

HAVANA Wicked & Wild: 
DJ SoulOne, ZJ Redman, 
Selecta Element, free; $5 
after 10 p.m. 

★ KREMWERK Hodge, 
Homemade Weapons, 
Fugal, DJ Zai, 9 pm, $10 
LO-FI Beastie Boys 
Tribute Dance Party: 9 
pm, $8 

NEIGHBOURS Exposed: 
DJ Trent Von, DJ Dirty Bit 
★ NEPTUNE THEATRE Zeds 
Dead: Zed's Dead, 9 pm, $26 
Q NIGHTCLUB Sweater 
Beats, 10 pm, $17 
STUDIO SEVEN Electric 
Wednesday: Guests 
TRACTOR TAVERN '80s 
vs. '90s: DJ Indica Jones, 9 
pm, $8 




CHAMBONG IT! 


hat's the best new invention since sliced bread and the Juju Joint? Well, lemme 
VV tell ya! MEET THE CHAMBONG. Pronounced sham-bong, it was invented right 
here in Seattle as a tool for the "rapid and enhanced consumption of sparkling wine and 
champagne." Whew! And "enhanced" consumption doesn't begin to describe the hilarity 
that broke out after Gabby and Becky here tried the C-Bong on Saturday night. It was a 
nonstop giggle party! (It was also a skull-shattering headache all day Sunday. But hey: You 
wanna play, YOU GOTTA PAY!) Chambong is a perfect gift for your friends and your fren- 
emies this holiday. Check it out at chambong.co. KELLY O 



NEPTUNE 


1303NE45TH ST 


THIS SAT! NOVEMBER 28 I MORNING SHOW 

CASPAR BABYPANTS 


THIS SAT! NOVEMBER 28 I EVENING SHOW 

TBTL’S 2000th EPISODE 
dP LUKE BURBANK 


NEXT WEEK! DECEMBER I 
40TH ANNIVERSARY OF ONE SIZE FITS ALL 

ZAPPA PLAYS ZAPPA 


NEXT WEEK! FRI DECEMBER 4 
DECEMBERFEST 2015 

THE DUSTY45s 

GRACE LOVE & THE TRUE LOVES 
COUNTRY LIPS 


NEXT WEEK! SAT DECEMBER 5 

JAKE & AMIR 


“IF I WERE YOU” LIVE PODCAST 


SAT DECEMBER 12 

THE MOTET 

P EUFORQUESTRA 


DECEMBER 13 

BILLY GIBBONS 
&THE BFG’S 

riP TYLER BRYANT & THE SHAKEDOWN 


FRI DECEMBER 18 

NICK LOWE’S QUALITY HOLIDAY REVUE 

NICK LOWE & 

LOS STRAITJACKETS 

dP CACTUS BLOSSOMS 


DECEMBER 30 I SOLD OUT! 
THE RETURN OF 

DIGABLE PLANETS 

DECEMBER 31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH 

SHABAZZ PALACES 


SAT JANUARY 9 

THE FIGHTER & THE KID LIVE 
with BRENDAN SCHAUB 
& BRYAN CALLEN 


SAT JANUARY 16 

DOUG LOVES MOVIES 

LIVE PODCAST 


JANUARY 21 

TY SEGALL & THE MUGGERS 

dP CFM 


SAT JANUARY 23 

CRAIG GASS 


STARBUCKS, KEXP & STG PRESENTS 
LITTLE BIG SHOW #14 
FRI JANUARY 29 

UNKNOWN MORTAL 
ORCHESTRA 

Op LOWER DENS HIBOU 


SAT JANUARY 30 

JESSE COOK 


FEBRUARY 3 

MIKE GORDON 


FRI FEBRUARY 5 

DR. DOG 

apa HOP ALONG 


SAT FEBRUARY 6 

SUPER FURRY ANIMALS 


FEBRUARY 9 

JACK & JACK 

dP DAYA 


MARCH 2 

VINCE STAPLES 


MARCH 3 

LAKE STREET DIVE 

dP THE SUFFERS 


FRI MARCH II 

JUNIOR BOYS 

m JESSY LANZA flpa BORYS 


SAT MARCH 26 

THAO & THE 
GET DOWN STAY DOWN 




ON SALE NOW! 

ZEDS DEAD I NOV 27 
A JOHN WATERS CHRISTMAS I DEC 2 
BANFF MTN FILM FESTIVAL WORLD TOUR I DEC 9 - II 
OH WONDER I JAN 18-STICK FIGURE I FEB 4 
RAILROAD EARTH I FEB 25 
ANI DIFRANCO I MAR 6 
STEVE HACKETTI MAR 28 • POLICAI MAR 31 
TANYA TAGAQI APR 6 • NOEL FIELDING I APR 8 
SOUND OPINIONS LIVE I MAY 13 


sTg 


SEATTLE 

THEATRE 

GROUP 


STGPRESENTS.ORG 

( 877 ) 784-4849 


NEPTUNE 



®s 


STUDIO 

EVEN 


ALL SHOWS / ALL AGES BAR W/ID UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 
JUST OFF 1ST AVE SOUTH - 110 S. HORTON 
More Info 206-286-1312 or www.studioseven.us 


BLOOD I 




srmsPEAAtt 


imt uwimr mih 


UP & COMING 


K ROCKIN STOCKIN ELECTRIC WEDNESDAY M JINGLE 
BOMB 2 TUNDRA j |:AVI GOLD FAN APPRECIATION !! TO 
WHOM IT MAY / EVERYBODY PANIC! / KRISTEN PALMER / BINGX 
/ AWAITING ELI / BLACK MAGIC NOIZE ^ WICKED KARMA 
PRESENTS: DESTINY NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY^ WARBRINGER 
" FLESHGOD APOCALYPSE /CARACH ANGREN / ABIGAIL WILLIAMS 


ALL EVENT TICKETS AVAILABLE THRU 
WWW.ETIX.COM AND STUDIO 7 BOX OFFICE 
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DEALS - EXCLUSIVES - DISCOUNTS 


BLACK 

FRIDAY 


BRINGING OUT OLD/NEW STOCK - SEEING EYES FOR FIRST TIME IN YEARS! 






NEUMOS.COM - THE BARBOZA.COM - MOEBARSEATTLE.COM - PIKESTFISHFRY.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 


THINGS TO DO 


Snuff Redux at 
Redwood Tavern’s 
10th Anniversary Party 
Sat Nov 28 


Ih 



CLASSICAL 


ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Madama 
Butterfly: $12-$24 


THURS 11/26 


AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 

Fleck, 6 pm, free 

★ COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER The Best Open 
Mic Ever: Guests, 7:30 pm, 
free 

© DOWNPOUR BREWING 

Open Mic Night: Guests, 5 
pm, free 

GHOSTFISH BREWING 
COMPANY George Grissom, 

6 pm 

HIGH DIVE Marmalade, 

8:30 pm, $6 

J&M CAFE True Romans, 8 
pm, free 

© JAMTOWN Afro Latino 
Drum and Rhythm Circle/ 
Class: 7 pm 

KELLS Liam Gallagher 
LITTLE RED HEN Country 
Dave & the Pickin' Crew, 9 
pm, $3 

THE MIX Yada Yada Blues 
Band, 9 pm, free 
SCRATCH DELI Music Open 
Mic: Free 

SEAMONSTER Marmalade, 
10 pm 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca: Phil 
Sparks Trio, Adam Kessler, 
guests, 9 pm, free 

© OSTERIA LA SPIGA 
Thursday Night Jazz: Guests, 

7 pm, free 

PINK DOOR Bric-a-Brac: 

8 pm 

© SHUGA JAZZ BISTRO 

Chris James Quartet, 7 
pm, free 

un 

BALLROOM Throwback 
Thursdays: DJ Tamm of KISS 
fm, 9 pm 

BALTIC ROOM Sugar Beat: 
DJ Bret Law, $3 
CENTURY BALLROOM 

Kizomba: 9:30 pm, $8 
CONTOUR Jaded: Guests 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama: DJ Nitty Gritty, DJ 
Sad Bastard, free 
JAZZBONES College Night: 
DJ Christyle, 9 pm 
MERCURY Isolation: DJ 
Coldheart, $3 
NEIGHBOURS Revolution: 

DJ Marty Mar, Michael Kutt 
OHANA '80s Ladies Night: 

R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays: 
DJ Flow 

THERAPY LOUNGE Therapy 
Sessions: EJ Franco, Matson, 
10 pm 

TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays: DeafINIt, Chris 
Herrera, Christyle, free 


CLASSICAL 


ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Madama 
Butterfly: $12-$24 


FRI 11/27 


88 KEYS Dueling Piano 
Show: 8 pm, free 
AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 
Fleck, 6 pm, free 
BARBOZAthe Royal 
Concept, Parade of Lights, 

7 pm, $14 

© BENAROYA HALL Alex 
Boye, 7 pm, $27-$47 
BLUE MOON TAVERN Sweet 
Lou's Sour Mash, 9 pm 

★ © CAIRO So Pitted, Toner, 
Big Bite, Michael Abeyta, 

9 pm 

CHINA HARBOR Orquesta la 
Solucion, 9:30 pm, $15 
© CROCODILE Xmas 
Maximus, Pleasure Island, 8 
pm, $10 

© CROSSROADS SHOPPING 
CENTER Hook Me Up!, 7 
pm, free 

DARRELL’S TAVERN Boggs 
& Graves, Katherine Terrien, 
Jackson's Oddities, Land 
Before Rhyme, 8:30 pm 

★ © EL CORAZON Aurelio 
Voltaire, Jeff Ferrell, Dead 
Spells, 8:30 pm, $15/$20; 
Vaporland, Skullbot, 
Crunchbird, Shagnasty, 9 
pm, $8 

★ HIGH DIVE The Gods 
Themselves, Acapulco Lips, 

9 pm 

★ HIGHLINE C Average, 
Dirty Malkovich, Githyanki, 
Spacebag, 9 pm, $7 
HIGHWAY 99 Patti Allen & 
Monster Road, 8 pm, $15 

★ KREMWERK Squall: 
Perpetual Ritual, Acre, 
Wrtch, DJ Maire, 6 pm 
LANGSTON HUGHES 
PERFORMING ARTS 
INSTITUTE First Annual 
Black Friday Concert: 6:30- 

10 pm, $20 

LITTLE RED HEN Chris 
Guenther Band, 9 pm, $5 

★ LO-FI The Orange 
Revival, Wind Burial, Rabia 
Shaheen Qazi, Mike Debe, 

$8 

★ NECTAR Mykal Rose, 
Clinton Fearon, 8 pm, $20 
© RED BICYCLE BISTRO 
Rippin' Chicken, 8:30 pm 
RENDEZVOUS Song Sparrow 
Research, Northern Thorns, 
guests, 9:30 pm, $8 
ROLLING BAY HALL Foxy 
Lemon, the Yev, 7:30 pm, 

$10 

© THE ROYAL ROOM 

Gracefully: A Gathering of 
Family, Friends, Food and 
Music: Happy Orchestra, 
EarDr.Umz, 8 pm, donation 
© SALSA CONTODO Salsa 
con Todo Drop-In Classes 
and Social Dance: Guests, 8 
pm, $5-$20 

SEAMONSTER Live Funk: 
Guests, 10 pm, free 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Xolie Morra & the Strange 
Kind, Jamie Nova Sky, 
Downglow, Rachelle 
Debelle, 9 pm, $10 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE The 
Groove Surfers, 9 pm 
SOU’WESTER The Skinks 
Perform "The Kinks Are the 


Village Green Preservation 
Society": The Skinks, 8 pm 

★ SPOKANE ARENA Trans- 
Siberian Orchestra, 8 pm, 
$52-$351 

SUBSTATION Sun Giants, 
the Sharp Teeth, Sunken 
Rocketship, Kings of 
Cavalier, 8 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN Lonesome 
Shack, Evening Bell, Mindie 
Lind, 9 pm, $10 
© THIRD PLACE 
COMMONS TWO Scoops 
Combo, 7:30 pm 
TIM’S TAVERN Coyote Bred, 
Wandering King, Andy 
Wylie, 9 pm, $7 
TRACTOR TAVERN Tip To 
Base, the Bad Tenants, Brass 
Monkeys, 9 pm, $8 
© THE TRIPLE DOOR 
THEATER Paperboys 9th 
Annual Thanksgiving 
Meltdown: Nov 27-28, 8 
pm, $25 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Yada Yada Blues 
Band: 9 pm, free 
© WESTLAKE PARK 
Geoffrey Castle, 4:45 pm 

I l\kA 

BOXLEY’S Nick Hempton, 
Reuel Lubag Trio, 8:45 pm 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Taj Mahal 
Trio, $36.50 

SERAFINATim Kennedy, 
guests, 9 pm 
TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM 
LOUNGE Ranger and the 
Re-Arrangers, 5 pm 
TULA’S Stephanie Porter 
Quintet, 7:30 pm, $16 

EH 

ASTON MANOR Cabaret 
Fridays: Guests 
BALLARD LOFT DJ Eric 
Nelson 

BALLROOM Rendezvous 
Friday: Guests, 9 pm 
BALMAR Top 40: Guests, 
9:30 pm, free 

★ BALTIC ROOM Juicy: 

'90s & 2000s Old School 
Throwbacks 

© CENTURY BALLROOM 

Salsa Intro Lesson & Dance: 
8:30 pm, $8-$15 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm, free 
FOUNDATION Anna Lunoe, 
Sleepy Tom, ATLiens, 10 pm, 
$12.50/$ 17.50 

HAVANA Viva Havana & 
Havana Social: DJ Sean Cee, 
DJ Send, DJ Pho Sho, guests, 
$6/$ 10; females free before 
10 p.m. 

JAZZBONES Filthy Fridays: 
Guests, 11 pm, $10 
KREMWERK Sin: 9 pm 
MERCURY Strict Machine: 
Club Kink: Dr. Noir, $5-$15, 
Marius, DJ Chadeau, 9 
pm, $5 

★ NACHO BORRACHO 

1-800-HOT-BOYZ: DJ 
Explorateur, Scratchmaster 
Joe, 9 pm 

NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays: DJ Richard Dalton, 
DJ Trent Von, 9 pm 

★ NEPTUNE THEATRE Zeds 
Dead: Zed's Dead, 9 pm, $26 
OHANA DJ Night: Guests, 10 


pm, free 

OZZIE’S DJ Night: Guests, 9 
pm, free 

Q NIGHTCLUB AC Slater, 10 
pm, $15 

R PLACE Swollen Fridays: 

9 pm 

THE CARLILE ROOM 

Trickbag Record Party: 9 pm 
THERAPY LOUNGE Under 
Pressure: 9:30 pm, $3 after 
10:30 p.m. 

TRINITY Fridays at Trinity: 
Guy, VSOP, Tyler and DJ 
Phase 


CLASSICAL 


ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Madama 
Butterfly: $12-$24 
© SEATTLE CENTER The 

Dickens Carolers, 11 am, 
Keith Highlander Pipe Band, 
2 pm 


SAT 1 1/28 


88 KEYS Dueling Piano 
Show: 8 pm, free 
AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 
Fleck, 6 pm, free 
BARBOZA Stefan Paul 
George & the Vices, 7 
pm, $8 

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Morning Glory Revival, MKB 
Ultra, the Walking Faces, 
the Cosmic Shuffle, 9:30 pm 
CLUB HOLLYWOOD 
CASINO Johnny and the 
Bad Boys, DJ Becka Page, 

9 pm, $5 COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER Black Celebration: 
Depeche Mode Tribute: 
Guests, 9 pm, $8/$ 10 
CONOR BYRNE Buzzbrump, 
Snug Harbor, 9 pm, $8 
© CROCODILE Tanlines, 8 
pm, $16 

0 CROSSROADS SHOPPING 
CENTER The Fabulous 
Roofshakers, 7 pm, free 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Coyote, 
Darci Carlson, Annie O'Neill, 
9 pm 

© EL CORAZON Sirens, the 
Fine Concept, Thread the 
Sky, Tides of Malice, 8 pm, 

$ 10 /$ 12 

© HARD ROCK CAFE 

Click 98.9's Homegrown 
Christmas: Cashing in 
Karma, Double B and Laces, 
Strangely Alright, the 
Banner Days, the Exchange 

★ HIGH DIVE Re-Ignition, 
Blackie, the Dee Dees, 9 pm, 
$ 8 /$ 10 

HIGHWAY 99 Lloyd Jones & 
the Struggle, 8 pm, $17 

★ © KEYARENA Trans- 
Siberian Orchestra, 8 pm, 
$30-$75 

THE KRAKEN BAR & 
LOUNGE Beverly Crusher, 
Manson Girls, Terrasone, 

Sun Thieves, 9 pm, $5 
0 NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Caspar Babypants, 10:30 
am, $7.50 

PARLIAMENT TAVERN 

Jessica Lurie Ensemble, 9 pm 

★ RE-BAR Archivist, Miles 
Mercer, Kinjo 

★ REDWOOD Redwood 
Tavern's 10th Anniversary 
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THINGS TO DO 


Party: Dude York, Snuff 
Redux, Great Spiders, Koda 
Sequoia, 8 pm, $7 with 
RSVP/S12 without 
RENDEZVOUS Devilwood, 
VanityMirrors, Alex Baron 
Trio, 9:30 pm, $8 
© THE ROYAL ROOM 
Waitsgiving: A Tribute 
to Tom Waits with The 
Bleeding Romeos, 8 pm, 
donation 

© THE SHOWBOX Fiji and 
Drew Deezy, Finn Gruva, 
Samu, 8 pm, $25 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Mini Van, 9 pm, $7 sug¬ 
gested donation 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE the 
Scotch Tops, 9 pm 
SOU’WESTER Secret Drum 
Band, 8 pm 
SUBSTATION The 
Insinuators, Farm Hand 
Girls, the Heyfields, 5 pm, $6 
© TED BROWN MUSIC Afro 
Latino Drum and Rhythm 
Circle/Class: 10 am 
TIM’S TAVERN Maxfinger, 
guests, 9 pm 

TRACTOR TAVERN Aaron 
Crawford, Tyler Rich, guests, 

9 pm, $12 
TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM 
LOUNGE Roemen and the 
Whereabouts, 9 pm 

© THE TRIPLE DOOR 
THEATER Paperboys 9th 
Annual Thanksgiving 
Meltdown, 8 pm, $25 
VICTORY LOUNGE Sir 
Coyler & his Asthmatic 
Band, I'd Die for Lo-Fi, 9 pm 
© VILLAGE WINES Jessica 
Lynne, 6 pm 

9riV+4 

EGAN’S JAM HOUSE Anna 
Freedman & Randy Cole, 9 
pm, $10 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Taj Mahal 
Trio, $36.50 

SHUGA JAZZ BISTRO Nick 
Hempton, Reuel Lubag Trio, 
8:30 pm 

TULA’S Greta Matassa 
Quartet, 7:30 pm, $16 

★ VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Jerry Zimmerman, 

6 pm, free; Afrocop, 9:30 
pm, free 

ED 

ASTON MANOR NRG 

Saturdays: Guests 
BALLARD LOFT Hiphop 
Saturdays: DJ Pheloneous, 

DJ Pheloneous, DJ Tamm of 
KISS fm, DJ Brett Michaels, 

10 pm 

BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays: Guests, 9 pm 
BALMAR Top 40 Night: 
Guests, 9:30 pm, free 
BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays: McClarron, Swel, 
10 pm 

BARBOZA Inferno: DJ 
Swervewon, guests, 10:30 
pm, $5 before midnight/$10 
after 

BUCKLEY’S IN BELLTOWN 

'90s Dance Party: Guests, 

9 pm 

CENTURY BALLROOM Salsa 
Intro Lesson & Dance 
CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean: Guests, 9 pm, $5; free 
before 10:30 p.m. 

CORBU LOUNGE Saturday 
Night Live: DJ BBoy, DJ 
5 Star 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm, free 
FOUNDATION Boomjinx, 
Oliver Smith, 10 pm, 

$ 10/$ 15 

HAVANA Viva Havana & 
Havana Social: DJ Sean Cee, 
DJ Send, DJ Pho Sho, guests, 
$6/$ 10; females free before 

10 p.m. 

KREMWERK Kiss Off One 
Year Anniversary: 9 pm 
MERCURY Machineries of 
Joy: DJ Hana Solo, $5 

★ MONKEY LOFT Mark 
Farina, guests, 1:30 am, $20 
NECTAR Prince & Michael 
Experience: DJ Dave Paul, 

9 pm, $8 


NEIGHBOURS Powermix: DJ 
Randy Schlager 
OHANA DJ Night: Guests, 10 
pm, free 

OZZIE’S DJ Night: Guests, 9 
pm, free 

R PLACE Therapy Saturday: 
DJ Flo'w 

RUNWAY CAFE DJ David 
N, free 

SARAJEVO LOUNGE 

E u ro pea n/B a I ka n/G ree k 
Night: Guests 
THE CARLILE ROOM DJ 
Chrispo, 9 pm 
THERAPY LOUNGE This 
Modern Love: Guests 
TRINITY Saturdays at 
Trinity: DJ Nug, DJ Kidd, 

Rise Over Run, guests, $15/ 
free before 10 pm 
VERMILLION Spread Thick: 
Frank Jake, Domenica, Thad 
Wenatchee, Howie, 9 pm 
THE WOODS Juicebox: Sean 
Cee, Blueyedsoul 


CLASSICAL 


★ © BENAROYA HALL 

Home for the Holidays: 
Seattle Men's Chorus, 
$27-$77 

© FRYE ART MUSEUM 

Michael and Keleren 
Milham, 2 pm 
ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Madama 
Butterfly: $12-$24 
© MEYDENBAUER CENTER 
Handel's Messiah: City 
Opera Ballet, $25-$45 
© ST. MARK’S CATHEDRAL 
Tudor Christmas: Byrd 
Ensemble, 7:30 pm, $15-$25 


SUN 11/29 


AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 
Fleck, 6 pm, free 
BLUE MOON TAVERN Abbie 
Morin 

★ CAFE RACER The Racer 
Sessions, 7:30 pm, free 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Uh Oh Eskimo, Colorworks, 
Tinfoil and Tape, 8 pm, 

$ 8 /$ 10 

★ © CROCODILE Dave B, 
Vitamin D, 8 pm, $ 10/$ 15 
HIGH DIVE Gabriel 
Wolfchild, Olivia de la Cruz, 
Wonder, 8 pm 
HIGHWAY 99 Ben Rice and 
Rae Gordon, 7 pm, $15 
KELLS Liam Gallagher 
LITTLE RED HEN Open 
Mic Acoustic Jam with 
Bodacious Billy: Guests, 

4 pm 

LO-FI Wild Lips, Breakaway 
Derringer, $6 

★ NECTAR Capriccio, Hella 
Maze, the Flagrant Few, 8 
pm, $6 

★ © NEUMOS Jojo, 7 pm, 
$ 20/$22 

© SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 

All Ages Open Mic: Last 4-7 
pm, free 

SUNSET TAVERN Acid 
Tongue, Bread and Butter, 
Ice Queens, Bad Motivators, 
8 pm, $8 

TIM’S TAVERN Kirsten 
Silva's Seattle Songwriter 
Showcase: Guests 
TRACTOR TAVERN Tony 
Furtado, Eli West, Josh 
Clauson, 8 pm, $15 
UNICORN GNARBABES: 

8:30 pm 

IFiVH 

THE ANGRY BEAVER The 

Beaver Sessions: Guests, free 
CAPITOL CIDER Forman & 
Finley, 5:30 pm 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Sunday 
Night Jazz Jam: Guests, 8 
pm, free 

© HARISSA Sunday Bossa 
Nova: Dina Blade, 6 pm, 
free 

★ 0 JAZZ ALLEY Taj Mahal 
Trio, $36.50 

★ © THE ROYAL ROOM 

Billy Strayhorn Project 
Celebrates Billy Strayhorn's 
100th Birthday: 7:30 pm, 


$15 

SEAMONSTER The Chaz 
Lipp Group, 7 pm 
© SERAFINA Pasquale 
Santos, 11 am, free; Lennon 
Aldort, 6:30 pm 

★ © TULA’S Jim Cutler Jazz 
Orchestra, 7:30 pm, $8 

★ VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Ruby Bishop, 6 
pm, free, the Ron Weinstein 
Trio, 9:30 pm, free 

un 

BALTIC ROOM Resurrection 
Sundays: DJ Shane, Jade's 
Pain, 10 pm 

CONTOUR Broken Grooves: 
Guests, free 
CORBU LOUNGE Salsa 
Sundays: DJ Nick, 9 pm 
NEIGHBOURS Noche Latina: 
DJ Luis, DJ Polo 
PONY TeaDance: DJ El Toro, 
Freddy King of Pants, 4 pm 
R PLACE Homo Hop: Guests 

★ RE-BAR Flammable: DJ 
Wesley Holmes, Xan Lucero, 
guests, 9 pm, $10 

★ REVOLVER BAR No Exit: 
DJ Vi, Sun, noon 


CLASSICAL 


★ © BENAROYA HALL 

Home for the Holidays: 
Seattle Men's Chorus, 
$27-$77 

© EVERETT CIVIC 
AUDITORIUM Music for 
the Imagination: Everett 
Philharmonic, $20 
ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Madama 
Butterfly: $12-$24 
© MEYDENBAUER CENTER 
Handel's Messiah: City 
Opera Ballet, $25-$45 
© NORTHWEST CELLARS 
jFeliz (Baroque) Navidad! 
Concert and Wine Tasting: 
Early Music Guild, 3 pm, $25 
© SEATTLE CENTER The 
Dickens Carolers, 11 am 

★ © ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free 


MON 1 1/30 


88 KEYS Blues On Tap, 7 
pm, free 

AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Jerry 
Frank, 6 pm, free 

★ © BENAROYA HALL Big 
Bad Voodoo Daddy, 7:30 
pm, $40-$85 
CAPITOL CIDER 
EntreMundos, 9:30 pm 
CONOR BYRNE Bluegrass 
Jam: 8:30 pm, free 

© CROCODILE Mic Flont, 
Zuke Saga, Wizdumb, 8 
pm, $5 

KELLS Liam Gallagher 
LUCKY LIQUOR Sid Law 
SUBSTATION Open Mic: 
Guests 

TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE 

Crossrhythm Sessions, 9 
pm, free 

© THE TRIPLE DOOR 
THEATER Joseph, 7 pm, 
$25/$30 

P TX+4 

TULA’S Kerry Wallingford 
Quartet, 7:30 pm, $10 

un 

BALTIC ROOM Jam 

Jam: Mista' Chatman, DJ 
Element, 9 pm 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays: djIOOproof, 
Supreme La Rock, DJ 
Sessions, Blueyedsoul, 10 
pm, free 

© CENTURY BALLROOM 

Salsa Social: 8:30 pm, $8 

★ THE HIDEOUT Industry 
Standard: Guests, free 

★ MOE BAR Moe Bar 
Monday: DJ Swervewon, 
Jeff Hawk, DJ Henski, 10 
pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


★ © BENAROYA HALL 

Home for the Holidays: 


Seattle Men's Chorus, 
$27-$77 

ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Madama 
Butterfly: $12-$24 


TUE 12/1 


88 KEYS Seatown All stars, 8 
pm, free 

© AMBER RESTAURANT 

Folias, 6 pm, $10 for tango 
class and practice/$5 dance 
only/free to watch 
AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 
Fleck, 6 pm, free 
CAFE RACER Jacobs Posse 
CONOR BYRNE Country 
Dancing Night: 9 pm 

★ © CROCODILE !!!, 
Stereolad, 8 pm, $17 

★ © EL CORAZON Cancer 
Bats, 7:30 pm, $10/$ 12 
HARD ROCK CAFE Jessica 
Lynne, 5 pm 
HIGHLINE Lord Dying, 
Witch Ripper, Hissing, 9 pm, 
$ 10/$ 12 

J&M CAFE All-Star Acoustic 
Tuesdays: Guests, 9 pm, free 
KELLS Liam Gallagher 
THE MIX The 350s, 8 pm 

★ © NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Zappa Plays Zappa: 8 pm, 
$38.50-$75 

THE OULD TRIANGLE Open 
Mic: Guests, 8 pm, free 
PARAGON You Play 
Tuesday: Guests, 8 pm, free 
SEAMONSTER McTuff Trio, 

11 pm, free 
THE SHOWBOX World 
AIDS Day Concert: Ivan & 
Alyosha, Fly Moon Royalty, 
DJ Darek Mazzone, 6 pm 

★ SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Baby Ketten Karaoke: 9 
pm, free 

SUNSET TAVERN Rowe, 

Glass Frames, Service 
Animal, Intrinsic Factor, 8 
pm, $8 

TIM’S TAVERN Open Mic: 
Linda Lee, 8 pm 
TRACTOR TAVERN Ezra 
Furman, guests, 8 pm, $10 

9riV+4 

© JAZZ ALLEY Tierney 
Sutton, Dec 1-2, 7:30 pm, 
$28.50 

OWL N’THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde: 9 pm, free 
THE ROYAL ROOM Delvon 
Lamarr, 10 pm 

EZJ 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & Bass 
Tuesdays: Guests, 10 pm 

★ BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Blue Moon Vinyl Revival 
Tuesdays: DJ Country Mike, 
A.D.M., guests, 8 pm, free 
© CENTURY BALLROOM 
West Coast Swing Social: 
Tango Class & Dance: 8:30- 
11 pm, $8, 9 pm, $8 
CONTOUR Burn: Voodoo, 9 
pm, free 

CORBU LOUNGE Club NYX 
Wave & Goth: 10 pm, $5; 
free before 10:30 p.m. 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s: 
BlesOne, Jay Battle, $3; free 
before 11 p.m. 

MERCURY Die: Black Maru, 
Major Tom, $5 
NEIGHBOURS Pump It Up: 
Vogue: DJ Lightray 

ROB ROY Analog Tuesdays: 
Guests, free 

SUBSTATION Bring Your 
Own Vinyl: Guests 


CLASSICAL 


★ © BENAROYA HALL 

Home for the Holidays: 
Seattle Men's Chorus, 
$27-$77 

ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Madama 
Butterfly: $12-$24 
© MEANY HALL Yulianna 
Avdeeva, 7:30 pm, $37-$42 
NAKED CITY BREWERY & 
TAPHOUSE j Feliz (Baroque) 
Navidad! Concert and 
Wine Tasting: Early Music 
Underground, 7 pm, $20 


Fir I 1 .tins u-r ■iriF.i-.li. Uv v i I- IN 
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OPEN FOR LUNCH, DINNER & DRINKS 

Sun - Thu 11AM to 12AM, Fri & Sat 11AM to 2AM 


LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR! 

Sun-Thu 10PM to Close, Fri & Sat 11PM to Close 

Happy Hour 3 PM to 6 PM Everday 


1400 10th Ave. Seattle 206.556.5781 

www.SoiCapitolHill.com 



COCKTAILS • TASTY HOT DOGS 
LOTSA PINBALL • FROSTY BEER 

2222 2ND AVENUE • SEATTLE 


BETWEEN BELL AND BLANCHARD 



LIVE MUSIC 
NEVER A COVER! 

All Shows @ 9:30 PM 

EVERY TUESDAY: 
OPEN-MIC 

hosted by LEVI SAID 

EVERY WEDNESDAY: 
TWO BUCK 
CHUCK 

Blues/Country/Folk 


2125 Queen Anne Ave N 
206.283.4548 





FRI, 11/27 - SAT, V 11/28 

NATHAN BRANNAN 


Nathan was the winner of the | 

Seattle International Comedy 
Competition in 2014, was voted 
Willamette Week's "Portland's 
Funniest 5" for 2013, and 
released his first comedy 
album, I Black Out, that same 
year. On top of that, he was the 
winner of Helium Comedy Club'! 

Person Comedy Competition" in 2012. Nathan has opened for 
national headliners such as Dave Chappelle, Damon Wayans, 
Maria Bamford, and has photoshoppea himself into photos 
with many more. 
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Portland's Funniest 


ICOMEDY 

UNDERGROUND 


109 S.WASHINGTON ST. 
(ON OCCIDENTAL PARE) 

(206) 628-0303 

WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM 




































38 November 25, 2015 THE STRANGER 



MOTOWN LEGENDS 

THE TEMPTATIONS 

THUR | DEC 3 I 7130PM 


36 T * ANNUAL 
SEAniJjNTEBNAT|ONAL 

SUN | NOV 29 | 7rOOPM 




SNOCASlNO.COM OR THE 
SNOQUALMIE CASINO BOX OFFICE 


i E. £mi£ 27 i 

f * n /Soocssitio 


^Snoqijai.mi 


-SP*lTif=$rif«|<itCASiNfi. 


TIMELESS 

PETERCETERA 

SUN | FEB T4 I 7:00 PM 


AUSTRALIA'S 

THUNDER FROM 
DOWN UNDER 

THUR I DEC 10 I 7;30PM 
FRraSAT | DEC 11 -12 I fcOOPM 


DANNYBONADUCE 
CHRISTMAS SHOW WITH 

SPIKE AND 
THEIMPALERS 

THUR | DEC 17 | 7:30PM 




Think Independently, 
Shop Locally! 


Join us November 26th for Smell Business Saturday 



Live in-store performance from Mi 
at our SoDo store at 3pn 
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MUSIC 



PATTI smith, ELVIS COSTELLO, CHRISSIE HVNDE Curtains, parted. 


Let Them All Talk 

Audiobook Memoirs Let Rock 
Stars Address You Directly. 

BY SEAN NELSON 


T here was a time—kind of a 
long time, actually—when 
the art of being a rock star 
was the art of knowing how to make 
people come to you. The deployment of 
mystique in interacting with the public 
was as important as the chords and the 
words in the songs that made them pay 
attention in the first place. But the mys¬ 
tique era is over. 

Because the difference between put¬ 
ting out a record and not putting out a 
record is now minimal, the job of the 
musician involves a lot more secondary 
source material than it used to—and it 
used to involve quite a bit. Though oc¬ 
casional ubiquity was always the goal of 
the pop artist, the internet has inflated 
the price tag. Where once a singer 
could release a single, a video, and a few 
official interviews, the job now involves 
a broader kind of availability, not only 
after the show, for endless selfies by the 
merch table, but all the time, to read 
and respond to @replies on their Twit¬ 
ter feed, to do podcast interviews that 
might not necessarily sync up with the 
album cycle, and to create the addition¬ 
al, often free stuff—EPs, bonus tracks, 
remixes, covers—that has made a lot of 
smart, good-hearted people simply sur¬ 
render to thinking of as “content.” 

One way certain career artists have 
begun to address this phenomenon, in 
somewhat surprising numbers, is the 
memoir. Though both recording and 
publishing are famously (allegedly) 


dying industries, it seems to be a seller’s 
market for rock-star autobiographies. 
In the past few years, since the twin 
watersheds of Bob Dylan’s Chronicles , 
Volume One (2004) and Keith Rich¬ 
ards’s Life (2010), we’ve had great and 
good star memoirs from Patti Smith, 
Pete Townshend, Morrissey, Jay-Z, 
Nile Rodgers, and just this year, Car¬ 
rie Brownstein, Kim Gordon, Chrissie 
Hynde, John Lydon, and Elvis Costello. 


The wider appeal 
promised by these 
books is the parted 
curtain; not so much 
the revelation of facts 
as the sharing of what 
the authors are 
really like when 
they’re alone. 


Lesser-known but intensely-loved cult 
artists like Kristin Hersh, Dean Ware- 
ham, Viv Albertine, Marc Everett, Ben 
Watt, and Juliana Hatfield have also 
made memorable contributions to the 
canon. (And of course, there has been 
the usual ghosted airport litter from 
figures like Anthony Kiedis, Steven Ty¬ 
ler, Joe Perry, and Scott Weiland whose 
lives are plainly glamorous, but whose 


main appeal does not consist of a capac¬ 
ity for insightful reflection.) 

What’s new about the recent crop, 
and about all artist memoir in the age 
of oversharing, is the specter of being 
released in a world which, already ac¬ 
customed to knowing every dirty little 
secret about every celebrity, isn’t that 
impressed when a once-reticent singer 
coyly discloses his/her sexual prefer¬ 
ences, or the real story behind a given 
song. 

Fans certainly want to know those 
things, but fandom has been balkanized. 
The wider appeal promised by these 
books is the parted curtain; not so much 
the revelation of facts (though, we’ll 
take them, too) as the sharing of what 
the authors are really like when they’re 
alone. The privacy of the private sphere 
is often the last asset rock stars can 
mortgage to keep their fame, and their 
publishing catalogs, in circulation, and 
the memoir—like the low-budget digital 
video documentary before it—is the cur¬ 
rent delivery device of choice for people 
who used to be able to communicate ex¬ 
clusively through records. 

This device is complicated—some 
would argue enhanced, others dimin¬ 
ished—by the increasing popularity 
of the audiobook (aka the kind of book 
you can “read” while you’re driving, or 
exercising, or... looking at Facebook). 
Now the very artists who are stooping 
to tell you what they are really like can 
read their accounts directly to you. ► 


ALBUM REVIEWS 

★★★★★ Brown v. Board of Education 
★★★★ Beatles vs. Stones 

★★★ The People vs. Larry Flynt 

★★ Kramer vs. Kramer 

★ Alien vs. Predator 


PORTER RAY 

Nightfall EP 

(porterray.bandcamp.com) 

iriHcki 

I n many ways, EP opener “Faces in My Memory” is the 
archetypal Porter Ray title: His work wrestles, almost ob¬ 
sessively, with the past, with nostalgia, with things or people 
who’ve touched the young rapper’s life before abrupt exits. His 
opening triptych of tapes (WHT GLD, BLK GLD, and RSE 
GLD) reflected this introspection and refracted it in gorgeous, 
soulful fragments of growing up hustling in the pre-gentrified 
Central District through the haze of high-school sweethearts 
and kush smoke. 

This new EP represents a welcome bit of progress from 
Sub Pop’s newest hiphop signee, even though the beats tread 
the familiar ground of smoky soul and 1970s blaxploitation 
licks. Nightfall may prove to be his If You're Reading This 

It’s Too Late, a stopgap 
between early highs and 
future immortality. 

Ray has positioned 
himself as a ’6 god from 
a different area code, a 
sensitive soul with a soft 
spot for subdued melodies 
and storytelling. He even 
croons for a minute on 
“Dreaming (Interlude),” 
bringing to mind Drake’s 
better moments on Thank 
Me Later. The rest of the all-too-brief tape is devoted to 
sharpening Ray’s liquid, lyrical swords, even throwing in 
some Wu-Tang-repping kung fu dubs on the opening track. 

At this point, it wouldn’t be misguided to compare Ray’s stun¬ 
ning early work to Proust’s Swann’s Way or Knausgaard’s My 
Struggle: a never-ending reckoning with responsibility, reaction, 
and recollection. Seattle needs some sort of broader response 
to the Macklash than we’ve gotten, after all the attention that 
great white hope brought to our fair burg. Not to say local rap¬ 
pers haven’t been cutting it, but true talk: Shabazz is too weird, 
THEE Satisfaction too mercurial, Nacho Picasso too insular. If 
the city needs a new rapper to claim the crown (and it does), it 
seems Porter Ray is the man to claim it. KYLE FLECK 

NICOLE WILLIS 
& THE SOUL INVESTIGATORS 

Happiness in Every Style 
(Timmion Records) 

★★★★ 

U nless you’re a soulie, or perhaps a b-boy, Ms. Nicole Wil¬ 
lis’s name might not immediately ring a bell, but during 
the last decade, she, along with the Soul Investigators, has pro¬ 
duced some of the most exceptional funk and soul this side of 
the 1960s. Her new record covers all the bases: deep soul, funk, 
and plain ol’ “soul” soul. I’d reckon the only thing missing is a 
gospel rave-up! 

But the songwriting ain’t some dodgy retread—Willis and 
the Investigators are progressive, in context. They leave the 

contemporary pop/R&B/ 
Top 40 cliches well alone. 
They respect, and work 
within, the standard. 
PERIOD. This respect 
extends to the record’s 
production. I feel the same 
way about the sound of 
Happiness as I did about 
the group’s first LR Keep 
Reachin’ Up, from 2007: 
“The pesky production is 
just about right, like the 
Daptones’ take on King label funk: The edges have a bit of tooth 
and it’s just a tad overdriven for proper (period) punch.” 

And though this is a proper full-length, the record is 
worth buying just for the brilliant “A” side, “Paint Me in a 
Corner.” (I’ve even sussed out a copy of the 45 for my play 
box.) MIKE NIPPER 
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NEUMOS.COM-THE BARBOZA.COM 

MOEBARSEATTLE.COM - PIKESTFISHFRY.COM 


025 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 



323-658-7449 • lweir@larryweir.com 
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2929 27th Ave S • Seattle WA 98144 
$40 at the door • Doors at 9 PM 
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LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT? 


CARD FAQS 


DINES 

DANCE 

GIF CARD 


VALID AT 

CENTURY BALLROOM 
& THE TIN TABLE 

ANY $$ AMOUNT 

RELOADABLE 

AVAILABLE TO BUY 
IN THE TIN TABLE, 

AT ANY DANCE, 

OR BY CALLING US 



CENTURY BALLROOM 


915 E PINE ST 
CAPITOL HILL 


DINE & DANCE ZS RYBALLROOM ' COM 


◄ The effect can be powerful. 

On the page, Patti Smith’s much-cele¬ 
brated Just Kids struck me as burdened 
by poetic aspirationalism—though her mu¬ 
sic is guttural and plainspoken rock, she is 
the kind of prose writer who never saw a 
face she couldn’t turn into a “visage.” Spo¬ 
ken in her laconic Jersey drawl, the verbal 
pretenses are contextualized, assimilated, 
forgiven, in much the same way that to be 
in a room with Smith is to understand in¬ 
stantly what the word “beatific” is for, and 
why people have been lining up to worship 
her for 40 years. 

Likewise Kim Gordon, whose Girl in a 
Band is a very different spin on the romance 
of the artist’s life. Aside from the revelation 
that she dated Danny Elfman in high school 
(!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!), the book is short on sordid 
disclosure and long on access to Gordon’s 
impressions of the post-punk downtown 
NYC art milieu that gave rise to Sonic Youth. 
But when she gets down to saying how she 
feels about the breakup of her marriage to 
longtime collaborator Thurston Moore, Gor¬ 
don is frank and blunt. Hearing those words 
spoken into your ear by her heavy-lidded, 
slightly-side-essed voice, pitched some¬ 
where between hypnotic and monotonous, 
makes the experience feel like an unearned 
confidence. 

Unsurprisingly, Elvis Costello’s reading 
of his Unfaithful Music & Disappearing 
Ink is the least uncharacteristic exercise in 
self-narration, partly because his artistic re¬ 
lationship with persona has been an ongoing 
project since his 1977 debut. He’s also the 
most naturally gifted anecdotalist of the re¬ 
cent group—second only to Dylan, really, as 
on the record shelf—as well as the one with 
the easiest knack for theatrical modulation. 
Over the course of 18 hours and 40 minutes 
(for 670 pages), he guides us through his 
masterfully structured life story in a se¬ 
ries of brisk larks, wry insinuations, stage 
whispers and, when called for, sotto voce 
confessions of wickedness. If these vocal 
tricks allow him to get away with a certain 
blurriness at crucial moments—lapsing into 
excerpts from an autobiographical short sto¬ 
ry he wrote long ago to indicate his state of 
mind at especially grim times is a recurring 
gambit—they also allow him to demon¬ 
strate the astonishing gift not merely for 
self-revelation, but for revelation of the self 
that he has developed in his astonishingly 
varied career. He is also unusually excel¬ 
lent at conveying the experience of writing 
and recording, which does the welcome job 
of resteering readers/listeners back into his 
vast catalog of albums and songs—which, 
one suspects, was Costello’s true motive for 
writing the book to begin with. 

It’s telling that this trend was kick-start¬ 
ed by the 23-hour-long audiobook version 
of Keith Richards’s Life. It’s hard enough 
to imagine Richards doing anything for 23 
hours in a row, much less wheezing through 
his own book aloud, so the publishers broke 
the job up. Johnny Depp does the first few 
hours, and is then replaced by actor Joe 
Hurley for the bulk of the remainder, be¬ 
fore returning for an hour toward the end. 
Keith himself reads the last 45 minutes or 
so. Of course, neither actor can resist the 
urge to do a Keith Richards impersonation 
throughout, partly because the prose is 
so vivid and partly because... well, Keith’s 
Keithness is the whole point of the project 
to begin with. This is why the pleasures of 
Chrissie Hynde’s Reckless (audiobook read 
by Rosanna Arquette) and John Lydon’s 
Anger Is an Energy (Derek Perkins) remain 
exclusively on the page. I’ve listened to the 
whole 23-hour recording on Life at least five 
times, and eagerly anticipate doing so again. 

I can’t say the same about Richards’s re¬ 
cent solo album. ■ 
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SILAS BLAK Unmistakable, influential, and consistently intense across decades. 

Silas Blak, Dave B, 
and the Seattle 
Rap Continuum 

BY LARRY MIZELL JR. 


I f you’ve been steeped in Northwest rap 
since the Clinton era, you know Silas Blak 
well. A commanding and singular presence 
since the days of Blind Council, through Se¬ 
attle’s compilation era (he pops up on Do the 
Math and Classic Elements both), he’s been 
an unmistakable, influential, and consistent 
voice. Dense and cerebral, forever raw and 
uncompromising, he’s absolutely one of Se¬ 
attle’s most consistent MCs, barring no one. 
(Though definitely an acquired taste. If you’re 
looking for personality- 
cult stuff, big hooks, or 
signature ad libs—let 
alone a clear narrative 
or clearly defined rhyme 
schemes—you’re assed 
out here. Think a more 
abstract Saafir, if you 
can get to that.) 

Though I’m a 

longtime lover of 

the legendary Silent 
Lambs Project (and its 
more recent permuta¬ 
tion as Black Stax), 
my favorite Silas Blak works to date are his 
stellar solo releases. 1986 and Silas Sentinel, 
released in 2006 and 2007, are brick-hard 
slabs of confrontational, abstract Blak art. 
That said, his latest album, Editorials: (War- 
tunes), released recently on Cabin Games, is 
not only my favorite entry in his well-appoint¬ 
ed catalog, it’s hungry and sharp enough to 
sound like a debut—not bad for somebody 
who’s been rapping for 20-plus years. 

Check the album highlight “Chains” and 
tell me I’m wrong. Blak contemptuously spits 
lines like “The Willie Lynch school is closed, 
but niggas still go” and “I musta occupied 
the house that poverty built/I just got hip to 
almond milk/A brother need a garage that’s 
filled.” Some clear chemistry is on display, an 
exothermic reaction between Blak and the 
album’s sole producer, Kjell Nelson, whose 
production you would recall from Cabin 


Games’ future-soul act Hightek Lowlives. 

Nelson’s sound moves from smooth 
warmth (“Time and God I Can’t Master”) to 
harrowing, stomping workouts (“Chains” and 
“Diamonds on Mic Stands”), bringing out the 
breadth in Blak’s usual intensity and Hub¬ 
ble-like focus. Props also go to the Cabin’s 
Redskin, the album’s executive producer and 
expert curator. Go peep Blak’s angular attack 
on Wednesday, November 25, at the Croco¬ 
dile Back Bar for his album release party (it’s 
all ages), with Proh 
Mic, and Able Fader on 
decks. 

“I wonder if you’re 
trying to venture 
from the Needle, it’s 
a trap/Wonder why 
my peoples countin’ 
on me for?” Seattle’s 
Dave B hasn’t been 
around nearly as long 
as Blak—his (loving, 
growing) fan base 
grew up during the 
reign of Bush II—but 
he has nonetheless grown into a major talent 
in scant years, young Seattle’s undisputed 
people’s champ. 

Since being the wild-card winner of 
EMP’s Sound Off! back in 2013, he hasn’t 
looked back, running through all the local 
fests and consistently dropping singles. His 
newest release, Punch Drunk, is the one he’s 
been saving up for, the sound of a young giant 
arrived, restrained and confident. Simulta¬ 
neously smooth and hype, Dave balances 
singsongy histrionics and pure chill, the miss¬ 
ing link between Chano and the Soulection 
sound. Dave is going places—you’re late to 
the party if you just caught that—among 
them, the Crocodile on Sunday, November 
29, for his album release. With Nyles Davis 
and Vitamin D (the show is all ages). 

Give thanks, and for Christ’s sake, stop 
fucking shooting. ■ 


Silas Blak’s latest 
album, Editorials: 

(War tunes), is hungry 
and sharp enough to 
sound like a debut— 
not bad for somebody 
who’s been rapping for 
20-plus years. 
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zach fleury 
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WEEKEND MELTDOWN 

the paperboys 

w/ maracuja (11/27) 5 

locamo (11/28) 
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bridge! everett 

w/ eJicia sanchez 
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first aid arts 

w/ musical guest joseph 
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TOWNHALL 


SEATTLE 


TOWNHALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 


(11/30) Jon Meacham 

George H.W. Bush's Influence on 
Modern Politics 


(11/30) Randall Munroe 

with Hank Green 

'Thing Explainer' 

(12/1) Deepa Iyer 

Eliminating Hate Crimes 
in Post-9/11 America 

(12/2) Christopher T. Bayley 

'Seattle Justice,' 

From Past to Present 

(12/3) Cascadia Resilience Center: 

Sandi Doughton, 

David Montgomery, Others 

Rising to Disaster Risks 
in Cascadia 

(12/3) Women's Funding Alliance: 

Jackie VanderBrug 
and Ruchika Tulshyan 

Mobilizing Money, Power for Change 

(12/4) Town Hall, Seattle Radio 
Theatre, and KIRO Radio: 

‘Miracle on 34th Street’ 

(12/5) Columbia Choirs: 

Columbia Choirs 

YuleFest 2015 

(12/5) BCHCS: 
Balkansky 

Bulgarian Folk, Jazz, Electronica 

(12/6)‘As I Age’ 

A Celebration of Creative Aging 

( 12 / 6 ) Short Stories Live 

A Rogue’s Christmas 

(12/7) Resident Findings 

C. Davida Ingram and 
Brangien Davis 

(12/7) Steven Hill 

Fixing the American Workforce 

(12/8) Megan Watzke 

The Unseen Power of Light 

(12/9) Stan Greenberg 

Renewing American Politics 

(12/9) David Gregory 

'How's Your Faith?' 

( 12 / 10 ) Seattle Human Rights Day 

Kimberle Crenshaw 

Black Lives Matter 

(12/10) Robin Koerner: 

The Art of Political Persuasion 

(12/12) SGC: 

Seattle Girls’ Choir 

A Gift of Song 


TOWNHALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 


WWW.TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG 


TOWNHALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 



ART 



winter WHEAT The sight of it will make your own skin tighten. 

Into His Gourds 

Robert Rhee Makes (Surprisingly Amazing) Art Out 
of Humanity’s Oldest Plants 

BY JEN GRAVES 


S et off by itself in a corner of the gallery, 
on a white pedestal, there is a brutal¬ 
ized object. It’s a fleshy and brownish thing 
squeezing through the bars of an odd-looking 
metal cage. It blobs out on all sides, the sight 
of it making my own skin tighten. 

What Pm seeing looks like a gourd. A 
gourd in pain, like one of those male bodies all 
twisted up in the center of a noxious environ¬ 
ment in a Francis Bacon painting. As the body 
tries to exert itself, the world punches back. 

I first saw this sculpture this past sum¬ 
mer, at the Out of Sight exhibition concurrent 
with Seattle Art Fair. IPs by Rob¬ 
ert Rhee, and he’s showing more 
pieces from the same series this 
month at Glass Box Gallery. 

At Glass Box, some of the 
sculptures sit on pedestals and 
some hang on the walls. Each is a 
different variation that induces the same fun¬ 
damental curiosity. Are those actual gourds, 
and if they are, how did they get inside those 
cages? 

It turns out that the answer involves the 
Washington State Gourd Society. 

The Gourd Society was formed in 2007 
and, according to its mission statement, “does 
not discriminate on the basis of age, color, 
disability, education, financial status, height, 
marital status, national origin, political be¬ 
liefs, religion, race, sex, sexual orientation, 
weight, or whether you craft in big, small, 
round, or skinny gourds.” 


The Gourd Society helped connect Rhee 
to gourd farmers who agreed to work with 
him. What Rhee wanted was to put his weld¬ 
ed metal cages in their fields so that gourds 
would grow up into them to make art. 

Gourds have been used as art, musical in¬ 
struments, containers, and tools for the lon¬ 
gest time—literally. They’re one of and possi¬ 
bly the oldest plants tended by human beings, 
and they appeared everywhere ancient hu¬ 
mans lived, from Africa to Asia to the Ameri¬ 
cas. Gourds are ancient art in every culture. 
They belong to history, not country. 

With heads and bottoms and 
shells like skins, gourds are eas¬ 
ily made into metaphors for bod¬ 
ies. At the time when Rhee began 
to think about gourds, he’d just 
been invited to do an exhibition in 
Korea. Rhee is Korean American, 
simultaneously Korean and not Korean, living 
an unfolding hybrid identity. For his exhibi¬ 
tion in Korea, he wanted to create sculptures 
that would interact with their environments 
in unpredictable ways. He wanted to make 
new heirloom plants. 

It wasn’t until later that he hit on gourds. 

After several ideas, what he decided to do 
was this: He’d select a specific type of gourd, 
say a Goose Neck or a Snake or a Cannonball, 
and design a specific cage to set on the ground 
where the seeds were planted. (For large farms 
that wouldn’t let him place his own cages in 
their fields, he indicated which way was up.) 


Each cage was meant to intervene in the 
expression of that particular type of seed’s 
DNA. The cage, in the final sculpture, becomes 
an observable force. You see the clash between 
the gourd that the gourd’s genes set out to 
make and the gourd as it actually grew. Na¬ 
ture versus (constricting) nurture. It all hints 
at the presence of invisible forces like weather 
chance, timing, the elements of any life. 

Rhee’s new gourd hybrids wear cages that 
remember and visualize their histories. They 
also combine industrialized, agricultural, 
standardized growth with the kind of person¬ 
al attention that defines “heirlooms,” plants 
tended and brought forward through time 
by individuals rather than large-scale opera¬ 
tions. The name of the gourd series, which is 
ongoing, is The Occupations of Uninhabited 
Space , and the title of the Glass Box exhibi¬ 
tion is Winter Wheat. 

Rhee’s other works in Winter Wheat in¬ 
clude yellowed clouds of spray-foam insula¬ 
tion emanating into the air straight from the 
manufacturer’s can, and lines of caulk insert¬ 
ed in standard industrial copper tubes that 
catalyzed them into different shades of light 
blue and shaped them into various-sized crag¬ 
gy piles. The crags are as enchanting as natu¬ 
ral stalagmites. The insulation cloud looks so 
deliberate and exquisite, it could be a stylized 
drawing in 19th-century Japanese ukiyo-e. 
All the works are collisions of intention and 
happenstance, choreography and chance. 

Not leaving behind the mysterious but 
systematic forces of the internet, Rhee used 
Google Translate to create the final work in 
the show. He sent a piece of poetry in an an¬ 
cient Japanese form (he does not speak Japa¬ 
nese) through Google Translate hundreds of 
times and printed out the results in accordion 
books that demonstrate the absurdity and yet 
seeming innate intelligence of the computer 
code. Google Translate is a good, a bad, and 
never a dull poet. 

The other part of this poetry installation, 
which I don’t fully understand, involves a tis¬ 
sue box on a pedestal that’s attached to a hid¬ 
den crank so that the tissue ripples and waves 
gently in the silences between readings of the 
poetry, in Japanese and English, on a speak¬ 
er. How would you feel, I guess, if a poem by 
Google Translate moved you to sniffly tears? 

Rhee is a relatively new presence in Se¬ 
attle art, having relocated just a few years 
ago from the East Coast. (He teaches at Cor¬ 
nish College of the Arts.) Earlier this year, he 
created the installation Xenia , a functional 
Airbnb listing that was a group art installa¬ 
tion you lived inside of overnight. It was im¬ 
mersive and subtle (a trick of a combination). 

Among the works in that Airbnb condo, a 
few small, quiet, and playful abstract sculp¬ 
tures made of mysteriously sourced mate¬ 
rial sat on a shelf—traditional little visual 
intrigues. They were by Rhee, too. 

I can still recall exactly what I felt when 
I first saw one of the gourds, last summer. It 
was like hallucinating. Those metal cage fin¬ 
gers indenting the gourd indented my flesh. 
It was the same feeling I got in a gallery in 
Rome when I first came face-to-face with Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini’s 1622 marble sculpture The 
Rape of Proserpina. The god Pluto’s fingers 
are gripping the upper thigh of Proserpina as 
she tries, futilely, to escape him. Those fingers 
on that thigh—just that fragment—tell the 
same story of the gourd, about the desire to 
be free from forces that can’t be understood, 
predicted, or controlled, or the simple longing 
at least to see those forces’ hands at work. ■ 


Robert Rhee: 
Winter Wheat 

Glass Box Gallery 
Through Nov 28 
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Canadians 
Really Are That 
Nice in Come 
from Away 

BY RICH SMITH 

T he island of Newfoundland is a geologi¬ 
cal relic of a great continental collision. 
According to playwrights Irene Sankoff and 
David Hein, who researched the area and 
population to prepare the script for Come 
from Away, “pieces of Africa and Europe” 
formed the island before drifting off to their 
current locations. 

Fast-forward millions of years, and 
members of A1 Qaeda crash planes into 
the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and 
a field in Pennsylvania. In response, the 
United States closes its airspace and di¬ 
verts 38 planes to the airport near Gander, 
Newfoundland, where 7,000 people from all 
over the world converge on a town of 7,000 
Newfies. 

What happens when these kind island 
people who live in 
Come from Away the poorest prov- 
Seattle Repertory Theatre ince in Canada 
Through Dec 13 realize that they 

have to play host 
to a bunch of irritated and scared and 
stranded “plane people” who nearly out¬ 
number them? They help. Instantly, food 
comes off the store shelves, the hockey rink 
becomes cold storage, and every home is a 
hotel. An indicative line, given by an actor 
playing a clerk: “Thank you for shopping at 
Wal-Mart. Would you like to come back to 
my house for a shower?” 

This is the strong, uplifting premise of 
Come from Away, a musical running now at 
the Seattle Rep. Normally, Pm a stone when 
it comes to musicals. Their joyful swells 
break against me, but I do not budge. And, 
indeed, for the first five minutes of this show, 
in which there is an alarming amount of 
Chucky Cheeseball hokey-pokey hand-jiv- 
ing, I thought I was in for it. But by minute 
six or seven, I was smiling at all the small¬ 
town charm and rooting for the spirit these 
people projected. 

In 2011, Sankoff and Hein traveled up to 
Gander for the 10-year anniversary of 9/11 
and the arrival of the plane people. 

The show that resulted from this process 
feels more like a musical version of a piece 
of long-form journalism that might have 
run in the New Yorker. We’re introduced to 
several different characters, among them 
the first woman pilot to fly for American 
Airlines, a gay couple nervous about outing 
themselves, a master chef who happens to 
be an Egyptian Muslim, a young black dude 
who’s understandably skeptical about this 
whole situation, a lonely British man, and a 
divorcee from Houston. 

The lives and fates of these characters 
interweave in adorable and meaningful 
ways as townies rush around in an attempt 
to feed and clothe everybody. The same 
actors play the plane people and the New¬ 
fies, the stranded and the saviors, which 
emphasizes the show’s basic theme: Do 
unto others, because one day, life is going 
to mess you up in big way and you’re going 
to need to wear other people’s clothes and 
eat their weird fish and cheese casseroles 
for a week. ■ 
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The Hidden Meaning in a 
10-Year-Old Short Story in the 
New Yorker About Thanksgiving 

Before You Read This, Go Read “Up North” by Charles 
D’Ambrosio—Maybe You’ll Make the Same Mistake I Did 

BY CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE 

W hat is it called when you read a short story and you 
don’t understand it but you think you do? This must 
happen with fiction all the time—but it’s hard to talk about, 


because reading is a private experience, and 
the only thing you have to go on are your 
own impressions, and if your impressions are 
wrong, or if your focus slips, or if you get a text 
message and look at your phone and then re¬ 
join the story at the wrong spot on the page, 
the end result of putting a bunch of time into 
reading a short story might be that you walk 


around for the rest of your life with a false un¬ 
derstanding of it. 

Some combination of those things hap¬ 
pened to me with Charles D’Ambrosio’s “Up 
North,” published in the New Yorker back 
in 2005. Having read the story many times 
over the last 10 years—I recommend read¬ 
ing it over your Thanksgiving holiday (on 


the New Yorker’s website or in D’Ambrosio’s 
book The Dead Fish Museum )—I now see it 
is a Thanksgiving masterpiece that depicts 
a family and the chasms between people 
who are ostensibly close. But I didn’t see it 
that way the first time I read it. I’m such a 
D’Ambrosio fanboy, I can tell you where I 
was standing when I first started reading it, 
just like I can tell you where I was when I 
read his stories “Screenwriter” (in the aisle 
seat of an airplane) and “The High Divide” 
(in a Tully’s coffee that’s now demolished) in 


the New Yorker. 

When I first read “Up North,” I was lean¬ 
ing against a counter at the QFC on Broad¬ 
way and Pike. I noticed right away that the 
story didn’t have a tour de force opening 
like “Screenwriter.” Nor did it start with an 
emotionally devastating little vignette about 
someone’s inability to communicate, like “The 
High Divide.” When it came to appreciating 


It’s strange how much 
whatever’s tumbling 
through a reader’s 
mind can warp a 
piece of writing. 


“Up North,” being a D’Ambrosio fanboy 
wasn’t doing me any favors. I remember look¬ 
ing at the bird in the artwork accompanying 
the story, and seeing the phrase “like fledgling 
birds” in the first sentence, and flipping to the 
very end and seeing the word “fluttering” in 
the last sentence. As I read, my first impres¬ 
sion was that “Screenwriter” and “The High 
Divide” had been narrated by more overtly 
compelling narrators, and some dumb, em¬ 
barrassing region of my brain did a cynical 
calculation like: “Oh, the New Yorker’s letting 
him be soft and quiet this time because he was 
flashier the last two times.” It’s strange how 
much whatever’s tumbling through a reader’s 
mind can warp a piece of writing. 

I could see there were good things about 
it. It was a hunting anecdote shot through 
with pain and silence. The part I liked the 
best was the part where the conflict is most 
apparent, the part where, late in the story, 
four men go out to unlawfully poach a wild 
turkey. The cruelty of conversation was well 
done. But, overall, I couldn’t help but notice 
that “Up North” didn’t have any images like 
that ballerina who lights herself on fire in 
“Screenwriter” or the dad who serves his son 
a bowl of nails with milk in it in “The High 
Divide.” In contrast, “Up North” has a decid¬ 
edly slower pace and a fluffy opener. It’s nar¬ 
rated by a sensitive man named Daly: 

We angled our heads back and opened our 
mouths like fledgling birds. Smoke gave 
the cool air a faintly burned flavor, an 
aftertaste of ash. A single flake lit on my 
wife’s eyelash, a stellar crystal, cold and 
intricate. I blew a warm breath over her 
face, melting the snow. 

Maybe if I were a straight guy, the idea of 
a snowflake on a beautiful woman’s eyelash 
would have carried an inherent charge, would 
have had some implicit heat—after all, the 
wife is “flawless, like some kind of figurine”— 
but it left me cold. Its serenity seemed dull— 
soft, fluffy, quiet, birdlike. The more I read, 
the more this misimpression grew icicles. The 
point of the story seemed vague, buried un¬ 
der a snowbank. 

It takes work to appreciate fiction. It’s 
taken me 10 years to see that “Up North” 
isn’t snowy descriptive extraneousness plus a 
really good hunting scene. It wasn’t until last 
summer, reading “Up North” in a hot square 
of sunshine in my apartment, that a deeper 
significance revealed itself, as if the snow that 
had been distracting me had finally melted. 
It turns out that every detail in “Up North” 
points to a vast subtext about men and wom¬ 
en and how they express (or don’t express) 
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sexual shame. The story’s true subject is how 
men and women torture each other and how 
gender roles inflame that pain. In my dwell¬ 
ing on the supposedly “best” scene in the 
story, the hunting scene with the men, and 
seeing nothing much else of value in the soft, 
subtle, full-of-birds story, I was ironically 
enough taking sides, without knowing it, in 
the gendered conflict the story explores. 

I’m not the only reader who missed the 
feminist subtext. A year after it appeared in 
the New Yorker, “Up North” was published in 
The Dead Fish Museum, and when Meghan 
O’Rourke reviewed that book in the New 
York Times Book Review, she didn’t men¬ 
tion sexual shame or the fraught terrain of 
heterosexual relationships. Her review was 
titled “The Man’s Guide to Hunting and Fish¬ 
ing,” and it described D’Ambrosio’s stories as 
“hypermasculine” in the mode of Hemingway, 
“full of hunting and fishing and drinking,” 
and as traversing “Carveresque territory,” 
specifically “the charged relationships be¬ 
tween fathers and sons, drifters and workers, 
in the outskirts of the American Northwest.” 

She, too, missed the ways in which 
D’Ambrosio admits (and regrets) the boy’s 
club nature of short-story writing, and uses 
Daly’s character to challenge the stereotype 
of the hypermasculine Pacific Northwest 
minimalist. But I should talk; I made exactly 
the same mistake as O’Rourke did. She and I 
were both distracted by the overt masculine 
symbols and conflicts, and focused on them 
because they were recognizable and easier to 
digest. 

One thing I didn’t even notice the first 
time I read the story is that after Daly 
breathes the flake of snow off his wife eye, 
she gets out her makeup. The wife’s name 
is Caroline, and she and he are headed to a 
cabin for Thanksgiving where her parents 
and their hunting buddies and their wives 
are waiting. I didn’t even notice the odd¬ 
ness of Caroline feeling the need to put on 
makeup right then; “grimacing,” Caroline 
examines herself in a “small round mirror 
she’d pulled from her purse.” Daly thinks 
the “shallow cup of the compact looked 
to be holding a kind of flesh dust, a spare 
skin.” He watches her stroke blush “on ei¬ 
ther side of her face, magically lifting her 
cheekbones.” He watches her trace “her lips 
lightly with a subdued shade of red and sud¬ 
denly she was smiling.” Once her makeup is 
on, before Daly gets the car started again, 
this happens: 

Two men in orange caps crossed in front 
of us, rifles slung over their shoulders. 
They stopped in the road and waved, the 
ears beneath their caps like pink blossoms 
in the raw cold, and then they bumbled 
into the woods. I stared at their fresh foot¬ 
prints in the snow. 

“You know them?” I asked. 

“No,” she said. 

And then there’s a section break. 

The seemingly inconsequential dialogue 
didn’t seem to justify the section break. I 
wish I could tell you I registered the silence of 
those passing men, their cold ears like “pink 
blossoms,” and the hardness of the wife’s 
“No,” but I didn’t. Like the wife’s makeup, I 
just thought it was immaterial scene-setting 
stuff—it’s winter, they’re on the road, lots of 
men are out hunting. 

The first sign that Caroline’s application of 
makeup was a crucial character detail, a lens 
into her inner world, is in the next scene— 
but again, I just breezed right past it. Daly 
and Caroline get to the cabin, and one of the 
wives there is Sandy Rababy, whose husband, 
Steve, is a partner in the accounting firm 
founded by Caroline’s father. Rababy is a bril¬ 
liant fictional name—believable as a name but 
repellent no matter how you pronounce it. (It 


sounds like “rabies” and it has a “baby” in it.) 
And “Sandy” is a clever first name because 
it reminds you of resurfacing something, and 
Sandy is into cosmetic surgery. She turns to 
Daly at lunch, while Steve and Caroline’s fa¬ 
ther are out on some mysterious errand, and 
says to him: 

“Hey, Daly, what about these lips?” Sandy 
said, sliding the torn page of a magazine 
toward me. She’d had cheek implants and 
was currently in the market for new lips. 

I was meant to offer a proxy opinion for 
all men. The woman in the magazine was 
pouting sadly or seductively, it was hard to 
tell, and she was looking confused or far 
off into the distance, also hard to tell. 

“Those are Caroline’s lips,” I said. 

Sandy held the page to her nose, and 
then looked at Caroline, who modeled a 
little moue. 

“You’re right, they are,” Sandy said. “I 
want your lips.” 

“They’re spoken for,” my wife said, 
touching my knee under the table, 
quaintly. 

Then there’s another section break. One 
can see how Sandy’s obsession with plastic 
surgery echoes Caroline’s compact of “flesh 
dust,” her “spare skin.” The women in the 
story evidently feel the 
need to perform pretti¬ 
ness. But Daly, who can’t 
decide if he sees sadness 
or seductiveness in the 
model’s face, has no need 
for such performances— 
and yet he’s forced into 
offering a “proxy opinion 
for all men.” 

It becomes clear that 
Steve and the other men 
are out in the woods 
hunting and drinking. 

When they get back, 

Sandy Rababy chastises them: “The forest 
is full of drunks with guns,” she says. “Girls 
don’t like that.” 

This line—“Girls don’t like that”—is 
the final sentence before another section 
break. These section breaks are clues to the 
reader that those sentences are important, 
although in the reader’s defense, these are 
pretty subtle cues. We don’t know where we 
are yet among all these characters, whose 
side to be on, even how to assess Daly’s 
marriage with Caroline. The only thing that 
seems clear by this point in the story is that 
Caroline is beautiful, the other women are 
intent on being as pretty as she is, and the 
marriage between Daly and Caroline is quite 
healthy, reinforced by that quaint touching 
under the table. That’s the biggest and most 
superficial ruse yet. 


D aly is a hilariously cruel name for a 
sensitive man to have, not just because 
there’s a whiff of foreverness in the connota¬ 
tion of monotony (“daily”), but also because 
it’s emasculating (it sounds like a feminized 
form of the already androgynous Dale). And 
“Daly” is not far from “dolly” or “doily.” In 
an essay last year about D’Ambrosio’s non¬ 
fiction, the writer and critic Trisha Ready 
pointed out that “if we are talking about 
gender as an interior process rather than a 
manifestation, then perhaps D’Ambrosio’s 
writing itself serves a kind of maternal func¬ 
tion.” And the moment I read that, I thought 
of Daly, a character I’d never been able to 
fully figure out, a man with arguably femi¬ 
nine instincts, or at least not traditionally 
masculine instincts. He’s a nurturer, he’s not 
predatory, he’s not eager to announce his 
opinion or rank other people’s appearances, 


he has no proneness toward violence, and he 
doesn’t know how to shoot a gun. He is not 
one of the boys, not one of his father-in-law’s 
gun-toting friends. 

Daly tells us early in the story, right after 
the scene with the lips, “My wife was raped 
the summer she turned eighteen.” A sentence 
like that—shocking, upsetting—glares in the 
snow. You can’t not have seen it. You can’t not 
remember it. But for years I had trouble con¬ 
necting it to the rest of the story. For years I 
thought of it as luridly out of place. How was 
it relevant to this otherwise muffled, snowy, 
slowly told hunting anecdote? He also tells us 
that Caroline’s parents don’t know she’d been 
raped, and that she was reluctant to even tell 
him. Daly recalls that when she told him, he 
“felt instantly that I’d known all along.” He 
recognized it as “the elusive thing I’d been 
trying to put my hands on.” 

For months afterward I found myself 
drifting away from conversations as I re¬ 
hearsed the scenario in my mind. What I 
imagined was horrible for me—the rain 
and the bushes, a black man, a knife. I 
saw things. I saw the underpants she’d 
have to pull on again when he was done, 

I saw her walk home in a world suddenly 
gone strange, I saw the mud she’d have 
to wash off the backs of her thighs and 
the way the stream 
of gray would circle 
the drain, I saw 
pebbles embedded 
in her knees, I saw 
her days later, alone 
and crying, drop¬ 
ping the knife the 
first time she cut 
into a tomato, I saw 
the halved red fruit 
on the white cut¬ 
ting board the next 
morning, the spilled 
seeds now dried to 
the plastic. I saw these things, I imagined 
them. Our life together took on a second 
intention, and a sock on the floor would 
stop me cold. My eyes would lose focus 
and I’d daydream, trying to capture the 
moment and make it less strange, trying 
to inhabit the past, intervening. I wanted 
to be there, and, failing, I developed in¬ 
stead a tendency to ascribe every dip and 
depression to the rape, organizing our 
shared life around it, carrying it forward 
into our future like a germ. 

This incredible paragraph is made out of 
Daly’s worry, and the writing itself has been 
worried into perfection. You don’t even notice 
Daly’s comment about the black man and the 
knife the first time through the story, but it 
really sticks out the second time, when you 
know in advance that the perpetrator of the 
rape wasn’t a black man. In fact, it was one of 
Caroline’s dad’s friends. In fact, it’s one of the 
guys here in this cabin, at Thanksgiving din¬ 
ner. It turns out the black man is a phantom 
of the Daly imagination. 

There is the writing as it exists on the page, 
and the writing as it is perceived by a reader’s 
brain, and I have to fess up: I don’t remem¬ 
ber this paragraph being in “Up North” the 
first time I read it in the magazine. (It was. I 
went back to the New Yorker’s archives and 
checked.) I may have been blinded by “My 
wife was raped the summer she turned eigh¬ 
teen,” or I may have been retroactively blind¬ 
ed by my awe of the coming hunting scene, or 
maybe I got a text message while I was read¬ 
ing that paragraph and rejoined the story at 
the wrong spot on the page, but all I can tell 
you is when I read “Up North” again years 
later, this paragraph (rain/bushes/black man/ 
knife/drain/tomato/sock) stood out as news to 
me—as a shock. That’s when I realized I’d 


missed the story’s whole point. 

You can see how if you’re trying to quickly 
read “Up North” while standing in a grocery 
store and somehow miss Daly’s misguided 
fantasy sequence about the rain and knife 
and black man and tomato, the whiplash upon 
discovering that the actual rapist is one of 
Dad’s friends—and that Dad doesn’t know— 
doesn’t happen. 

Another crucial detail about Daly and Car¬ 
oline’s marriage comes right away: Caroline 
has never had an orgasm. Daly tells us: 

I believed that I would remedy that prob¬ 
lem, that it was merely a matter of prow¬ 
ess and patience, of a deeper love and a 
greater persistence, but no matter what 
we did—the books, the scents, the oils, 
all the hoodoo of love—none of it changed 
a thing. With time, my conceit broke 
down. In defeat I came to feel weak and 
ashamed. In some way, her lack of sexual 
fulfillment accounted for her promiscuity: 
what she missed in intensity she made up 
for in scope. She had never been a faithful 
lover, either before or after our marriage; 
she preferred sex with strangers, which I 
could never be, not again. It was as if she 
were determined to revisit, over and over, 
that original moment of absolute strange¬ 
ness. And yet she continued to need the 
scrim of familiarity I offered, so that the 
world would fill more sharply with the 
unfamiliar. Daily I lost more and more of 
my status as a stranger, and our marriage 
was like a constant halving of the distance, 
without ever arriving at the moment in 
time where, utterly familiar, I’d vanish. 

This is so dense with richness, it is unimagi¬ 
nable to me that it didn’t make a bigger im¬ 
pression the first time I read the story—the 
shame, the love, the frustration, the vanishing, 
that “daily.” When I read the story 10 years 
later, the promiscuity line I remembered 
(“What she missed in intensity she made up 
for in scope”), but Daly’s sense that he was 
disappearing because he didn’t do what he 
thought he ought to be able to do, what a man 
ought to be able to do for his wife, was news to 
me. I don’t know where my mind was. 


A s the men set out to go hunting, Daly 
sees a “flare of a meteor” in the sky but 
sees it “so fast that I doubted myself in the 
very moment of wonder.” It’s not like Daly 
isn’t smart; if anything, he’s so perceptive 
that all of his concurrent sensitivities have 
crippled him. On their way to the hunting 
blind, Daly is seized with worry about his 
ability to perform in front of these men. “I 
imagined that a kind of fraternal ridicule kept 
this group cohesive,” he thinks, “and I didn’t 
want to become the scapegoat who helped 
them bond.” 

I’m not going to describe the turkey-hunt¬ 
ing scene in detail, because you really ought 
to just go read it, but Daly’s shame among 
the men (one of whom, remember, raped 
his wife) is only rivaled by his shame vis-a- 
vis his wife (who won’t even tell him which 
one of them it was). The scene is a pressure 
cooker of masculinity as expressed through 
the theater of conversation, with Steve Ra¬ 
baby saying things to his “friends” like: “If 
we got stuck here, I’d eat you. I’d have no 
problem with that.” After a turkey gets its 
head blown off, its neck becoming “hardly 
more than a hose filling a hole in the snow 
with blood,” Steve says over its body: “He 
was looking for pussy and now he’s dead. Let 
that be a lesson to you liars.” And when one 
of the guys starts crying about his wife who 
recently died, Steve says, “It was almost a 
year ago. It’s just sentimental bullshit at this 
point. It’s fucking weak.” ► 


When I read the 
story again 10 years 
later, there was a 
paragraph in it I 
didn’t remember 
seeing before. 
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◄ Later, after the hunt, back at the cabin, 
everyone is eating the bird that the men have 
killed. The men decide (without Daly’s con¬ 
sent) to tell the women that Daly fired the 
gun. Therefore, Daly, a birder who doesn’t 
even shoot guns, has to sit there and receive 
the wives’ congratulations on killing the bird 
while he secretly knows the truth, which is 
that he doesn’t even know how to shoot. They 
make him a liar. In a further twist, as they 
all sit there eating the bird, it turns out to be 
so full of shot that pieces of metal keep tin- 
king out onto people’s plates. So Daly goes 
down as the guy who did whatever it was that 
resulted in disgusting pieces of shot in their 
food, only because he was polite enough not 
to correct the guys’ story 

I realized this was brilliant the first time 
I read “Up North”—the double humiliation 
(humiliated in one way to the men, humiliated 
in another way to the men’s wives)—but look¬ 
ing at it again, I now see it’s a triple humili¬ 
ation, because while the older men’s wives 
may believe the story that Daly shot the bird, 
Caroline doesn’t, saying, coldly, “It doesn’t 
seem like you.” By watching the men peddle 
their story about Daly and watching Daly not 
stand up for himself, she essentially watches 
him be violated by the bigger, tougher men. 
Caroline doesn’t believe the story, and yet 
Daly’s been reduced to not objecting, per¬ 
haps because he’s learned that to participate 
in any way is to be ripped apart. 

A final turn of brilliance by D’Ambrosio: 
As they’re eating, Sandy Rababy makes a 
point about storytelling itself. She essentially 
believes that stories are a guy thing. She and 
Steve start quarreling, and she loses it: 

Sandy reached for one of the bottles of 
wine that had been left to breathe on the 
sideboard. She rose from her chair and 
said, “You all just go out and hunt and sit 
around and swap stories. You all think it’s 
funny.” She walked unsteadily around the 
table. “And no one’s ever hurt and it’s all 
just stories. Ha ha. Oh, yeah.” She bent 
as if to kiss her husband on the ear. “I 
hate guns,” she said. “I hate guns. I hate 
guns.” She straightened up and looked 
over the table as if waiting for applause, 
and when none came she filled her glass, 
and then poured the rest of the bottle of 
wine over her husband’s head. 

Sandy is deemed too drunk to keep having 
dinner with them and sent off to bed, but she 
doesn’t go quietly—she has more thoughts to 
share about the difference between men and 
women. 

Sandy put on a red union suit and climbed 
the ladder into her bunk, and we tried to 
resume dinner, but soon she was leaning 
over the edge of the bed, shouting down 
at us. 

“That’s the difference,” she said. 

“Go to bed, dear,” Steve said. 

“I want to tell you the difference!” 

“O.K.,” Steve said. “What’s the differ¬ 
ence?” 

“You all have stories,” Sandy said. 
“And we have secrets.” 

“Up North” is, of course, a story—a story 
narrated by a man, a story written by a man. 
So Sandy is not just some drunk going off 
here, she’s not just here to pour wine over 
a guy’s head because it’s a lively image, she 
serves a far more clever purpose. She al¬ 
lows D’Ambrosio to embed a critique of the 
art form into his fantastically accomplished 
example of that art form. And the critique is 
that this art form is intrinsically, revoltingly 
masculine. While women are trustworthy and 
keep confidences, men turn everything—in¬ 
cluding women—into sport. Into stories. Sto¬ 
ries like “Up North.” ■ 
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METROPOLITAN The Sally Fowler Rat Pack rolls deep. 

The After-Party 
Lingers On 

Revisiting the Class-Conscious Comedy of Whit 
Stillman’s Masterpiece Metropolitan at 25 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


C live Stapley, an Eton-educated 
English aristocrat, and I walk 
through the woods at the back of 
my house in Harare. He is 22, and I’m 18. We 
cross a stream. I want to show Clive, a man 
I deeply admire (and may even love—I cer¬ 
tainly love his sister, who lives in Italy but 
exists for me only in the photos on the table 
beside the bed he slept in during the summer 
we spent in Gaborone, Botswana), the giant 
bamboos in my neighbor’s yard. There is 
nothing like giant bamboos. They give a hu¬ 
man an ant’s perspective of grass. 

We reach the fence, and I show him the 
bamboo forest. He is clearly impressed—but 
he wants a closer look. Slender and tall, Clive 
jumps over the fence 
without a second thought 
and begins walking into 
the forest. From the other 
side of the fence, I yell 
that it’s wrong to jump 
the fence and to walk on someone’s property 
without permission. Clive turns to me and 
says: “Charles, I had no idea you worry about 
such things. Worrying about fences is so... 
middle class.” Those words sting me. They 
also throw me into a state of confusion. Clive 
sees me as a man in a cage of middle-class val¬ 
ues. This is wrong, but I do not know why it 
is wrong. All I can do is jump the fence and 
follow him. 

What I knew at that point is this: I did not 
want to be a member of the class that valued 
above all the private ownership of property, 
the marriage contract, and a robust work 
ethic. Those were virtues for the sad and con¬ 
temptible passions. But I had a problem: How 
could I legitimately, or better yet authenti¬ 
cally, break with my own class? How could 
I climb that fence with the same confidence 
that Clive, an aristocrat, had? His class had 
a natural and deeply historical antipathy 
for the bourgeoisie. They had lots of money 
but, unlike my class, they hated it. And they 


conducted their affairs as if mere nobility put 
food on their tables, servants in their kitch¬ 
ens, horses in their stables, and chauffeurs 
in their cars. There was nothing in my blood 
that aligned me with Clive’s form of con¬ 
tempt, though my father often said that his 
great-grandmother was a princess. But that 
claim was as real to me as the nobility of the 
royal big cats in The Lion King was to a pride 
of lions in an African wildlife reserve. 

It was not until I arrived in Sweden that 
I found a solution to the confusion that Clive 
plunged me into. My mother bought me the 
trip as a graduation gift, and I visited the 
country before I settled in the United States. 
I entered Stockholm with lots of doubts, and 
I left seeing the way I 
would break with the 
middle class: socialism. 
Swedish social democracy 
made the socialist alterna¬ 
tive very real to me. To be 
in that country was like arriving at the border 
where capitalism ends and its opposite begins. 
And what I saw on the other side was a society 
that had natural contempt for all of the things 
that are dear to the middle class: moneymak¬ 
ing, property, and family values. 

I could now jump fences with confidence. 

A few years later, on a whim, I saw Whit 
Stillman’s masterpiece Metropolitan at the 
Harvard Exit. I was very pleased to find that 
the main character of that film, Tom Townsend 
(Edward Clements), a young Ivy League stu¬ 
dent who accidentally enters a floating world 
of exclusive after-parties held during Man¬ 
hattan’s debutante ball season, is a socialist 
who, like myself, looks down on his own class 
and also the one above it. But as the film pro¬ 
gressed, it became more and more clear that 
Tom, who follows a dead form of socialism that 
was developed in the early 19th century by the 
French philosopher Charles Fourier—another 
character’s aghast “You’re a FourieristV.” is 
one of the film’s best laugh lines, which should 


tell you a lot—had two major flaws in his politi¬ 
cal thinking. For one, his socialism was almost 
purely theoretical, and two, far worse, it had 
ressentiment as its root. Tom isn’t a socialist 
because he hates what the rich stand for but 
because he resents not being rich himself. This 
fact is revealed in the course of heady conver¬ 
sations he has at the after-parties held by an 
enchanting circle of young and upper-crust 
New Yorkers. Outwardly, Tom is opposed to 
the conventions of the rich, and also their 
balls and parties, but only because inwardly 
he wants to be one of them. The real star and 
hero of the film, Nick Smith (Chris Eigeman), 
understands this almost immediately. Tom just 
wants to be included. 

Though I found myself troubled by the 
faulty politics of the main character, and not 
at all in agreement with the smug and rather 
bratty hero, Nick, Metropolitan was like no 
other American film I had seen before for 
this reason alone: Its characters had a lot to 
say about class in general, and the condition 
of their class specifically. This sort of thing is 
not typical for Americans, who tend to think 
that there’s only one class in their society, the 
middle, and therefore really no class (and the 
related tensions) at all. A person who drives 
a bus is not poor, and a person who manages 
investment portfolios is not rich; their differ¬ 
ent interests are all dissolved into the same 
vast social substance. This is why the presi¬ 
dential candidates of our times never address 
the rich or the downtrodden but only the mil¬ 
lions in the middle. This is America. This is 
how we like to think of ourselves. And this is 
why most American movies and even books 
never bring up that dirty little word directly. 

But why is class at the core of this film? This 
was my first question to Whit Stillman when 
we talked over the phone last week. (He is cur¬ 
rently living in Paris, and he recently made a 
pilot for Amazon— The Cosmopolitans —that 
draws from his experiences in the world’s 
capital of, to use a description made famous 
by a character in Metropolitan, “urban haute 
bourgeoisie,” or UHB.) “It’s not the women 
[in Metropolitan ] who are interested in class 
so much, but the men,” Stillman explained. 
“They are the ones who have a sense that they 
are in decline. Their fathers and grandfathers 
were much more successful than they are or 
could ever hope to become. This is why they 
are thinking about class a lot.” 

Though the film is deliberately vague about 
its time period, presumably for budgetary 
reasons, the title card tells us we’re in a Man¬ 
hattan of “not so very long ago.” Metropolitan 
is not set during the late-1980s, when it was 
shot, but 20 years earlier, in the late-1960s. At 
that distant time, the idea of one massive class 
had not been fully established in the American 
imagination (that would happen in the decade 
Stillman made his film). There was then a hard 
upper- , middle-, and working-class division. 
The presidents of that decade still had to have 
the poor on their radar. And so Metropolitan is 
about the twilight of a world—the years Still¬ 
man attended real after-parties and balls of 
the rich during his school breaks (he studied 
at Harvard). “When I attended those parties, 
I was surprised to find there had been so little 
change from the time of F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
There had not been a rupture. Everything 
was intact,” said Stillman. “But by the 1970s, 
it definitely was over.” 

In this context, all the talk about class 
status in Metropolitan makes a lot of sense. 
The young men know very well that the end 
is near, that things are going to radically 
change, that their whole way of life will be¬ 
come extinct. Nick and his set of friends are 
the ghosts of Manhattan. They even wear top 
hats and tailcoats. “The 1968 protests had 
not hit this group yet,” explained Stillman. 
“Then, all at once, everything went crazy: 
drugs, Woodstock, long hair.” 

And that was the end of their party. ■ 
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^ - EAT. DRINK. WATCH MOVIES. 

cinebarre 

Cinebarre Issaquah 
is now an ALL AGES 
establishment 

Suday-Thursday tickets are only 
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taxi Another decade, another masterpiece by Jafar Panahi. 


minutes of Taxi’s opening, all of the direc¬ 
tor’s political and legal troubles seem to 
melt into the buzzing air of the big Persian 
city. 

Taxi is not an act of sadness but of joy— 
and not the joy of a good meal or getting a 
deal on an automobile. This is a humanist’s 
joy. Meaning, the film is about the joys of cin¬ 
ema, encountering strangers, philosophizing 
with friends, producing art, discussing poli¬ 
tics, and just plain gossiping. 

Though the camera never leaves the taxi, 
which is driven by Panahi, we don’t feel 
trapped in it. We instead feel as if the whole 
life of the city is flowing (entering and exit¬ 
ing) through the cab’s backseat. The movie 
has this as its final message to Iran and the 
world: It is impossible to confine the creative 
soul of this director. ■ 


Taxi Is Simply a 
Great Film About 
Modern Tehran 


BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


I ranian director Jafar Panahi made two 
masterpieces in the previous decade, The 
Circle (2000) and Offside (2006). 

His first masterpiece of this decade 
is certainly Taxi, a film he shot, 
directed, edited, and starred in 
despite being under house arrest and banned 
by the state of Iran from making films. 


Taxi 

dir. Jafar Panahi 
Grand Illusion 


Because of these harassing conditions, 
one would expect Taxi to be a bit boring 
(what’s to really see?) and mostly 
admired for its heroic value (a big 
middle finger to the authorities). 
But such is not the case. Nor do 
you ever get a sense of the severe limits 
imposed on the film’s production. Within 
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ENTER TO WIN 

ted2 

On Blu-Ray™ Combo Pack 


For a chance to win, email 
Ted2@thestranger.com 
with your full name, age 
and mailing address. 


TED 2 is rated R for crude and sexual content, pervasive language, and some drug use. 

While supplies last. Only limited number of combo packs available. Must be 18 years or older 
to enter. Not everyone will receive a prize. Entries must be received by 12/4 for consideration. 
Winners chosen at random and notified via email by 12/7. Limit 1 entry per person. Stranger 
and Janet Wainwright Public Relations and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability 
in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of a prize. Stranger 
employees not eligible. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. No phone calls. 


AVAILABLE ON DIGITAL HD DECEMBER 1 st 
AND ON BLU-RAY™ & DVD DECEMBER 15 th 
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responsible for overbooking. This screening will be monitored for unauthorized recording. By attending, you agree not 
to bring any audio or video recording device into the theatre (audio recording devices for credentialed press excepted) 
and consent to a physical search of your belongings and person. Any attempted use of recording devices will result in 
immediate removal from the theatre, forfeiture, and may subject you to criminal and civil liability. Please allow additional 
time for heightened security. You can assist us by leaving all nonessential bags at home or in your vehicle. 
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GENERAL HELP WANTED 


NEED A JOB? Call Today. Food 
Service & Light Industrial. 206-587- 
5360 HALLMARK TEMPS 

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 a 
Week Mailing Brochures From Home. 
Helping home workers since 2001. 
Genuine Opportunity. No Experience 
required. Start Immediately www.the- 
mailinghub.com (AAN CAN) 


PAID RESEARCH 


JOIN NOW! SEVERE Allergies? 
Earn $200 per plasma donation! Call 
today to see if you qualify 425-258- 
3653 plasmalab.com 


is 


CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. 
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We 
Come To You! Call For Instant Offer: 
1-888-420-3808 www.cash4car.com 
(AAN CAN) 


FINANCIAL/LEGAL 


ARE YOU IN BIG trouble with the 
IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, liens 
& audits, untiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
844-753-1317 (AAN CAN) 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS 

- Get up to $250K of working capital 
in as little as 24 Hours. (No Startups) 
-Call 1-800-426-1901 (AAN CAN) 



ALL AREAS ROOMMATES. 
COM. Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find 
the perfect roommate to comple¬ 
ment your personality and lifestyle at 
Roommates.com! (AAN CAN) 



NEW STUDY OF HPV 
TESTING INSTEAD OF 
PAP TESTING! 

The University of Washington HPV 
Research Group is looking for 
female volunteers 25 years or older 
to participate in a study of a new 
test for HPV. Volunteers will receive 
free cervical cancer screening and 
follow-up care. Volunteers will 
receive $50 to $400 for study com¬ 
pletion. Please call 206-543-3327 
for more information, or e-mail 
hpvfirst@uw.edu. The confidentiality 
of email correspondence cannot be 
guaranteed. 



ELIMINATE CELLULITE AND 

Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. 
Order now! 844-244-7149 (M-F 
9am-8pm central) (AAN CAN) 

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 

ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in match¬ 
ing Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexico/Indiana 
(AAN CAN) 



GREEN LOTUS MASSAGE - 

Bodywork from the Heart. JOHN 
HANR0N, LMP, brings a sense of 
presence, intention and love to the 
table. Swedish, deep tissue, Reiki, 
craniosacral. Experience power¬ 
ful, magical bodywork on Capitol 
Hill, www.greenlotusmassage. 
com. Cell 509.341.4411. Wa. lie. 
#MA60101600 

LAURIE’S MASSAGE 
(206)919-2180 

LIKE A JAPANESE Hot Springs 
- At The Gated Sanctuary you can 
soak naked outside among soaring 
cedar trees in jetted hot pools. Dip 
in our Alaskan cold plunge. Get an 
amazing massage. Enjoy our euca¬ 
lyptus steam room. (425)334-6277 
www.TheGatedSanctuary.com 



AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN 

here - Get started by training as 
FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
800-725-1563 (AAN CAN) 

PSYCHIC, PALM & Tarot Card 
Readings. $15.00 Holiday Specials. 
One free question by phone 
(425) 789-1974 


MUSIC LESSONS 


SING! JANET 
206-781-5062 

FreetheVoiceWithin.com 


THE VOCALIST STUDIO 

We Train Vocal Athletes 
www.thevocaliststudio.com 
Scream technique, 5 Octave range. 
Eliminate Tension. 
Downtown Seattle studio. 
425.444.5053 



INEXPENSIVE PRACTICE SPACE 

and storage. ActivSpace offers you 
secure gear storage (with 24/7 
access) and 4 x four-hour rehearsal 
slots a week, that’s 64 hours of 
practice a month for just $195. Call 
Richard 206-706 6606. 


ROCK ROOMS BALLARD- 
HOURLY ($20-$30)/Monthly 
Rehearsal Rooms ($225-$1,100) 
private/shared available (24-7, heat¬ 
ed, security, parking). Recording at 
Birdhouse Studio. Dave 206-369- 
7588 attackodave@yahoo.com 


STARL0DGE STUDIOS (206) 

287-1615 Hourly rehearsal with 
PA or fully backlined rooms, able 
to accommodate orchestras, Air- 
conditioned (HVAC), kitchenette, 
easy load-in, 3-phase power, truck 
or bus parking available. ADA/ 
wheelchair accessible. 



LOCAL ELECTRONIC MUSICIAN 

looking to score your video projects. 
Getting paid is much less important 
to me than finding a good project to 
work on. I am very interested in build¬ 
ing working relationships with fellow 
artists, contact: timheldl 984@gmail. 
com www.timheld.bandcamp.com 



NOW SELLING 

STAR WARS: 

THE FORCE AWAKE NS 

OPENS DEC 1& 


» NOW FEATURING « 

LASER PROJECTION. DQLBV ATMOS. RESERVED SEATING, 
CHOCOLATE POPCORN. SEER. WINE AND CIDER 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT C1NERAMA.COM 
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Every Day 


Happy Hour £P eCia ^ s 
throughout 
the restaurant! 
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Sicily 

Blunch 

Dinner 

Cocktails 



Daily 


429 15th Ave E, Seattle 
coastalkitchenseattle.com 


sotaar plt 4 Mv 

The Nation’s 1st Completely Vegan Ice Creamery & Sweet Shop 


10am to 6pm Everyday 

324 15th Ave E • Seattle 98112 
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OVER 50 BEERS 

FROM SOUR TO STOUT 
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CHOW 



KELLY 0 


CHENG BlAO VANG He’s making the flatbread for one of his spicy sandwiches. 

He browns the dough and then bakes it on the inside wall of this oven. 

Pike Place Market Just 
Got a New Attraction 

At Cheng Biao Yang’s Szechuan 
Restaurant Country Dough, You Can 
Watch Noodles Being Shaved by Hand 

BY ANGELA GARBES 

C heng Biao Yang has a long history in Seattle. In 2001, the 
chef opened Seven Stars Pepper Szechuan Restaurant 
in a small storefront on 85th Street in Greenwood. Two years 

later, he relocated it to a larger space in the project, Country Dough—a small sliver of a 
International District. A few years later, restaurant that opened in July, tucked deep 
Yang sold that restaurant and opened two inside Pike Place Market—makes this clear: 
others on the Eastside, Szech- “Over 1,800 years of history,” its 

uan Chef in Bellevue and Spicy Country Dough sign reads auspiciously. 

Talk Bistro in Redmond. Devo- 1916 Pike Place #14, Dough is paramount here, 
tees of his fiery dishes like cumin 728-2598 and it shows up in three distinct 

lamb and Chongqing hot chicken forms: flatbreads, noodles, and 

followed him each step of the way. Yang even- crepes. All of them are excellent. And while 
tually made his way back to the International Country Dough’s flatbread sandwiches are 
District, where up until last year, he mesmer- its most popular items, Pm actually partial to 
ized diners by hand-pulling lamian noodles at the crepes and noodles. 

Uway Malatang. The “Chinese crepe” ($6.50) is a light, pli- 

But the Szechuan tradition from which able, and springy crepe that’s slathered with 
Yang cooks goes back even further. His latest chili oil and a sauce of funky, fermented ► 


pLuB, 
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a£ 

It’s that time of year 
again, and we’d love 
for you to join us for 
Thanksgiving Dinner! 




Service Times: 
11 am to 1 pm 
1 pm to 3pm 
3pm to 5pm 
5pm to 7pm 



Please choose your dining time and 
make your reservation by emailing 

holidays@plumbistro.com 

We look forward to seeing you! 



1429 12th Ave • 206-838-5333 
www.plumbistro.com 



Book now! 


Make the 

Double Decker Room 


your pri vate pub 
for any group event, 
meeting, or special 
occasion. All ages! 




4301 Leahy Wat NW Seattle OT107 

FftEMOHT / -SALLAflD 
WWW. HALESBftE WEflY.COM 


Locally owned since 1983 



IGHLIN 


DECADENT 
VEGAN FOOD 

7 days* 5 -npm 


LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS 

- FOR FULL CALENDAR VISIT OUR WEBSITE - 

HIGHLINESEATTLE.COM 

210 Broadway Ave E • 328.7837 



LESCHI 


We£KXN<D 


mmmii 


SATURDAYS S SUNDAYS 

I QAM - 2PM, YEAR ROUND 

PLENTY OF 
FREE PARKING 


HAPPY HOUR 

SATURDAYS £ SUNDAYS 

STARTING AT 2PM 


EMcfr htvSct - l «]il 

*0C 11xl WaflJiinipxMi HhrcL 

taul*'*,AUBIJJ 

206 . 329*4191 

schwj rtzhros.com 
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SERVE A FRESH, NATURAL 
TURKEY FOR CHRISTMAS 

ORDER NOW! 


4 


Finest Seafood 
Ranch Eggs 
Select Wines 
Quality Poultry 


t 


University 
Seafood & Poultry 

1317 NE 47th • Seattle 
(206)632-3700 • (206)632-3900 
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HAPPY HOUR: DAILY 4PM-7PM 

Bottle of Wine & Fromaggio Petite $19 

BREAKFAST* LUNCH 
DINNER • COCKTAILS 

DAILY FOOD AND DRINK SPECIALS 
LIVE MUSIC AND EVENTS 

THETIHLIZZIELOUNGE.COM 


Monday-Thursday 8 am- 2 pm & 4 pm- 12 am Friday 8 am- 2 pm 
& 4 pm- 2 am Saturday 8 am- 2 am Sunday 8 am- 12 am 

located in the MarQueen Hotel at 
600 Queen Anne AveN. 



Open® 9am 

Sffi@SiSS!sat & Sun I0atti'2p 


HAWKS! 


206-547-1417 • 460 North 36th Street IN THE HEART OF FREMONT 



ALKI BEACH: PHINNEY RIDGE: 

2620 Alki Ave. SW • 206-933-7344 6711 Greenwood Ave. N • 206-706-4889 

SOUTH LAKE UNION: 901 Fairview Ave N SteClOO • 206-739-5996 



KELLYO 

SZECHUAN FLATBREAD with CHICKEN Halfway through the sandwich, after the 
bread had time to absorb the sauce, it changed entirely. 


◄ bean curd, and then wrapped around 
crunchy green leaf lettuce, cilantro, scallion, 
and, best of all, an airy, oily, deep-fried Chi¬ 
nese doughnut called youtiao. It’s a wonderful 
array of textures that’s made even better by 
a sprinkling of sesame seeds. Because the 
crepe is so eggy and light, you might find 
yourself more than halfway through it before 
you realize how massive—and filling—it is. 
You’ll eat the whole thing anyway. 

Before an order of the fantastic sweet and 
spicy dry noodles ($7.95) even reaches your 
mouth, you get to enjoy the thrill of watch¬ 
ing the noodles get shaved by hand from a 
fat, white block of dough. They tumble into 
a massive pot of boiling water and, after just 
a few short minutes, emerge tender, slippery, 
and perfectly slur- 
pable. Their irregular 
and beveled edges al¬ 
low the deep crimson 
sauce—slick, spicy, 

slightly floral, and 
pleasantly numbing, 
thanks to Szechuan 
peppercorns—to cling 
to the noodles. As you 
slurp, the sauce coats 
your lips and tongue with chili oil, enhancing 
the tingling effect even further. 

While the other elements of this dish, such 
as shredded carrot and lettuce, are basically 
unnecessary, the paper-thin slices of pork 
are wonderful. They’re rich and fatty and, 
because they’re cut so thin, also cling to the 
noodles. The noodles do all the talking, while 
the pork whispers sweet meaty things in your 
ear. 

Now let’s talk about those flatbread sand¬ 
wiches, called guo kui. They’re a popular 
street food snack in Chinese cities such as 
Chengdu and Xi’an, and also have their own 
fascinating history. According to a recent ar¬ 
ticle in the food magazine Lucky Peach, guo 
kui has “a few origin stories that all suggest 
a military birthplace. One ancient general is 
said to have fed his hungry army without the 
use of cookware by directing his soldiers to 
bake dough in their metal helmets. Another 
tale describes it as a bivouac-baked bread, 
made so thick that soldiers could wear it as 
an arrow-proof vest.” 


These stories help explain a few distinct 
things about Yang’s guo kui. After the dough 
is portioned out into small mounds, they are 
each rolled out with a small wooden dowel 
into flat disks. They are griddled on the top 
of a dented, worn silver oven that looks not 
unlike a beat-up helmet until they are nicely 
browned. Afterward, they are placed into the 
oven where they bake, tandoor-style, while 
clinging to the oven’s walls. 

The result is something like a pita, but 
much sturdier and thicker—although I 
wouldn’t go so far as to say that the bread, 
if placed on my chest, would be able to stop 
an arrow. At first, I wasn’t that impressed by 
the cumin-sauce flatbread sandwich ($5.50). 
I loved the flavor of the aromatic sauce— 
red-hot and rich with 
chili, Szechuan pep¬ 
percorns, and earthy 
cumin—and the 

stewed beef, its con¬ 
nective tissue and 
gristly bits made soft 
and flavorful by a 
long, slow simmer, but 
the bread itself tasted 
chalky and dry. 

But halfway through the sandwich, after 
the bread had time to absorb the sauce, it 
changed entirely. The bread was now soft and 
yielded easily with each bite but still held its 
structure and integrity. On my second visit, I 
shared an order of noodles with my husband 
and let my sandwich sit for a few minutes be¬ 
fore I broke into it. And I was so glad I did. 

Being able to watch food being made is 
one of the best things about Pike Place Mar¬ 
ket—the cheese at Beecher’s, the Filipino 
food at Oriental Mart, the doughnuts at Daily 
Dozen, and, now, Yang and his team of mas¬ 
terful dough manipulators. Yang may have 
moved around a lot over the last decade, but 
he looks right at home at Country Dough, 
next to the Mexican Grocery, Piroshky Piro- 
shky, stalwart Bavarian Meats, and across 
the hallway from the classic Seattle joint Em¬ 
mett Watson’s Oyster Bar. 

I hope Yang sticks around so that locals 
and visitors alike will know his food, and 
Country Dough can become a part of Seattle 
history. ■ 


Dough is 

paramount here, and 
it shows up in three 
distinct forms: flatbreads, 
noodles, and crepes. 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of November 25 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): "We are torn between nostalgia for 
the familiar and an urge for the foreign and strange," wrote novelist 
Carson McCullers. "As often as not, we are homesick most for the 
places we have never known." I'm guessing that these days you're 
feeling that kind of homesickness, Aries. The people and places that 
usually comfort you don't have their customary power. The experi¬ 
ences you typically seek out to strengthen your stability just aren't 
having that effect. The proper response, in my opinion, is to go in 
quest of exotic and experimental stimuli. In ways you may not yet be 
able to imagine, they can provide the grounding you need. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The Pekingese is a breed of dog that 
has been around for more than 2,000 years. In ancient China, it was 
beloved by Buddhist monks and emperors' families. Here's the legend 
of its origin: A tiny marmoset and a huge lion fell in love with each 
other, but the contrast in their sizes made the union impossible. Then 
the gods intervened, using magic to make them the same size. Out of 
the creatures' consummated passion, the first Pekingese was born. I 
think this myth can serve as inspiration for you, Taurus. Amazingly, 
you may soon find a way to blend and even synergize two elements 
that are ostensibly quite different. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Author Virginia Woolf wrote this mes¬ 
sage to a dear ally: "I sincerely hope I'll never fathom you. You're 
mystical, serene, intriguing; you enclose such charm within you. The 
luster of your presence bewitches me... the whole thing is splendid 
and voluptuous and absurd." I hope you will have good reason to 
whisper sweet things like that in the coming weeks, Gemini. You're 
in the Season of Togetherness, which is a favorable time to seek and 
cultivate interesting kinds of intimacy. If there is no one to whom you 
can sincerely deliver a memo like Woolf's, search for such a person. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Some people are so attached to 
wearing a favorite ring on one of their fingers that they never take 
it off. They love the beauty and endearment it evokes. In rare cases, 
years go by and their ring finger grows thicker. Blood flow is con¬ 
stricted. Discomfort sets in. And they can't remove their precious 
jewelry with the lubrication provided by a little olive oil or soap. 
They need the assistance of a jeweler. I suspect this may be an apt 
metaphor for a certain situation in your life, Cancerian. Is it? Do you 
wonder if you should free yourself from a pretty or sentimental 
constriction that you have outgrown? If so, get help. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): "Most human beings have an almost infinite 
capacity for taking things for granted," wrote Leo author Aldous 
Huxley. That's the bad news. The good news is that in the coming 
weeks, you are less likely to take things for granted than you have 
been in a long time. Happily, it's not because your familiar pleasures 
and sources of stability are in jeopardy. Rather, it's because you have 
become more deeply connected to the core of your life energy. You 
have a vivid appreciation of what sustains you. Your assignment: Be 
alert for the eternal as it wells up out of the mundane. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): In their quest to collect nectar, honeybees 
are attuned to the importance of proper timing. Even if flowering 
plants are abundant, the quality and quantity of the nectar that's 
available vary with the weather, season, and hour of the day. For 
example, dandelions may offer their peak blessings at 9 a.m., corn¬ 
flowers in late morning, and clover in mid-afternoon. I urge you to be 
equally sensitive to the sources where you can obtain nourishment, 
Virgo. Arrange your schedule so you consistently seek to gather what 
you need at the right time and place. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): Are you willing to dedicate yourself fully 
to a game whose rules are constantly mutating? Are you resourceful 
enough to keep playing at a high level even if some of the other 
players don't have as much integrity and commitment as you? Do you 
have confidence in your ability to detect and adjust to ever-shifting 
alliances? Will the game still engage your interest if you discover 
that the rewards are different from what you thought they were? If 
you can answer yes to these questions, by all means jump all the way 
into the complicated fun! 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): I suspect your body has been unusually 
healthy and vigorous lately. Is that true? If so, figure out why. Have 
you been taking better care of yourself? Have there been lucky 
accidents or serendipitous innovations on which you've been capital¬ 
izing? Now I'll make a similar observation about your psychological 
well-being. It also seems to have been extra strong recently. Why? 
Has your attitude improved in such a way as to generate more posi¬ 
tive emotions? Have there been fluky breakthroughs that unleashed 
unexpected surges of hope and good cheer? Make these new trends 
a permanent part of your routine. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): From the dawn of civilization 
until 1995, humans cataloged about 900 comets in our solar system. 
But since then, we have expanded that tally by more than 3,000. 
Most of the recent discoveries have been made not by professional 
astronomers but by laypersons, including two 13-year-olds. They have 
used the internet to access images from the SOHO satellite placed in 
orbit by NASA and the European Space Agency. After analyzing the 
astrological omens, I expect you Sagittarians to enjoy a similar run 
of amateur success. So trust your rookie instincts. Feed your innocent 
curiosity. Ride your raw enthusiasm. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): Whether or not you are literally a 
student enrolled in school, I suspect you will soon be given a final 
exam. It may not happen in a classroom or require you to write 
responses to questions. The exam will more likely be administered 
by life in the course of your daily challenges. The material you'll be 
tested on will mostly include the lessons you have been studying 
since your last birthday. But there will also be at least one section 
that deals with a subject you've been wrestling with since early in 
your life—and maybe even a riddle from before you were born. Since 
you have free will, Capricorn, you can refuse to take the exam. But 
I hope you won't. The more enthusiastic you are about accepting its 
challenge, the more likely it is that you'll do well. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): For $70,000 per night, you can rent 
the entire country of Liechtenstein for your big party. The price in¬ 
cludes the right to rename the streets while you're there. You can also 
create a temporary currency with a likeness of you on the bills, have 
a giant rendition of your favorite image carved into the snow on a 
mountainside, and preside over a festive medieval-style parade. Given 
your current astrological omens, I suggest you consider the possibility. 
If that's too extravagant, I hope you will at least gather your legion 
of best friends for the Blowout Bash of the Decade. It's time, in my 
opinion, to explore the mysteries of vivid and vigorous conviviality. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): Are you available to benefit from a thun¬ 
derbolt healing? Would you consider wading into a maelstrom if you 
knew it was a breakthrough in disguise? Do you have enough faith 
to harvest an epiphany that begins as an uproar? Weirdly lucky phe¬ 
nomena like these are on tap if you have the courage to ask for overdue 
transformations. Your blind spots and sore places are being targeted 
by life's fierce tenderness. All you have to do is say, "Yes, I'm ready." ■ 


BREAKFAST IS SERVED!'] 

Mon-Fri 8am-11:30am, Sat & Sun 10a-2pm 



Breakfast Pizza 
Traditional Breakfast 
(2 eggs, potatoes, sausage or bacon) 

© Don’s Buttermilk Pancakes 
Biscuits & Gravy 
★ Classic Eggs Benedict 
y 3-egg Omelet 
is Fruit & Granola Bowl 
± Hangover Tacos 
4* Vanilla Stoli French Toast 


Broadway 

725 E. Pine 
Capitol Hill 
206-420-7493 
www.billsoffbroadway.net 




jll 

SUNDAY TICKET 

OPEN EARLY 
FOR HOME GAMES 




Like Sandwiches, 
Then You’ll Like 
Our Sandwiches 


Capitol Hill 

721 E Pike St • (206) 257-5927 

Ballard 

5315 Ballard Ave NW • (206) 789-0936 

Queen Anne 

12 Mercer St • (206) 829-8539 

Call us or Order Online at 
www. Other Coast Cafe. com 

(see website for delivery area) 



The NFL Sunday Ticket Here 
In Hi-Def 



"Pacific Inn Tub 

Near the Center of the Universe 
at the Corner of 35th. and Stone Way N. 
206-547-2967 



Have your 
Central Co-op 
groceries delivered! 


with wlbkOCOftt, 


NEW INSTACART MEMBERS: J 
Get $5 off $35 or more ' 

Sign up at instacart.com or download 
the smartphone app today! 


central 

co-op 


1600 E Madison St 
206.329.1545 
www.centralcoop.coop 



Once claimed by a fan as “the best burger in America or anywhere else,” and with glowing 
reviews from Gourmet Magazine, Bon Apetit, New York Times, Food & Wine Magazine and 
Sunset Magazine, Lunchbox Laboratory wants to feed YOU! Use StrangerPerks to get half off 
awesome burgers, shakes and more in South Lake Union, Bellevue and Gig Harbor. 

$25 to Spend. Your Price: $12.50 


STRANGERPERKS.COM 


Offer must be purchased from StrangerPerks website, 
and is not available directly through retailer. 


Three Locations! 


SlrangerPERKS 


SHOP LOCAL. S 


WANT YOUR BUSINESS 


IN STRANGERPERKS? 

Call 206-323-7101 or e-mail 
StrangerPerks@thestranger.com 


LUNCHBOX LABORATORY 
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PERSON OF INTEREST 




Wimps 

band 


Matt Nyce, Rachel Ratner, and Dave Ramm 
of Wimps, photographed while working 
out at Genesee Park. 

BY KELLY O 


Earlier this month, on the typically unlucky 
day of Friday the 13th, a very good thing 
happened: Kill Rock Stars released Seattle 
band Wimps' new album. Suitcase. The LP 
is packed with catchy slacker-punk anthems 
that celebrate the mundane—songs like 
"Basement," "Dump," "Couches," and 
"Old Guy." 

"We had already written, practiced, and 
played all the songs, and we felt ready to 
record," says bassist Matt Nyce while do¬ 
ing pull-ups. "But then the day before we 
went into record, we watched Vampire's 
Kiss with Nicolas Cage for inspiration. Later 
we started jamming, and voila, a new 
song, "Vampire," appeared, and it practi¬ 
cally wrote itself!" 

Aside from band practice, how do 
Wimps stay in such great shape? "Staying 
healthy requires exercise," singer/guitarist 
Rachel Ratner says. "At the beginning and 
end of each day, all three of us do lateral 
phone lifts. Lie in bed and hold your phone 
nine inches from your face, lower it slowly 
to five inches, and then extend your arm 
fully. This can be repeated for up to 20 
minutes. Also, after a hard workout, we 
like to unwind with a Diet Sprite or light 
beer. Both have less calories but still all the 
great taste." 

Wimps play the Fun house on December 11. 
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FRANZ 
ERHARD 
WALTHER: 
THE BODY 
DRAWS 


OCT 31, 2015 — MAR 06, 2016 


HENRY ART GALLERY 


HENRYART.ORG 




fheStanger 


STG & On The Boards co-present Kidd Pivot / 
Electric Company Theatre - Betroffenheit at 
The Moore Theatre, March 18 & 19, 2016. 


, c? 


/' § u 

) I Jsi 

strangerthingstodo.com 

Where to. Go 


for What to Do 


THINGS TO READt 






THINGS TO DOt 


★ Thanksgiving 

★ Earshot Jazz Festival 
Our Picks 
All Events 
Music 

Movie Times 
Film Festivals&Events 
Theater Dance 
Comedy 
Art 

ReadingsSTalks 
Food&Drink Events 
Festivals 
Queer 

Geek IGaming 
Sports [Recreation 
Politics 
Restaurants 
Bars* Clubs 















































